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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AS the Author of the following Pages has 
been long convinced that the office of a Mo- 
ther, however neglected, is the moſt import- 
ant in human life, he intends ſpeedily to pub- 
liſh a Short Treatiſe, concerning The Duties 
and Offices of a Mother, 
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"THE rapid ſale of a numerous edition of this 
book fſhews how much ſuch aids are wanted, 
and how ardently they are ſought after by the 
Public. This, indeed, is generally the caſe 


. with works which have utility for their object. 


Though I have no 22 to books of amuſe- 
the ward 5 any vg but what I think wil 


be of general uſe. 


As this publication has nd increaled 
100 number of my patients of a certain de- 
ſeription, I have been -farther confirmed in 
the belief of the doctrines contained in the 


| following pages, nor have 1 found it neceſ- 


ſary to retract one article of them, which * 
7 1 5 "Sons 
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| a ſhould have done, had they appear- 
| ed unfounded. I have taken much pains to 
EE find any well-authenticated caſe where the 
lues venerea had been cured without the uſe 
1 of mercury ; but all my inquiries have proved 
unſucceſsful, It is of no avail to ſay that 
ſymptoms will diſappear under the uſe of other 
medicines, which ſeemed to reſiſt the powers 
of mercury. This I meet with every day 
under the uſe of the bark, or of butter-milk : 
but it does not follow that either bark or but- 
ter-milk will cure the lues venerea. | 
It is often proper that patients ſhould leave 
off the uſe of mercury for ſome time, though 
ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe ſtill remain. 
In this caſe the patient, thinking himſelf not 
cured, runs to the quack, who throws in his 
noſtrum. The diſeaſe diſappears, and the 
quack gets the credit, though the ſame thing 
happens every day where no medicine is ad- 
miniſtered, I have reaſon to believe that the 
cures of lues venerea, ſaid to be performed 
without rc, are e ee done in this 
W CCC 
There is not à more common error than 
attributing the cure to the laſt medicine which 
Mt fo es CS.” had 
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had been adminiſtered to the patient. Yet this 
miſtake runs through the whole practice of 
phyſic; and, among the leſs enlightened part 
of mankind, it gives credit to many medicines 
which do not deſerve any. Where. mercury 
has been previouſſy adminiſtered, any thing 
may get the credit of the cure. A medicine 
to deſerve it, ought to be given from the firſt 
appearance of the diſorder, and continued till 
the cure is completed. Till I can find ſome 
well authenticated inftances of this, I muſt beg 
leave to ſuſpend my belief of the lues venerea 
being cured without mercury. 

No man will decry the powers of mercury 
who knows them. It is the moſt extenſively 
uſeful article of the whole materia medica; 

| and I ſhould have a very contemptible opi- 
mon of the phyſician, who ſaid he could prac- 
tiſe without it. That mercury may ſome- 


times do hurt nobody will deny, who knows 
under what circumſtances it is generally ad- 
| miniſtered. If a man takes a doſe of ſalts, he 
; wioill keep the houſe at leaſt for a part of the 
& day, if not the whole; yet thouſands are daily 
1 | traverſing the ſtreets of London through dirt, 
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and wit, and rain, with their bodies fully 
Charged with mercury. | 

The ſame language that is now held with 
reſpect to mercury, has been uſed with regard 
to every active medicine with which I am ac- 
quainted. I remember ſince the bark was 
accuſed of lying in the bones, and occaſioning 
achs, pains, &c. all of which were after- 
wards found to ariſe from the bark hav- 
ing been uſed too ſparingly. This is pre- 
ciſely the caſe with regard to mercury. The 
ills which ignorance attributes to the free uſe 
of that medicine are chiefly chargeable to its 
being uſed too ſparingly : and I think, with 
Dr. Ruſh, that the time is not far diſtant when 
people will be no more afraid to uſe mercury 
than bark, or any other drug. 

I have aſſerted that mercury may be taken 
for any length of time without curing the ve- 


nereal diſeaſe, and am ſorry to add, that too 


many woful proofs of this truth have of late 
come under my eye. Since the following 
pages were firſt publiſhed, I have had patients 
from every part of England, and not a few 
from abroad, who had. been _ mercury 

8 from 
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from one to ſeven years, yet were not cured. 
What to ſome medical {cribblers may feem 
ſtrange, all theſe patients have either been 
cured, or are in the way of being ſo, by the 
ſole powers of mercury, | 

If men uſe mercury impreperly, and the 
patient is not cured, ſurely the - medicine 
ought not to be blamed. I can, for my own 
part, affirm, that I never ſaw mercury fail, 
when properly adminiſtered, unleſs when it was 
the patient's fault. Conſidering how ſeldom 
patients under the ufe of mercury do juſtice to 
the medicine, it is wonderful that ſucceſs 
ſhould ſo often attend it, and that ill- conſe- 
quences ſhould ſo ſeldom occur. There is not 
in the whole materia medica any thing more 
active than mercury ; yet no medicine is taken 
with ſo little precaution. 

Among the cauſes of the failure of mer- 


_ eury I had mentioned the timid practice of 


every now and then carrying it out of the 
bedy by purges. If there is any myſtery in 
the adminiſtration of mercury, it lies in detain- 


ing it in the body till it has conquered the 


enemy, A. man may take mercury twenty 
N years, 


** | PREFACE, 


years, and the poiſon all the while lodge in the 
ſyſtem; but I am inclined to think it will 


never be one year there if the antidote is pro- 
perly adminiſtered. Where the ſyſtem was 
ſufficiently ſaturated with mercury, and kept 
ſo for a due length of time, I never knew the 
cure to fail. Few practitioners can give a 


more decided opinion on this ſubject than my- 


ſelf, as a day ſeldom paſſes on which I do not 
ſee this diſorder in a variety of ſhapes ; yet 
J can aver, with the ſtricteſt regard to truth, 


that the ſpecific never has diſappointed me. 


Ignorance, with regard to medicine, tends 


to render men the dupes of empirics. Where 
people know nothing, they believe every 
thing. Thus they become the eaſy prey of 


thoſe ſwarms of quacks who, like vermin, feed 
on the ignorant and unwary. The credulity 
of this country, with reſpe& to quacks, is un- 
bounded : they. ſwallow all their lies; and 
the more improbable their ſtories are, they 
like them the better. Poſterity will not be- 
lieve that in .the eighteenth century men 


 amaſled fortunes in London by only pointing 


their fingers at their. patients ; or, what is {till 
= more 
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more extraordiniry, by what a cl en 
them at a diſtance. | 

The late ' Dr. Gregory, of candid memory, 
uſed to ſay. that the quack did not tell half ſo 
many lies for himſelf as his patients told -for 
him. This is founded in human nature. 
Men will vindicate their own conduct, and 
often even at the expence of truth. I have 
met a man coming from the Manſion Houſe, 
where he had been carried by a quack to make 
_ oath, before the Lord Mayor, that he was 
cured of what I knew to be an incurable diſ- 
eaſe. I do not fay this man was perjured. 
His pain might have been ſuſpended, and he 
might believe himſelf cured : but was ſoon 
undeceived; for he died in a few days, and, in 
all probability, his death was accelerated by the 
lullabies he had taken. 

Magiſtrates ought to be extremely cautious | 
how they adminiſter oaths to people in favour _ 
of quack medicines. The quack himſelf is 
generally perjured in ſwearing that the medi- 
cine was his own invention ; and he can at 
any time find ncedy men who, to get a mor- 
fel of bread, will ſwear to cures that never 

T wero 
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| | were performed. . Nay, authors are to be 
ſpſound baſe enough to write books in ſupport of 
| any noſtrum that quacks chuſe to vend, pro- 
13 vided they are well paid for their labour. 
Should this tract tend, in any meaſure, to 
1 relieve the ſufferers under the lues venerea, 
| or to reſcue them from the hands of daring 
|  empirics, at once the diſgrace of England, and 
| the reproach of medicine, I thall feel myſelf 5 
| highly gratified, Co 
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THE following pages were written in pro- 


ſecution of my plan for rendering medicine 


more extenſively beneficial to mankind.” They 
treat of a diſeaſe which, at once, tends to 


poiſon the ſprings of happineſs, and to debaſe 


the human race. To ſhew men how far it is 
in their own power, by due care and attention, 
to prevent its deſtructive influence, is the 
profeſſed deſign of the enſuing treatiſe. How: 
far I have ſucceeded in the execution of this 


deſign muſt be leſt for others to determine; 
but if theſe hints ſhould in any meaſure con- 


duce to put the young and unwary on their 
= * the direful conſequences of this 
. inſidious 
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inſidious malady, I ſhall think my time and 


as reaſons have induced me to. ſelect 
the Venereal Ds as the ſubject of a ſe 
parate treatife. It is one 'of thoſe com- 
plaints which, ay the - - patient's peace and 
happineſs, he often finds it neceſſary to con- 
ceal; and, fortunately for him, this, by due 
care, may generally be effected. Beſides, 


other diſeaſes are often removed by the efforts 
of nature, or diſappear of their own accord; 


but in the lues venerea, nature cannot effect 


a cure. A good conſtitution is doubtleſs in 
favour of the patient, but no conſtitution can 


conquer the virulence of this poiſon.  Who- 
ever truſts to that will be diſappointed. : As a 

ſpecific remedy is diſcovered, its properties 
ought ſurely to be made known to the public. 
Since the powers of the Bark were under- 
ſtood by all, every one can cure an ague; yet 
this diſeaſe proves often more 3 than a 


confirmed PORK. 


-. Unfortunately for bock » who. bu 8 | 
has venereal diſeaſe, its treatment has fallen 


into bad hands. Not only C Quacks of all 


deſcriptions ur e to cure it; but every 
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idle fellow 1 who does not chuſe to follow 
ſome uſeful employment, ſets up for doctor, 
aſſumes ſome well known name, and adver- 
tiſes an infallible remedy for the venereal diſ- 
eaſe. The apothecary's man, or even tlie 
apothecary's man's man, often pafles for an 
adept in curing this malady. Nor is it un- 
common for the fellow who bruſhed the ſur- 
geon's coat, or cleaned his ſhop, to ſtep into 


chariot, by, his pretended ſkill in curing the 
lues venerea. Theſe noſtrum-mongers not 
only ſell the ſame medicines to all their pa- 
tients, however widely their ſymptoms may 
differ; but, unfortunately for them, the noſ- 
trum often does not contain a ſingle grain of 
what we know to be en e oe for 
their cure. 
"OTIS ok of - mankind in regard to me- 
dicine is truly aſtoniſhing. | Even thoſe who 
affect to be ſceptical in other matters are the | 
_ "eaſy dupes of every pretender to a ſecret me- 
g dicine: They will negle& the advice of the 
, moſt ſkilful phyſician, and run after the ig- 
norant quack, becauſe he promiſes them a ſud- 
ö | den cure; but, alas! this ſudden cure, nine 
Mo W SS > times 


his maſter's ſhoes, and ſometimes into his 
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out of ten, turns out to be no cure at all, and 


| the diſeaſe: i IS by this means trifled with, a 
it ee altogether incurable. 


The moſt frequent dupes to AI are the 


young and unwary. They credit the contents 
of every puff that is put into their hands as : 
they walk the ſtreets, and ſwallow with eager- 
neſs the drugs it recommends. I would beg 
leave juſt to hint to ſuch inexperienced youths, 
that the advertiſing quack, is, ten to one, more 
ignorant of medicine than themſelves, that 
his ſole aim is to take their money, and when 
he has got that, he cares no more ſor the pa- 
tient. I am warranted to ſay this from daily 

| obſervation, - and am ſorry to add, that too 
N many, from woeful experience, know it to be 
true. So great however is the influence of 
| quackery over the young mind, that I have 
Teen one of thoſe unfledged gentlemen, while 

I was writing a preſcription for him, take up 
a newſpaper, and, caſting his eye on an adver- 
tiſement, which promiſed to do in a few days 
| what I had told him would require weeks, if 
not months, to complete, put my preſcription 
in his pocket, and haſte way to the 0 : 
of La cures. 7 ED | 
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: = "Wh great {kill is neceſſary to dry up a chan- 8 
cre, ſo as to make it appear healed in a few 

days. This they call curing the pox; but, 
if ever the pox exiſted, it cannot be cured in 
this manner. I know of numbers, how- 
ever, who avow this as. their common prac- 
tice. Need any one be ſurpriſed to find ob- 
ſtinate ulcers; and carious bones as the con- 
ſequence? The practitioner, whoſe ſole ob- | 
ject is to touch the patient's money, will patch 
Him up, and get him off his hands as ſoon as 
he can. Let all who wiſh to preſerve their 
conſtitution beware of ſuch cures. | 
Some authors would perſuade us that, in 
whatever ſhape the venereal diſcaſe | appears, = 
it never = to do great injury to the conſti- f 
tution. I grant that, in ſome conſtitutions, 
this may be true, but am- inclined to think, 
that the miſchief done by the venereal diſeaſe, 
is often owing to wrong regimen, and impro- 
per treatment. The proportion of thoſe who | 
are able to obtain good advice, and obſerve Aa 
proper regimen, does not amount to one in a 
hundred. All the reſt muſt put up with 
ſuch advice as they can obtain, and follow the 
beſt regimen that their circumſtances will per- 
85 | "= mr; 


; 45 their neceſſary employments, however 
hurt ful they may be, during the whole time 
they are taking the medicine. 


| with the venereal diſeaſe, ought to have re- 
| courſe to the beſt advice; but how is he to 
obtain it? The beſt advice is not eaſily pur- 
chaſed. Beſides, men afflicted with the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe are often in ſituations where no 
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Buy far the greater part are obliged to 


It is eaſy to ſay, that every man, afflicted 


medical aſſiſtance of any kind can be had, 
Theſe are the men'for whom the following 
obſervations .were thrown together. They - 
are not deſigned to ſuperſede- the phyſician, 


but, in ſome meaſure, to ſupply his place 
where he cannot be had; and to prevent thoſe 


who are not able to employ him, from becom- 
ing the prey of ignorance and avarice. 
It is a juſt obſervation, that there is a greater 


difference between a good phyſician and a bad 


one, than between a good phyſician and none. 
When I ſay a bad one, I mean the ſelf- 
created. doctor, who, while he knows no- 
thing, undertakes every thing. A man of 
common underſtanding, with the aſſiſtance 
of books, will conduët his own cure better 

than 
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than many of thoſe who make a trade of cur- 
ing the lues venerea. Nor is it a matter of 
ſmall importance for a man to know when he | 
is properly. treated. It is on the ignorance of 
the patient that the Charlatan preſumes, He 
knows there is no danger of detection while 
the patient is taught to dread, even the leaſt 
dip, in medical knowledge. 

A man ſhould have at leaſt as much in- 
formation about this malady as to know when 
he has got it. Many have their pockets 
picked, by taking medicines for the diſeaſe, 
who never had it; while others are ſuffered 
to linger under the complaint for years, being 
all the while told that they had it not. I lately 
ſaw a remarkable inſtance of the latter in a 
young man, who applied to me to know whe- 
ther or not he had the malady, as his medical 
attendant had told him it was no ſuch thing. 
I never ſaw the lues more ſtrongly marked, 
and adviſed him immediately to begin a courſe 
of mercury, which he did ; but not being able 
to obſerve a ſtrict regimen, it was ten months 
before he was well, though his mouth was 
kept ſore during moſt of the time. , 
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If men may fall into ſuch hands, it is ſurely 
high time that they were taught, at leaſt, to 
know the ſymptoms of this too common malady. 
To talk of making all men phyſicians, is the 
extreme of folly. Surely the man who writes 


| a catechiſm does not intend to qualify his 


readers for becoming doctors in divinity ; yet 
ſuch is the folly of men, or rather the preju- 
dice of the faculty, that whoever attempts to 
throw a little light on the public mind, with 
regard to diſeaſes, is immediately branded with 


the intention of making every man a phyſician. 


Would to God that phyſicians were ſo eaſily 
made ! To be a phyſician is the bufineſs of a 
man's life, and the candid will confeſs that, to 
the laſt; he has ſtill much to learn. . 
It is often a difficult matter, in the cure of 
this diſeaſe, to perſuade patients to take mer- 
cury for a ſufficient length of time. The 
wiſh to be ſoon well is natural, but it is pro- 
ductive of much miſchief. The victims to 
quick cures are innumerable : Yet men will 


run after thoſe who promiſe them, though to 


their own deſtruction. Few days pals in 
which I do not ſee inſtances of the danger 
* from 3 cures of the ies - - ve- 

| | g nerea ; : 
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nerea ; and I have reaſon to believe, that thoſe 
which are not ſeen, nor regarded, are ſtill 
more numerous. 

Nor is the difficulty much leſs in get 
men to take mercury in ſufficient doſes. Mer- 
cury may be taken for any length of time, but 
if it is not adminiſtered in ſuch quantities as to 
produce ſufficient effects on the ſyſtem, it will 

not ſubdue the poiſon... This, however, is not 
an eaſy matter to eſtimate. The diffterence-of: 
conſtitutions is ſuch, that two perſons can hard- | 
ly be treated exactly in the fame. way, and 
| rm mull be: EY —_ by its 
effects. o Ah 

Much: how win faid in wur en 
ative mode of adminiſtering mercury; and 
it were greatly to be wiſhed, that it could be 
depended on for completing the cure; but 
with that view I dare not recommend it. 
No doubt it may ſucceed in oertain caſes, but 
it is not to be- truſted as a general mode of 
treatment. When the conſtitution is tpo ir- 
ritable to bear even the flighteſt degree of ſa- 
livation, the mercury may produce its effects 
taken as an alterative. It may likewiſd be 
proper after a liberal uſe of mercury, when 

ü C it 
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it is deemed neceſſary to keep up ithe mer- 
curial action on the en atminifter it in 
8 manner. l 0 ff 
It would be eaſy to bring forward a num- 
hay of caſes to prove the danger of truſting to 
the alterative method of cure; but GAN follow- f 
ing ſhall ſuffice: i D690) inferth; 2 
Some yeæars ao > hand Fidel North f 
Fe put himſelf under my care, for what 
the phyfician, to whom he firſt applied, had 
treated as a cancer in the noſe. I ſuſpected 
the caſe to be venereal, and, from the patierit's! 
own account of the matter, there remained no | 
doubt of it. Before he left America, he had 
taken mercury for above twelve months, and 
all the while the difeaſe was preying upon the 
noſes tilbit had eat away both the al nafi,. as 
they axe called, occafioned. an amazing degree 
of pain, and rendered him a ſhocking ſpectacle. 
On looking over his apotherary's bill, L could 
perceive: that the gentleman had uſed a ſuffi- 
cient quantity of mercury to have performed a 
cure: provided! it hall been taken in a fourth 
part of the tine. Indeed the event proved the 
: truth: of-this;obſervation: i. put him: on a' 
courſe of mercury: and diet drink, confined him 
| 3 . 


W 
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to the houſe, and in leſs than two months his 
noſe was perfectly healed, and continues ſo to 
this day. The deformity, however, for which 
he has to thank his American doctor, muſt de- 
ſcend with him to the grave. ee 
About four months ago one o thoſe un- 
happy females, who often contract the lues 
venerea, but are ſeldom thoroughly cured, ap- 
plied to me for a ſore leg. The ſore was a 
little above the ancle, had been long open, 
and ſhewed no diſpoſition to heal. She ſaid 
ſhe believed it was owing to an ill-cured pox, 
and added that ſhe had been taking mercury, 
as an alterative, for upwards of twelve months, 
vVithout the ſmalleſt benefit. As I was entire- 
ly of her way of thinking, I adviſed her to 


take the corroſive ſublimate of mercury, in ſuch 


- doſes as to keep her mouth ſore for ſeveral 
weeks, and likewiſe to waſh the ſore. frequently 


with the ſolution of ſublimate, as ſtrong as ſhe 


could eaſily bear it. I was agreeably ſur- 
priſed to ſee her come back within ſix weeks, 
to return me thanks for the cure, with her leg 
perſectly healed, and in all other reſpects well. 
J have been long in the habit of treating theſe 
| __ which 1 ſuppoſed to be venereal, with the 

„ ſublimats 
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| ſublimate, and have ſeldom been n diſappointed 
m e 
be next caſe that l ſhall; "GR" is, chat of 
a gentleman reſident in London, who had every 
opportunity of taking the very beſt advice, yet 
followed the worſt. He thought he could fol- 
low his buſineſs, and take mercury at the ſame 
time with ſafety and effect. This he tried 
for a ſeries of years, his noſe all the while ſuf- 
fering a gradual diminution. This was im- 
puted to ſome other cauſe, till at length that 
organ totally diſappeared. He then, too late, 
applied to an eminent practitioner in that line, 
who told him he had never taken the medi- 
cine properly ; put him under a courſe of mer- 
cury, confined him to the houſe for ſome _ 
months, and made a complete cure of him. 
He now enjoys the blefling of perfect health, if 
health in ſuch a mangled condition can be call- 
ed a bleſſing, or deemed worth the enjoying. 
After a very liberal adminiſtration of mer- 
cury there will often remain ſome marks of the 
diſorder. In this caſe, if the alterative method 
is purſued, theſe will diſappear, and this 
mode of treatment get the credit of the cure, 
yh it was wholly * to the mercury pre- 
7 viouſly 
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viouſly adminiſtered. Whatever may happen 
in flight degrees of infection, or where the 
ſyſtem has been previouſly impregnated with 
mercury, I would not adviſe any one who has 
got a confirmed pox to truſt his cure ſolely to 
the alterative mode of adminiſtering mercury; 
otherwiſe he may have cauſe to regret the in- 
juries done to his conſtitution, when it is too 
late to repair them 
Many retard Weir cure, and ſometimes 
even prevent it, by leaving off the mercury as 
ſoon as it affects the mouth, and taking open- 
ing medicines to carry it out of the body. In 
fact the mercury is too apt to run off by ſtool, 
and never has its full effect on the ſyſtem when 
carried off too quickly, either by the bowels or 


„The ease with which some people treat these matters, where 
life is concerned, is to me astonishing. A young gentleman lately 
applied to me, who was all over covered with venerealblotches. He 
had been treated on the alterative plan for a considerable time, but 
without effect. I changed the mode of treatment, and he was 
cured in about two months, While under my care he met his old 
doctor, as he was pleased to call him, and. told him what I was doin g. 
He said I would make his mouth stink like the devil, 80 that he 
could not go into genteel company. This is delicacy with a vene 
geance! A man, rather than have a sore mouth for a few weeks, 

18to be eaten vp with the lues venerea; yet there are men who swal. 
low these doctrines, because ä with their own wishes. 


the 
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the mouth. The great art in adminiſtering. 

mercury is to regulate the doſe in ſuch a man- 

ner as to keep the ſyſtem fully ſaturated, with- 

out forcing it off by any of the outlets. This 

= may generally be done by gradually increaſing 

FR the doſe, till the mouth is ſore, and then keep- 
ing it ſo by ſmaller doſes. 

' There is no diſeaſe where the patient is 10 
much inclined to impoſe on the phyſician as in 
this. He will ſeldom tell the truth, and, per- 

baps, never the whole truth; but what is ſtill 
-  worle, he ſeldom implicitly follows the doctors 
| | directions, with regard either to regimen or 
medicines. It is indeed to be regretted that 
many patients cannot obſerve a proper regi- 
men; but it is always in their power to be 
| honeſt, and not impoſe on the doctor by throw—- 
ing one half of their medicines away, while he 
thinks they have taken the whole. This, in- 
ſtead of cheating the doctor, is cheating them- 
ſelves ; and, if they are diſappointed of a cure, 
they certainly deſerve it. The danger of do- 
ing too much is not leſs than of doing too little. 
A patient, who wiſhes for a ſpeedy cure, will 
| often take a double or treble doſe of the me- 
dicine preſcribed to him. Such a man may 
N eſcape, 
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eſcape ; but, by this conduct, he never falls to 
e his life by 


Some patients think it is the buſineſs of the | 
3 ee to find out their diſorders, without being 
told any thing about them. They treat phy- 


ſicians as conjurors, and think they need no 
information. A patient, who wiſhes for a 


cure, cannot be too open and explicit with his 


doctor. He should not only impart every cir- 
cumſtance he knows concerning his diſeaſe, 
but follow the doctor's directions, as far 1 is it 
lies in his power. 

Few things are more difficult than to af 
certain the time when the patient is complete- 
ly cured. It is more a matter of obſervation 
than of caloulation. The quantity of mercury 
taken, the time the patient has uſed it, and 
the preparation he took, muſt all be conſider- 
ed; but they will not aſcertain the point. 
Even the diſappearing of the ſymptoms is fal- 
lacious, as they will ſometimes return; eſpe- 


cially where the patient's habit leans to the 


ſcrofulous or ſcorbutic. The ſafeſt method is 


„ . 


always to continue the medicine for ſome time 
after the ſymptoms have diſappeared ; unleſs 


in caſes where the mercurial action has ceaſ- 


i ed, 
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ed, or the patient's firengthi is exhauſted ; when 
he muſt be put on a courſe of tonic medicines, 
with nouriſhing diet, and allowed the benefit 


of country air, and {ea-bathing if neceſſary. 


ny abſurd opinions ſtill prevail concern- 
his diſeaſe, which lead to very improper 
nduct. Such opinions generally die away 
as the public; mind becomes more enlighten- 
ed; but as that is by no means the caſe with 
regard to medicine, we ſhall mention a few of 
them, only to ſhew how little foundation 
they have either in reaſon or common ſenſe. 

One of the moſt abſurd notions that ever 
entered the mind of man is, that à diſeaſe 


may be cured by communicating it to another. 


Yet in moſt countries this has been believed, 
and is at preſent in this, with regard to the ve- 
nereal diſorder, We might as well ſuppoſe 


that a mad dog, by biting one that had not the 


diſeaſe, would receive a cure; or, that the wretch 
expiring under the plague, would recover by 


communicating the diſeaſe to thoſe around him. 


It would be difficult to ſay whether an at- 


tempt to obtain a cure by communicating the 


diſeaſe to another, is more wicked or abſurd. 


Certain it is, however, that under this impreſ- 


\ | | ſion, 
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fon, innocence is betrayed, and loathſome 
diſeaſes are diſſeminated, without the poſſibi- 
lity of any advantage being derived from it. 


On this falſe idea infants are abuſed, and the 


moſt flagitious crimes perpetrated to remove 


what will yield only to the proper antidote ; 
and, what ſtill tends to aggravate the crime, 
this antidote is known to all, and is ſo eaſily 


purchaſed, that all may obtain it. 

Nor is the idea of retaliation leſs wicked. 
Becauſe a worthleſs woman has communicated 
the diſeaſe to a diſſipated man, is he entitled 
to transfer it to as many as he can? The per- 


fon who acts on this principle may as well al- 


ledge that, becauſe he has been robbed on the 
highway, he has a right to make repriſals, by 


taking every man's money he meets. The 


law would tell him otherwiſe ; and it is pity 
there ſhould not be a law to puniſh the un- 
principled libertine, who makes it his boaſt that, 


by way of retaliation, he has communicated the 
diſeaſe to as many women as he poſſibly could. 
I his conduct is not only baſe, but criminal. 
| © The man who knowingly communicates a diſ- 
_ eaſe to another, which might prove fatal, cannot, 
in my opinion, be conſidered in any other light 


LES a 


3 than 
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than that of a murderer. Nor is the crime 
much leſs where the conftitution i is ruined. A 
perſon had better be killed at once, than left 
to drag out a life of pain and miſery under 
the influence of a loathſome diſeaſe. 
The man who ſtops another on the high- 


wap, takes a trifle from him, and puts him in 


fear of his life, is hanged ; while the marauder 
on the public health eſcapes with impunity, is 
looked upon as a man of gallantry, and makes 
ſport of that which proves fatal to another. 
But ſporting with diſeaſe is ſporting with hu- 
man life, a thing of the moſt ſerious nature, 
though too little regarded either by thoſe who 
communicate this malady to others, or by 
many of thoſe who pretend to cure it. 

As regular tracts on this ſubject abound, I 
have contented myſelf with throwing toge- 
ther ſome looſe obſervations, chiefly by way 
of caution, without much attention to compo- 
ſition or arrangement. Indeed the whole was 
the amuſement of ſome leiſure hours of an 
evening, when I thought my time might 
be worſe employed, than in furniſhing ſuch 
hints to my readers as I have often had cauſe 
to wiſh my RY had been acquainted with. 

* Though 
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Though a flight degree of knowledge will 
not make a man a phyſician, it may teach him 
to know when he has occaſion for one ; and, 
what is of no leſs importance, it will inforin | 
him when he has fallen into bad hands : nor 
will any one queſtion its utility, where no re- 
gular aſſiſtance of any kind can be obtained. 
Every attempt at theory has been carefully 
| avoided, as it is apt to miſlead the weak mind, 
and draw. off the attention from facts,” the 
knowledge of which is our ſureſt guide in the 
cure of diſeaſes. The ſpeculative phyſician 
may amule himſelf with plauſible theories, and 
even believe that he can cure all diſeaſes by 
his favourite ſyſtem ; but, when he comes to 
real practice, he will find that his art can only 
be learned at the patient's bed-ſide. The 
knowledge of diſeaſes is acquired, like that of 
men, by obſervation. Reading, no doubt, has 
its uſe, but it will never make a phyſician, any 
more than it will an expert mechanic, or a 
complete ſeaman. I would rather truſt myſelf 
in the hands of an experienced nurſe, than of a 
theoretical phyſician. 1. have known more 
inſtances than one of a phyſician falling a ſa- 


crifice to his own theory. | 
BS: Although 
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Although my motive in publiſhing the fol- 


lowing tract is to leſſen the ſum of human 


1. evils; yet I lay my account with all the ob- 
* loquy and abuſe that the faculty, and their 


* 


emiſſaries, can beſtow on me. I have expe- 


rienced a plentiful ſhare of it already, and this 
attempt is not likely to leſſen their malice, or 


conciliate their eſteem. All who cannot, or 
dare not. think for themſelves, are fure to be 


the avowed enemies of the author who enter- 


tains more liberal ideas than thoſe of his co- 


| temporaries : while the ſordid part, who think 


their trade in danger, allow him no quarter. 


Little do theſe malevolent ſpirits know, that 


their conduct is the direct way to eſtabliſh 


what they wiſh to ſuppreſs. Uſeful works 
will force their way in ſpite of all nn. 


and are often aided by it. 
The man who attempts any thing out of the 
common road, has not only the ignorant and ' 


- intereſted to contend with, but alſo the 


prejudices of paſt ages to overcome. Men 
are tenacious of eſtabliſhed opinions, and quit 
with reluctance the paths in which they have 


been accuſtomed to tread. The moſt abſurb 
een gon a ſanction from time; and it is 


deemed 
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deemed a kind of ſacrilege to attempt to over- 


turn them. In this predicament ſtands me- 
dicine at preſent; and the author, who en- 


deavours to free it from trammals, and extend 


its utility, is ſure to create an hoſt .of foes. 
In other branches of ſcience men conſider 


themſelves as entitled to have an opinion. 


But whoever has dared to think for himſelf, 
in matters relating to health, and was not of 
the faculty, has been looked upon as an in- 


truder, and held up to ridicule. Even in di- 


vinity ſome excellent books have been writ- 
ten by laymen; but phyſic is ſtill engroſſed 
by the faculty, and has ſucceeded accordingly. 


While the ſcience is confined to a ſet of men 
who live by it as a trade, it never will be on 


a liberal footing. The little arts uſed to diſ- 
guiſe and conceal it, only render it ſuſpicious, 


and, inſtead of gaining reſpect to its profeſ- 


: ſors, ſerve to hold them up to contempt. While 


_ phyſicians affect myſtery, they are fair game 
for mem of wit, and their art will continue to 
be the ſtanding butt of ridicule and burleſque. 


To bring medicine out of the ſchools, to 
lay open its hidden treaſures, and to teach men 
how to make a proper uſe of them, have been 

ran 
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reſerved for the preſent age. Something in- 
deed has been done, but much ſtill remains 
undone; and, in all probability, many years 
will elapſe-before mankind in general become 
acquainted with the extenſive utility of the 
medical art. Legiſlators have not availed 
themſelves of its uſe, becauſe they did not 
know it; and thoſe who ſhould have taught 
them, have taken away the key of knowledge * 
Profeſſional men have been afraid to deviate 
from the paths of their predeceſſors, leſt they 
ſhould draw cenſure upon themſelves, and incur 
the hatred and nen of their cotempo- 
raries. 
Thoſe who aw attempted to extend the 
benefits of medicine to mankind, have been 
few in number, and ill requited for their la- 
bour. This, however, ſhall not diſcourage 
me from endeavouring to render medicine 
more extenſively uſeful, While I entertain 
a full perſuaſion, that men may derive many 
and ſolid benefits from a more general acquaint- 
ance with medicine, I ſhall never ceaſe to give 


* 


* A code of "0 for a. 2 of health, properly di- 
gested, and duly executed, would be of more use to mankind than 


all the efforts of the faculty. 
5 thera 
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them all the information in my power, both 
with regard to the prevention and cure of diſ- 
eaſes. I know the conſequence will be freſh 
torrents of abuſe from the faculty, but I am 
prepared for the worſt they can do. ' While 
the reſt of mankind are on my ſide, I can 
laugh at the malice, and deſpiſe the reſent- 
ment of the faculty. 
After the death of my worthy friend and 
collegiate, the late Dr. John Gregory, of Edin- 
burgh, I conſidered myſelf, Dr. Tiflot excepted, 
as the ſole labourer in this vineyard. Dr. 
Gregory often told me that he and 1 entertained 
the ſame ſentiments with regard to the eman- 
 eipation of medicine, and that we ought to 
ſtand by and ſupport one another. But, alas! 
he fell, to the loſs of medicine and of man- 
kind, and I was left to combat the whole pha- 
lanx of phyſic. This was my opinion till a late 
publication undeceived me, and proved that li- 
berality of ſentiment, even in phyſic, is not 

_ confined to any particular ſpot of the globe. 
That my old ſchool-fellow, Dr. Ruſh, of 

: Philadelphia, has the ſame liberal ſentiments 
concerning medicine as 1 entertain, is evident 
om his late publication on the epidemical 
eee | „ fever 
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- fever which committed ſuch ravages in that I 
city. In this treatiſe, the doctor not only 
ſhews his liberality of thinking in medical 
matters, but alſo his benevolent wiſhes for the 
whole human race. In proof of this 1 ſhall 
take the liberty of making a few extracts from 
a work entitled, An Account of the bilious 
remitting Yellow Fever, as it appeared in the 
City of Philadelphia, in the Year 1798, * BEN— 
nu Rusn, M. Doi 4 
„ Tphe hiſtory of the yellow Wenn in the 
Weſt-Indies proves the advantage of truſting 
patients to their own judgment. Dr. Lind 
has remarked that a greater number of ſailors, 
who had no phyſicians, recovered from the fe- 
ver, than of thoſe who had the beſt medical 
aſſiſtance. The freſh air of the deck of a ſhip, 
a purge of ſalt water, and the free uſe of cold 
water, probably e over the Seen of 
the phyſicians. : 
« By committing the care of this and other 
. peſtilential diſeaſes to the people, all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, which prevented the univerſal ſuc- 
ceſs of purging and bleeding in our late epi- 
de mic, will have no operation. The fever 
4 will be 2 in moſt caſes; for all will prepare 
„„ : | themſelves 


ao _ 
— — I” =: . = 25 — - — 2 = 
——— === — * = _ _ 
— OI — —— £ — * = = O = == = 
= — — — — — - — — 
— = = — — ——— — — 


5 

4 * 
bi ' 
tf | 
2 
* 

5 

> 

1 
4} 

& 
2 

4 

I 
M 

is 
i 
'N 
1 5 
45 
14 
'h 
us 
9 

! 
+157 

i! 
. 

. 
bf 


— md . 
— 


| OBSERVATIONS. ER EY 


Fd 


n to receive it by a vegetable diet 
and by moderate evacuations. The remedies 
will be uſed the moment the diſeaſe is felt, 
or even ſeen, and the contagion generated by i it, 
wall be feeble, and propagated only to a, ſmall . 
diſtance from ſuch. patients. 7 here will the; 
de no diſputes among the Phyſicians, about the 
nature of the diſeaſe, to to diſtract. the, public 
mind, as they will, ſeldom be conſulted 3 in it. 
WP. They have narrow conceptions, not only 
af” the divine goodneſs, but of the gradual 
4 progreſs. of knowledge, who ſuppoſe that all 
: peſtilential diſeaſes ſhall. not, : like, the. ſmall 
pox, ſooner or later, ceaſe to be the.ſcourge and 
ter, of mankind. | f 
< Fora long while air, water, and even 
the light of the ſun, Were dealt out by phy- 
; ſicians to their patients with a ſparing hand. 
They poſſeſſed for ſeveral centuries the ſame 
| monopoly over many artificial remedies, | | But 
a new order of things is riſing i in medicine, as 
well as in government. Air, water, and ber 
are taken without the advice of a. phy ſcian, 

and bark and laudanum are now preferibed | 
every-where by nurſes and miſtreſſesof fami- 


les with fafety * advantage. , Human rea- 
* fon 


8 
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Ton cannot be ſtaticnary on theſe ſubjecds 

| The time muſt, and will come, when, i in addi- 
tion to the above remedies, the general uſe of 
calomel, jalap, and the lancet, ſhall be conſi- 
dered among the moſt eſſential articles of the 
knowledge and rights of men. 
Alt js no more neceſſary that a patient 
ſhould be ig ignorant of the medicine he 'takes 
to be cured by it, than that the buſineſs of 
| government | ſhould be conducted with ſecrecy 
In order to inſure obedience to juſt laws. 
Much leſs is it neceſſary that the means of 
"life ſhould be preſcribed in a dead language, 
or dictated with the ſolemn” pomp of a necro- 
mancer. The effects of impoſture in every 
thing are, like the ar ificial health, produced by 
the uſe « of ardent' ſpirits. Its vigour is tempo- 


"rary, + and | is 8 followed 45 225 and 
. | f 
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Boa Arr i e dd to a few men 0 
(lived i in cloſets, ant * was diſting guiſhed by, the 
"nam of philoſophers, DES. Oo 5 
4 teach a H arg In our ſchools 
Tels at and n ally "Wh ings more difficult, 
| than 
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hes the knowledge that would be neceſſary 


to cure a yellow fever or the plague. 


„I would as ſoon believe that Ratifia was 


intended, by the Author of nature, to be the 
only drink of man, inſtead of water, as believe 
that the knowledge of what relates to the 


health and lives of a whole city, or nation, 
ſhould be confined to one, and that a ſmall or 


priviledged order of men. But what have 
phyſicians, what have univerſities or medi- 


cal ſocieties done, after the labours and ſtudies | 


of many centuries, towards Jeſſening the mor- 
tality of peſtilential fevers ? They have either 
copied or contradicted each other in all their 
publications. Plagues and malignant fevers 


are ſtill leagued with war and famine i in their 


ravages upon human life. 


HBotallus in France, and Sydenham.” in 
England, it is true, long ago uſed the proper 
remedies for thoſe diſorders with univerſal ſuc- 5 


ceſs; but they were unable to introduce them 
into general practice. The reaſon is obvious. 
They recommended them i in their writings,only 


to phyſicians. At the expence of an immenſe 


load of obloquy, I have addreſſed my publica- 


tions to the people. The appeal, though ha- 
E 2 25 = zardous, | 
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zardous i in the preſent ſtate of general Know- 
ledge i in medicine, has ſucceeded. The citi- 
zens of Philadelphia are delivered from their 
fears of copious evacuatious, of cold air, and 
cold water, and above all of a fore mouth from 
mercury, in the cure of the yellow fever; and 
the pride and formalities of medicine, as far as 
they relate to this diſeafe, are now as com- 
pletely diſcarded, in our city, as the rer nens 
of witcheraft were above a century ag.” 
What Dr. Ruſh thinks a bold meaſure at 
this time, I undertook above thirty years ago, 
and Have ever ſince been the bntt of medical 
malice. © The period is ndt yet arrived when 
medical publications may be addreſſed to the 
people witli impunity. The ſame ſpirit of 
perſecution has been excited againſt Dr. Ruſh 
beyond the Atlantic ocean, which I have ex- 
*perienced on this fide of it. In all probability 
ſome ages will elapſe before phyſicians can 
be convinced that their art will never be truly 
honeurable, nor extenſively uſeful, till its doc- 
trines are laid open, and candidly ſubmitted to 
the examination of all men. While diſguife 
of any kind is practiſed, quackery will prevail, 
and medicine will be little better an a piece 
.of . 


is 


| There 
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There is not a greater miſtake thin to ſup- 
poſe- that diffuſing medical knowledge ;encou- 
rages quackery. Quackeryis founded on igno- 
rance. The man who writes a medical pre- 
fcription, couched in myſtical characters and in 


an unknown tongue, countenances quackery, 
the very exiſtence of which depends on diſguiſe. 


If the faculty wiſh to ſuppreſs theſe peſts of ſo- 
ciety, the advertiſing quacks, they muſt lay 
aſide all manner of diſguiſe, and act like honeſt 


men. While quacks, and ignorant retainers to 


phyſic, engroſs the largeſt ſhare of the prac- 


tice, medicine will not be a bleſſing to mankind; 
but this will always be the caſe ill men be- 


come ſo enlightened in medicine, as to be able 
to diſtinguiſh between the real [phyTician, and 


the mere pretender. 


:As my former publication has been garbled, . 


and ſerved up in a variety -of forms, I make 


no doubt but this will ſhare the ſame fate. It 
is my duty therefore to inform the public, that. 
no medical book, bearing my name, except this, 


and the Domeſtic Medicine, printed by. Mr. 


| Strahan, of London, is genuine. This caution 


is the more neceſlary, as the ſize, type; paper, 


title, and matter of = book have been ſo ; 
BE cloſely 
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Fx imitated, £ that whole ſpurious editions have 
Men . been emboldened to cominit 1 cheſe 
frauds, from a perſuaſion that I was dead. A 
report to this purpoſe was circulated, by the 
- faculty, ſoon after the publication of my book: 
no doubt with a view to hurt my practice. 
It had a tendency, however, to promote 
the ſale of the book“, and has been to me 
a perpetual ſource of amuſement. I have 
ſeldom gone into mixed company without hear- 
ing many things which never could have reach- 
ed the ears of an author ſuppoſed to be alive. 
This will enable me to tell the faculty many 
things they little think I know; and, by-and- 
by, I ſhall tender them ſome wholeſome AD- 
VICE, without a fee. At preſent I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with giving them one hint, which 
is, to adhere a little more eloſely to truth. The 
miſrepreſentations which have been circulated | 


| concerning the Domeſtic Medicine and its 


author, would fill a folio volume; and, what 
to ſome will appear ſurpriſing, it conſiſts with 
his knowledge, that, by theſe miſrepreſenta- 
tions, even Royal Ears have been abuſed. 


® The works of dead authors 2 arc generally more exteemed than 


1 ane, ring. 
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1. am ſorry to obſerve, that of all thoſe who 


have attempted to imitate my book, no one 


has been ſo fortunate as to improve upon it. 
This, however, I confider as very practicable. 


It was a juvenile performance, and is, in many 


things, defective. Theſe defects I have, from 
time to time, endeavoured to ſupply, as the fre- 
quent editions afforded me opportunities. But, 


as the book is now become too bulky. to ad- 


nit of any farther additions, they muſt appear 
in a ſeparate volume *. 

As medical treaſures of immenſe value till 
lie concealed from the public eye, it is my ſu- 


preme wiſh to bring them to light, for the be- 


nefit of my fellow- men. Should I live to ac- 


cempliſh this important purpoſe, I hope it will 


be thought that I have not lived altogether in 


vain. If mankind is benefited, my end will 


be anſwered. The faculty may then vent their 
ſpleen in what manner they pleaſe. Their cen- 
ſure will always conſtitute my higheſt praiſe. 


* I intend, as soon as leisure will permit, to publich a 8econd vo- 
lume of the Domestic Medicine, by way of Appendix. This, be- 
side many new articles, will contain the practical observations of 

| above thirty years, which have elapsed since the fut part was 

written. When that is completed, I hope i it will render the work 
not altogether unworthy of the favourable reception with which it 
has been honoured by the public, : ; 
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how it was introduced into this part of the 
globe, are queſtions of very little importance. 


To check its progreſs, however, and prevent 
the ravages it makes on the human ſpecies, 
are objects of the firſt conſideration. Theſe 
- ravages are more extenſive than is generally 

imagined. © Though few die under the diſeaſe, 
yet its effects prove fatal to many. Num- 
berleſs conſtitutions are inevitably ruined, even 
before the patient is aware of his danger, or 
the proper ſteps have been taken to prevent it. 

Nor do theſe ſufferings affect the guilty 
alone; the innocent are often involvedin them: 
even the infant unborn is puniſhed for the 
vices of its parents. Society itſelf is a ſuffer- 
er. -Inſtead of a robuſt and healthy race, men 


become weak and puny; are worn out with 
Nag F 55 


iy *>c &. wel * 
g > 


almoſt the only one for which we poſſeſs a ſpe- 
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the ſcrophula and other diſeaſes, till at length, 


become unfit for ſuſtaining the common func- 


tions of ie, thay dvindle off T the face of the 


earth. 
It has long 6 my opinion that much of 


= the miſchief occaſioned by the venereal diſeaſe 


might be prevented; and that whoever effects 
this purpoſe will be one of the greateſt bene- 


factors to ſociety. This important purpoſe 
can only be effected by teaching men how to 


avoid the malady; and, when they have been 


fo unfortunate as to catch the infection, to point 


out the means by which its bad conſequences 


may generally be obviated. And here I will 


venture to ſay, that if men were taught to do 
what is in their own power, and had reſolu- 
tion to put it in practice, there would ſeldom 


be occaſion for the phyſician, and little reaſon 


Je to dread the ea of | the venereal. in- 


ſection, . 
While men are kept in 8 dark; and told 


that they are not to uſe their own underſtand- 
ing, in matters that concern their health, they 
will be the dupes of deſigning Knaves ; 


and a diſeaſe, tractable in its nature, and 


fic 


cific n will be ſuffered to commit its ra- 
vages on the human race. and to emibitter the 
moſt delicious draught that Heaven — be- 


ſtowed ſor the ſolace of human life. 


In the firſt edition of my Domeſtic Medi- 
cine the venereal diſeaſe was not inſerted. 
The reaſons which, at that time, induced me 
to leave it out were of a delicate nature. 
Though time and experience have long con- 
vinced me that they were groundleſs; yet there 
are not a few who have expreſſed a wiſh- to: 
ſee this diſeaſe treated of at more length, and 


in a ſeparate volume. With this wiſh I choſe; 
on many accounts, to comply. Several cir- 


. cumſtances attending this diſorder, which do 
not apply to any other, render it highly neceſ- 
_ fary that every- one ſhould eee „ 


with its ſymptoms and method of cure. 
The venereal _ ariſes from the gratis 
benzin of the which Nature 


has implanted in 9 @ paſſion 
hich has often acquired its full ſtrength ber 
fore Reaſon has aſſumed her throne, and which 


not unfrequently ſets Reaſon, even in the: full 
plenitude of her power, at deſiance. Na- 


ture never intended that ine propagation of 
Fol / C the 
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p09 RPE of this puſtton is ac- 
knowledged by all; yet, in moſt countries; a- 


_ degree of turpitude, unleſt under certain dir- 


cumſtances is arne rec to its gratification.” 


Piss lays the foundation of concealment, which 


to often, both in a men medical view, 
produces tragical conſequerices;  * 
or:falſe modeſty, have — many a young 
man 10 conceal. his fituation, till the diſeaſe 
Hus become incurable; which; if taken in the 
frſd age; -would not have oecaſioned the 
ſmidleſt degree of danger, « or done the leaft i in- 
Jay to his cn tüt ion 
What pity hat a young man, the hopes 
of his cDUj , am the darling of his parents, 
| ſhould be ſnatchiec from alt the profpects /in 
enjoyments ef life," by the folly - of onb un- 
guaned moment, and by a diſeaſe which is 
not; in its on mature; fatal; und Which never 
proves ſt; unluſt from neglect or improper 
tretmont le Met theſe diſtreſſinig (Genes becur 
buveryiday, while ali afflicted parents often re- 
min in 2 the real cauſe 
ee ee 24117 6-20.97 49% 245 3 
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When the unhappy ſufferer by his: diſeaſe 


perceives his ſituation, the fame inclination to 


_ conceal it too often induces him to apply to 
thoſe peſts. of ' ſociety, the advertiſing quacks;” 
who, while they promiſe a ſudden and ſecret 
cure, generally diſappoint him. Every man 
converſant in the cure of this diſeaſe will readily 
own, that the moſt. deplorable caſes he meets 
with, are thoſe which have been under the 
care of quacks ;- till the patient, convinced of 
their ignorance, had recourſe to proper advice. 
Ihe quack not only holds out the lures of 

expedition and concealment, but of cheapneſs. 
To ſome patients this is a matter of import - 
ance: in this expectation, however, they are 
ſure to be diſappointed. ' When the quack 


finds that the patient's pocket will held out no 


he is cured, or leaving him to find a remedy 


where he cat No doubt the moſt" ignorant 
pretender mla ſometimes ſucteed; ; but as 


untoward circumſtances will frequently occur, 


it is ſufer to be in the hands of one who 
ktiows how to treat them, than of him who 
practifes' tit random, and waren ee, caſe 
en 09006 007 #149 | 
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We daily ſeea pill, a powder, or a drop ad- 
vertiſed to cure the venereal diſeaſe. It would 
be equally proper to advertiſe a pill or drop to 
cure all diſeaſes. The different ſymptoms of 
the venereal- diſorder require as different a 
method of treatment as any two diſeaſes what- 

ever. Indeed, properly ſpeaking, it is two 
diſcaſes ; or, at leaſt, appears under two ſuch 


different forms, as to require a total different 


mode of treatment. Whoever advertiſes any 
one noſtrum for the cure of this diſeaſe, evi- 
dently knows nothing about it: the different 
forins under which it appears, not only re- 
quire different medicines, but even the ſymp- 
toms, at different periods of the ſame ſpecies, 
differ widely from one e and are not to 
be treated in the ſame manner. -- 

The whole art of medicine conſiſts i in diſeri- 
mination. Any man may know drugs, but few 
know how to apply them. When a man tells 
us that mercury will cure the venereal diſ- 
_ eaſe, he informs us of nothing, unleſs he 
points. out the ſymptoms in which mercury is 
proper, and alſo the manner in. which it ought 
to be adminiſtered. Mercury adminiſtered at 
random, which I fear is too often wy caſe, 
muſt do more miſchief than good. 


One 


 mTRODUETION: —  &« @ 


One great misfortune attending thoſe who 


are afflicted with this malady is the neceſſity | 


of diſguiſe. In many ſituations of life a man 
may be ruined by its being known that he 
laboured under the venereal diſeaſe. The 
peace of many families has been broken by 
the miſtake of an unguarded moment, when 
all the injury might have been repaired, and 


the matter kept an abſolute ſecret, had the 
unfortunate perſon known how eaſy a thing it 


is to remove this malady on its firſt appear- 


Were any apology neceſſary. for ex- 
tending the knowledge of this diſeaſe, the 
above would be more than ſufficient. - 5 


In all diſeaſes it is of importance, as ſoon as 


poſſible, to know the nature and tendency of 
the complaint: but in none more ſo than in 


the venereal. This dreadful malady, which, 


in its advanced ſtages, commits ſuch ravages on 


the human ſyſtem, as to deſtroy even its moſt 


ſolid parts, may be disarmed of all its virulence 
by ſome gentle applications on its firſt appear- 
ance. To negligence, or to trifling with the 
firſt ſymptoms, we owe all the miſchief ariſ- 


| ing from the ee diſeaſe. 


Other 


* 


of an untoward kind will ſometimes occur, which 
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Other Abenden often: attack men unawares : ; 
put this is ſeldom the caſe with the venereal 
diſeaſe. It is generally the effect of an overt 
_ aQt, of which the patient muſt have been con- 
ſcious, and has conſequently reaſon to expect 
it. Thus warned, he is prepared to meet the 


5 diſorder in its moſt early | ſhape, and to uſe ſuch 
means for preventing its further progreſs, as 


will be pointed out in the ſequel 


A truly diſtreſsful ſituation frequently oc- 
curs, which makes an acquaintance with the 

_ early ſymptoms of this diſorder neceſſary. It 
may be communicated in a variety of ways, 


and is often caught by nurſes, and by mar- 


lives, but who either want honeſty or reſolu- 
tion to warn them of their danger. The de- 
plorable ſituation to which ſuch innocent per- 


ſons are often reduced, before they are appriſed 


of their danger, makes ſuch communications 


as this highly neceſſary. 
Though in nineteen out of — . 


where this diſeaſe occurs, the patient may be 
his own phyſician, yet, from peculiarity of 


conſtitution, or ſome.unknown cauſe, ſymptoms 


may 
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may render it neceſſary to take adv] ice. Theſe 
ſituations will be marked, and I would adyiſe 


the patient always to apply to a man of character 
and ſkill in his profeſſion, but never to truſt 


himſelf in the hands of a quack. It will be 


ſaid, why not apply to a man of {kill from the 


beginning? When this is in the patient's power, 
it ought to be done ; but in many ſituations 
men of ſkill are not to be found, and where 
they are, it is not always in the patient's power 
to obtain their aſſiſtance. It is. chiefly for 


men ſo ſituated that the following. pages are 


' compoſed. They are not intended to ſuper- 
ſede the phyſician, but to ſhew the patient 
what is in his. own power in ſituations where 
better aſſiſtance cannot be obtained. 


It is acknowledged on all hands that Fe 


venereal diſeaſe is leſs fatal than it was former- 
ly. This does not ſeem to ariſe from. any. 


change i in the nature of the. diſorder. Caſes 


every day occur, Where. it- diſplays all the vi- 


rulence it ever poſſeſſed, and the miſerable, 


victims to its 9h; 4 die in a condition too hor- 


| _ to NT 2.5 e Heaven, however, 


| thei - 
i * Fe of this, I _ informed, a few an ago, by the gen- 1 


nn who attend the Military Hospital at Woolwich, that some 
G | Cages 
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theſe are few; and, if proper attention were 


paid to the firſt ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, they 
| would be ſtill leſs numerous. 21127 


There is no diſeaſe Which tines! ſuch 


ftriking proofs of the advantages of diffuſing 
medical knowledge as this. When men were 


8 totally ignorant with regard to the nature and 
ſymptoms of this diſeaſe, they conſidered it as 


a plague, and gave themſelves + for loſt 


whenever they were afflicted with it: their 
friends and relations abandoned them, and they 


were not only denied all medical aſſiſtance, but 
often left to periſh for want of the neceſfa- 


| ries of life. 


It was held in ſuch ue that whole fa- 


| milies, where it was ſuppoſed tobe hereditary, 
were deff . and all connexions with them 


avoided. Individuals were not allowed to 
come into company, nor would any one eat, 
drink, or fleep with them. People were even 
afraid to live under the fame roof with the 
paticht, ! . they f ſhould catbh. the infection. 


wo? * 


caves of the lues have of late 1 thts; which, in spite of all 
their efforts, destroy the whole genetalia, corrode all the muscular 
flesh on the neighbouring parts, and lay the abdominal viscera | 


Nor 


vw, Ve 1% 


bare before the mbzerable patient dies, | + * . 
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N or was this alla ; a degree of moral . 
tude was annexed to this malady, which. ren 
dered the unhappy ſufferer. an os of reli· 
E abhorrencgce. ee 
„ While ſuch opinions n concerning 
— The e patient hae conceal 
his ſituation with all poſſible care, and would 
ſuffer every thing rather than become an ob- 
ject of diſgrace and ridicule. I have heard 
many. people ſay, that rather than it ſhould be 
known. they had this malady, they would loſe 
their lives. While ſuch ſentiments as theſe 
prevailed, it is no warde the en eule 
often have proved fatal. foe 19 
In a fever or xheum til m, even when opaar 
ſioned by the patient s imprudence, he is 
eſteemed an object of compaſſion, and meets 

with general commiſeration; ; While the W 
happy ſufferer under the venereal . diſeaſe is 
| ſeldom pitied—nay, ſome are even ſo cruel as 
to think he ſhould be ſuffered to periſh without 
e. Widely different is the language 
of 3 which bids us do al we can to re- 
lieyve our ſellow- creatures in e from 
whatever cauſe, it may ariſe. 
| G62 People | 


ji _  InfRoDveriox. 


people now; who are able to pa pay or it, 
Senerälly apply for afſiſtance on the firſt ap- 
no of the diſeaſe, and ſeldom allow it to 
proceed till it becomes incurable. -  Unhappily, 
© however, this ceſcription. of people i is not nu- 
merous. For one that is able to obtain pro- 
ber advicb, ten have either no advice at all, 
or, What is worſe than none, bad advice. What 
Was formerly called the gentleman' s diſeaſe is 
now equally common among the loweſt ranks 
m cities. It is here the" poiſon lurks, which, 
I fear, will never be erudicated. Though gen- 
tlemen ſeldom ſuffer the diſeaſe to remain un- 
| tured; yet, when the infection has been 
_ caught, perhaps in its moſt virulent form, by 
an artificer, a common ſervant, or a day la- 
bourer, it is more than an equal —_ _ 
his ever obtaining u radical cure. | 
There is one claſs of ſociety FRO wh 
this diſeaſe may be ſaid to have its ſtrong hold: 
I mean that deſeription of females commonly 
called women of the town. - However theſe un- 
happy perſons were brought into this ſituation, 
they are certainly entitled to our pity, eſpecjally 
when, to all their other 1 this loath- 
Toy and cruel difeaſe i is added. | 
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© Very few of this claſs of patients ever get 
thoroughly well. They generally apply to 
the moſt ignorant retainers to the medical art, 
and even to theſe they never do juſtice. They 
ſeldom take the medicines preſcribed to them, 
and, when they do, they are unable to obſerve 
a proper regimen. Their neceſſities oblige 
them to go out in all kinds of weather, and 
their diſſolute mode of living is ſuch as to coun- 


teract the operation even of the beſt-laid plan 
for effecting their cure, and to defeat the en- | 


deavours of the ableſt phyſician. r e 271901 


| Though unable to pay for advice, they hve | 
much in their own power, both with reſpect 


to the prevention and cure of the diforder. 


By a thorough attention to cleanlineſs, they 
may often avoid the infection; and, by ob- 


ſerving the directions contained in the follow- 


ing pages, they will be able to prevent the diſ- 


eaſe from going ſo far as to endanger the con- 


ſtitution. It is my fixed opinion that thoſe | 


two ſcourges of mankind, the great and the 
ſmall pox, might both be diſarmed of their 


malignity, ſo far as to be no bre the .dread , 


and terror of the human race. If this is in 
the power of medicine, who will dare to ſay 


that | | 


n 


5+ 
that "TY art is not of the e grout e 
to ſociety? 1 

In a former work I: Fare 3 to 
ſpew that the ſmall pox may be rendered al- 
moi harmleſs by inoculation; and, in the fol- 
_ lowidg:-pages, I ſhall attempt to prove that 
the venereal diſeaſe may be diſarmed of all its 
Ring, by a due abe its firſt pte. 
culty to ee my conduct as much as they 
pleaſe, and ſhall truſt to thoſe who reap the be- 
nefit of my writings te vindicate their author. 


6 the venereal diſeaſe has become milder 


than it was formerly, this change is not owing 


to the {kill: of the faculty, but to the general 
knowledge diffuſed: among mankind, concern= 


ing this, as well as other diſeaſes, Though 
almoſt aſhamed to own it, Iam old enough to 
remember a method of treating this diſeaſe 
taught in the univerſities, which to an apothe- 


"_— ON — of the ee times, would 
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ae of this difeaſe; ſince the publication of the 
| Domeſtic! Medicine, is:a: ſufficient apology for 
treating it here at more length; eſpecially as 
r NE 5 the 
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the opportunities I have lately had of ſeeing 
the diſorder under every form, have been: far 
more numerous than during the early period 
of my practice. My knowledge of the . 
eaſe then was chiefly taken from books. 
ſhall now do little more than tranſcribe . - 
own obſervations, adding, from other authors, 

ſuch as have not occurred to myſelf. 1 ſhall 
not wantonly reje& the ſentiments of other 
writers; neither ſhall I implicitly adopt them, 
unleſs where I have * to think ay! are 
well founded. e | 
I am ſorry to ſay that the conduct of « one 
claſs of the faculty, who claim a kind of exclu- 
ſive right to the treatment of the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, is a ſtrong inducement for me to make 
mankind in general more acquainted with it. 
The delicate ſituation in which ſome perſons 
who have received the infection, are placed, 

puts it in the power of thoſe whom they en- 
truſt with their cure, to make very extrava- 
gant demands, as they know few people would 
chuſe to litigate a claini of this nature. I am 
far from ſaying that this is the conduct of ſur- 
geons in general; but that ſome are guilty of 
it, I well know ; and I cannot help conſider- 
| . 
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ing it as the moſt infamous ſpecies of impoſi- 
ſioon that can be practiſed on any man. 


plete treatiſe on the venereal diſeaſe. This 
has been very fully accompliſhed by others ; 
neither would it ſuit the nature of my per- 
formance, which only aims at exhibiting | ſuch 
a view of that malady as will enable any per- 
fon of common ſenſe to know when he has 
# caught the infection; and, at the ſame time, 
bl 5 to ſuggeſt the proper means for preventing its 
1 progreſs, or removing it in the early ſtages. 


It is far from my intention to write a com- 
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To eve diſeaſes yy be 8 more import 
ance than to cure them. Little attention, 
however, has been paid to this branch of the 
medical art, eſpecially with regard to the ve- 


nereal diſeaſe. Here the prophylaxis has been 
generally left to quacks, who, by puffing their 
pretended antidotes, have amaſſed fortunes, 


while credulous men, by truſting to their lies, 


have been tricked out of their money and their 


lives. I have known a dignified noſtrum- 


monger inſiſt that a gentleman had not the 


lues, merely becauſe he had uſed his lotion ac- 
carding to the printed directions. In this 
H . opinion 
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opinion he ping till the patient had nearly 


1 loſt his life * 


Men ſeldom give themſelves any trouble 
about a diſeaſe till they have it. They think 
it is ſoon enough to apply the remedy when 


they feel the diſorder. Hence the buſineſs 
of prevention is neglected, and authors com- 


plain that little can be done to effect this pur- 


poſe ; while the fact is, that the proper means 


are ſeldom uſed. 

That both the clap and pox may be often 
prevented, by due attention to cleanlineſs 
alone, does not admit of a doubt : and even 
where: the pocky infection has been commu- | 
nicated; its haneful eſſects on the ſyſtem may 
be obviated by; the, teln and. < proper ne 
tion of an 


5 Fun ago T ecru to. Nog as,umpire. Ain, a, 


curgeon and his patient. The Surgeon | insisted that the patient. 
was poxed, while the other denied it, and refused to take the 
proper medicines. E at first sight, declared the disease to be a- 


confirmed pox.5. on which. the, gentleman. produced a letter from a 
titled quack, desiring him to make himself easy, for that he could 


not possibly be poxed, if he had made use of his wash according 


to the printed directions, I told him I knew nothing of the wash, 
but was certain that no wash, if uged agcording to these directions, 


would ever prevent the infection from taking place, and that his 
Situation exhibited an evident proof GEL: | 


1 do 
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I donot mean to quibble about names but 
1 maintain that a man who has a chahore on- 
ly, cannot, with propriety, be ſaid to he poxed. 
If the diſeaſe can be Nopped in this fiats, 
which, in moſt caſes it may; ſürely the pox is, 
to all intents and purpoſes, prevented; or, 
What is nearly equivalent to prevention, the 
diſeaſe is rendered ſo mild as to be inoffenfive 
to the ſyſtem. When a diſeaſe cannot be 
eradicated, which I am convinced is the cafe, 
both with regard to the great arid ſmall pox, 
our buſineſs ſurely is to render it as mild us 
_ poſſible ; and, thank Heaven! it is now in the 
power of medicine t6 Gart theſe herculeah 
maladies, fo as to render their influence on the 


humän conſtitution very inconfiderable. ' 


The buſineſs of prevention arranges itſelf 
under the three followin g heads; namely, 
the moral, political, and * means hon ob- 
viating this malady. 

Jo the firſt of theſe, as far 45 my - poceſtiog- 


tion goes, very little attention has been paid; 
the ſecond, unleſs in ſome ſmall Rates; Has been 
wholly neglected; and the third, as has been 

already obſeryed; is e MEA m the hands 


of quacks, 
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A young man of good morals. is certainly 
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leſs apt to fall into thoſe. ſnares which, too of- 


ten, lead toi deſtruction, than one who has 
never been warned of his danger, but is left 
to follow: the bent of his own inclinations. 
No ſaying is more true than, „that the wick - 


eld ſhall not live half his days,. I have ſeldom 


known a young man; whoſe morals had been 


neglected, who did not daſh into every vice as 


Won as he was capable of it; and whoſe: life 


was not, by that means, contracted. If pa- 
rents knew how neceſſary a moral education 


is for prolonging the liyes of their offspring, 


they would perhaps, pay more attention to it, 
than when they conſider it as merely aer. 
vient to their happineſs in a future ſtate. 
e An attention to health, which ought to be a 
primary object in the education of children, is 
ſeldem conſi dered as eyen a ſecondary one; 


While trifling accompliſnments, of little im- 


portance in the purſuits of life, generally en- 
groſs the attention both of maſter and ſcho- 
lar. Lam happy, however, to find that an at- 
tempt has lately been made by Dr. Fanſt, a 
German phyſician, to impreſs .the minds both 


of teachers and their _ with an idea of 
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the importance of health; and that this at- 
tempt has met with the warmeſt approbation 
of his Serene Highneſs the Prince of Wirzberg. 
1Moung men are prodigal of life. They 
ruth. it wantonly away at the very time it is 
moſt worth preſerving: nor do they know the 
value of health till it is loſt, Many painful 
hours might be prevented by a few cautions duly 
enforced on the young mind. Early impreſ- 
ſions are ſeldom eradicated. They generally 
form the conduct, and become the rules of life. 
Were a young man taught to believe that the 
paths of pleaſure lead to deſtruction; that if 
he purſues them, he will never arrive at ma- 
ture age, but fall the early victim of loath- 
ſome diſeaſe; he would ſhun pleaſure more 
than the gates of hell. The genuine conſe- 
quences of vice need only to be painted in their 
true colours, in order to male it an object of 
horror to the youthful mind. 
Voung men ought not 3 to be he 
to ſhun the allurements of vice; but, if they 
ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to contract the 
venereal diſeaſe, by no means to conceal it. 
Candour i is a virtue; and, as the poet ſays, the 
firſt fault is eaſieſt to avow. The -compli- 
cated 
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cated miſchief ariſing from concealment of this 
malady is only known to thofe who have an 
opportunity of ſeeing it in every ſhape and 
form under which it appears. A young man 
ought oertainly to ſtand in awe of parents and 
guardians ; but by no means to be ſo over- 
_ awed as to loſe his life, rather than diſcloſe his 
ſituation. This, . is no uncommon 
Though the beſt ae 4 virtue is a 
good moral education, yet a young man who 
has had every advantage of this kind may go 
wrong; he will ſeldom, however, perſiſt in er- 
' Tor; whereas a youth, void of principle, will 
not only run headlong into vice and folly, but 
will ſeldom ſtop till he has ruined both his 
fortune and conſtitution. 
As example has more influence than pre- 
cept, it might be of uſe to young men, were 
they occaſionally taken to places where the 
unhappy ſufferers, under the venereal diſeaſe, 
are congregated. They would there ſee the 
wretched condition to which thoughtleſs youth 
may be reduced by the act of one unguarded 
moment. I have known the firſt . miſtake 
made by a young man, in this way, eeſt him 
"> Wl 
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bis life; and have ſeen. others, who, from a 
ſingle unfortunate connection, were rendered 
incapable, ever alter, of enjoying n 
happineſs. | 

Though parents, tutors, and mi Were 
to uſe every; endeavour to keep youth frona 
the ſhares laid for them by bad women,; 
yet, owing to the want of police in moſt great 
cities, they would, find their efforts. frequently 
fruſtrated, It is there the corruption, of 
youth is almoſt unavoidable-;. and thein de- 
ſtruction, alas! is: but too often the conſe- 
quence. 

Much might be PRIOR leſſening the 
ravages of: this baneful malady by the exer- 
tions of the public magiſtrate; But to effect 
this purpoſe: would require more {kill and at- 
tention than one magiſtrate in a hundred: is 


 equal;to, Undue interference in, theſe mat- 


ters does miſchief, and to put them under pro- 
per regulations would require the moſt con- 
ſummate wiſdom. This, however, is no rea- 
lon. why. lewd: women ſhould: be ſuffered: to 


prowl about in the public ſtreets: without. the 


leaſt reftraint; 


Were 


. * e. 
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Were men to be ſeen at the corner of every 


ſtreet in a great city, armed with ſwords and 
bludgeons to put every one in fear of his life, 
who would not comply with their demands; 
the public mind would be quickly rouſed, and 
proper meaſures taken to ſuppreſs them; yet 
the danger is nearly equal from thoſe unhappy 
females, who lie in wait to enſnare the un- 
guarded youth as he paſſes along. The young 
man muſt have uncommon reſolution indeed, 


who can always reſiſt theſe temptations; yet 


by yielding, in a ſingle inſtance, he may be un- 
done. One ſtep leads on to another, till the 
unwary victim, immured in vice, finds it im- 
poſſible to retreat. It ſignifies very little, if 


1 man is robbed of his health or property, 


whether it is done under the influence of one 
paſſion or another. 16 

Nor is youth alone in danger; even age 
and experience are not always ſufficient pro- 
tections againſt the allurements of beauty, and 
ſolicitation. Numbers, who would not go in 
queſt of an amour, are not able to reſiſt the 
temptation when thrown in their way with all 
its embelliſhments, eſpecially after the ſocial 


humour has been excited by v wine and agree- 
| able 
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able company. It is then the proſtituted 
beauty becomes dangerous, and the health, 
happineſs, and peace of families are ſacrificed. 
Even the delicacy of modeſt women 1s hurt 
by the number of common proſtitutes which 
they daily ſee in the open ſtreets; and their 
example muſt have an unfavqurable influence ' 
on the younger part of the ſex. 
I ſhall be told there are laws in this coun 
try for puniſhing ſuch women. True ; but 
are any meaſures taken to prevent the evil ? 
the means uſed to ſuppreſs them are at once 
cruel and ineffectual. There is no want of 
good laws in this country for puniſhing crimes ; 
but there are few, or none for preventing 
them. Preventing crimes, like preventing diſ- 
eaſes, would be of infinitely more importance 
than puniſhing the criminal. 8 
Were it my province here to dip into affairs 
of police, I ſhould think it an eaſy matter to 
ſuggeſt a plan by which the public ſtreets of 
great cities might be freed from thoſe women, 
who, by night and by day, infeſt them, without 
laying any unneceſſary or improper reſtraints 
on the intercourſe between the different ſex, 
dictated by nature and reaſon, Indeed all 
WE. I undue 
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_ undue reſtraints on that intercourſe do miſ- 
chief. They lead to the commiſſion of unna- 


tural crimes, and to the formation of con- 
nexions which prove injurious to the deareſt 


intereſts of ſociety. 


Proper laws for the preſervation of health, 


do not exiſt in any country with which I am 


acquainted ; but it does not from hence follow 
that they are not of great importance. Even 


' thoſe laws which are made for the protection 
of property are not, in my opinion, more ne- 


ceſſary, for the happinefs of ſociety, than thoſe | 
which relate to health ; though every man 
thinks he can take care of the latter, but 
wiſhes the former to be Pres by penal ſta- 


- tutes. 


- With the legiſlators of ancient ſtates, health 
ſeems to have been a primary object of conſi- 
deration ; nor do we think it would derogate 
from the honour of modern legiſlators were 
they to follow the example. Moſes, who was 


certainly one of the moſt ancient legiſlators 


of whom we have any account, has evidently 
employed a great part of his excellent code of 
laws, in laying down rules both for the me 


vention and cure of diſeaſes. 
I know 


ag es, /“, , 
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I know the waſhings, ſeparations, and purifi- 
cations enjoined by Moſes, are ſuppoſed to be | 
religious inſtitutions, and to have a reference 
to inward purity. Be that as it may, they 
were certainly well calculated to preſerve 
health in that country, and among the people. 
for whom they were intended. Indeed 1 
know no country where cleanlineſs can be 
diſpenſed with, or is not IG to the. 
preſervation of health. 

Nor is Moſes ſingular in this. Many of 
the laws of ancient Egypt related to health; 


and, as we are told, that he was inſtructed in 


all the learning of that country, there is little 
doubt that he availed himſelf of this informa- 
tion in framing his code of laws, many of which 
are ſo excellent as to have been adopted by 
the moſt enlightened European nations. 

As impure connexions, however, will take 
place in ſpite of all precautions that can be 
given, we ſhall next proceed to point out ſome 
of the medical preparations which have been 
recommended by way of preventives. 

Preventives, as might naturally be ſuppoſ⸗ 
ed, conſiſt chiefly of waſhes variouſly prepared, 
and — of detergent ingredients. Here, 

3 however, 
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A however, I muſt beg leave to premiſe that all 
ſpecific waſhes are impoſitions on the public. 
* They not only poſſeſs no ſpecific virtues for 
the prevention of the diſeaſe, but they divert 
= the attention from the main object, which is 
i wWuaſhing, by holding up the idea of their be- 
FH ing poſſeſſed of ſome peculiar qualities calcu- 
* | lated to oounteract the poiſon, and Seen its 
taking effect. 
| Much may be done by nn if proper- 
ly performed. We have been told it ſome- 
times fails; it would be wonderful indeed if 
this ſhould never happen. The wonder is, 
that it happens ſo ſeldom, conſidering the cir- 
cumſtances under which it is generally per- 
formed. Moſt of my patients tell me that 
when they caught the diſorder, they were fo 
far intoxicated as not to be capable of paying 
proper attention to the buſineſs of waſhing. 
Another. cauſe of failure is the propenſity 
moſt people have to deſpiſe every thing they 
know, or that is plain and ſimple. - Give them 
any diſguiſed noſtrum, and they will uſe it; 
but they have no faith in the virtues of plain 
water, and, if they have not ſome ſecret waſh 


at hand, the buſineſs is 5 neglected. Even when 
| patients 
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patients have what they eſteem proper waſhes 
by them, they are ſeldom properly uſed. Im- 
merfion alone is deemed ſufficient ;* but no lo- 


tion, let its powers be what they may, can 
prevent the venereal diſeaſe by ſimple immer- 


ſion. | 
Such is the effect of waſhing alone, a a 


gentleman told me he had tried to communi- 


cate the diſeaſe to a lady, with a view to aſcer- 


tain a point of jealouſy; but could not effect it. 


This he attributed ſolely to her extraordinary 
attention to cleanlineſs. I have known men 
who for many years had lived freely, with 


regard to the ſex, yet never caught the vene- 


real infection, owing to their ſtrict attention to 


ablution. 


In all caſes cleanlineſs is a virtue ; but, in 
the commerce between the ſexes, it is indiſpen- 
ſable, and thoſe who neglect it are little bet- 
ter than beaſts. There is a merit in prac- 


tiſing this virtue, even from the fear of diſ- 


eaſe; but, to a perſon thoroughly clean, this 
ſtimulus will not be neceſſary. If any virtue 

prove its own reward, it is cleanlineſs. 
Nor would I have the modeſt matron leſs 
attentive to it than the impure. Men often 
apply 
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apply to me who think themſelves injured by 
their wives. They have inflammations, and 
often ſlight excoriations of the parts, which 
would never happen if their wives were ſuffi- 
ciently attentive, even to the uſe of cold water. 
As a great number of different waſhes have 
been recommended for preventing infection, I 
ſhall inſert a few of them, premiſing, at the 
ſame time, that all their virtues amount to 
little more than thoſe of plain water properly 
applied; or water impregnated with ſuch in- 
gredients, as may render it more detergent, or 
cleanſing, as ſoap-lees, and ſuch like. 

Some recommend water that has been im- 
pregnated with the virtues of quick- lime; 
while others prefer the cauſtic alkali, or even the 
cauſtic volatile alkali, properly diluted. Theſe, 
we have reaſon to believe, are the active in- 
gredients in moſt of the waſhes commonly 
kept as ſecrets, and ſold at a high price to en- 
| hance their value. We have no objection to 
their being uſed, provided the active ingredi- 


ents are ſo diluted as not to hurt or excoriate 


the parts. 
Many uſe Goulard's extract of: lead as a 
waſh : It is not fo much a detergent as a dryer; 
and, 
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and, though it makes a good injection in the 


gonorrhea, we cannot infer from hence that 
it is proper as a preventive lotion. It may be 


uſed of different degrees of ſtrength. What 


I commonly uſe, both externally and internal- 
Iy, conſiſts of a tea-ſpoonful of the extract to 
a tea-cupful * of common water. The cor- 


roſive ſublimate of mercury, diſſolved in wa- 


ter, has been recommended as a proper pre- 
ventive waſh. It may, no doubt, be uſed, but 
requires great caution, otherwiſe it will in- 
flame the parts. One or two grains to æ tea- 
cupful of water is as much as can be uſed with 
ſafety. The ſublimate is doubtleſs a power- 
ful remedy in the lues; but how far its ſpeci- 
fic virtues may operate as a waſh, I cannot ſay, 
as I never made trial of it in this way. 

Even the crude mercury.is by ſome uſed as 
a waſh: It muſt be well triturated with honey 
and turpentine, and afterwards mixed with a 
quantity of water ſufficient to dilute it. It is 


a clumſy preparation. If mercury is to be 


uſed for this purpoſe, we would recommend 
the ſublimate. | 


3 tea · cup is supposed to contain about four ounces. 


Jam 
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„„ bx PREVENTING, &e. . 
'E am inclined to think that a ſolution of 
ſoap, or a little of the ſhaving powder, made 
into a lather, would anſwer this purpoſe as 
well, if not better, than any other waſh what- 
.ever. It muſt, however, be uſed immediately, 
and applied properly. People often blame 15 
the waſh when the fault is their own. No 
waſh will” ſucceed unleſs it is applied my, 
and with due care. 
I know many gentlemen, who, WORE of : 
_ truſting to any particular waſh, make uſe of 
whatever liquid is at hand, as beer, wine, punch, 
negus, brandy and water, rum and water, &c. ; 
indeed ſome recommend brandy alone in pre- 
ference to any thing elſe. I have reaſon to 
believe it is a good waſh, but cannot think it 
the worſe for being diluted with water, eſpe- 
; cially with warm water, if at hand; but it 
ought rather to be uſed cold than time loſt by 
waiting till it is made warm. Any liquor 
may be ſufficiently warmed by „ it for 
a ſhort time in the mouth. | 


CHAP. I. 


' OF THE VIRULENT GONORRHEA, 
OR, 4 btw; of 


IT is is not my intention to enter into a criti- 


cal inquiry concerning the diſt inction between 
ſyphilis and gonorrhcea. 
to embarraſs and bewilder my readers. My 


aim is to mark the ſymptoms peculiar to each, | 
and to point out the method of cure. It is 


not material to know whether gonorrhœa 
ever produces the pox ; or if the pocky mat- 
ter can excite gonorrhea ; blo long as we know 
that each is attended with ſymptoms peculiar 
to itſelf, and that they N a en differ- 
ent method of treatment. 

Many who pretend to cure the venereal 
diſeaſe, treat every ſymptom in the ſame way. 


The very name with them implies the uſe of 


E mercury, 


* * 


8 would only tend 
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mercury, which they br into the ſyſtem, 
with a liberal hand, upon all occaſions. I have 
ſeen conſtitutions totally ruined by the uſe of 


mercury, where there was not occaſion for a 
| ſingle grain. Indeed mercury generally does 


miſchief in a gonorrhoea, but ſeldom my 
| een N 5 . 


The term — is improper: it ſig- | 
| ies a diſcharge of ſemen. Whereas the 


true gonorrbœꝗ virulanta is only a diſcharge of 
mucus from the urethra, without any ſeminal 


evacuation whatever. When this diſcharge is 


accompanied with a ſenſation of heat, and 
ſome degree of pain in paſſing water, which 
the patient has frequently an inclination to 
void, there is little reaſon to doubt that he 
 labours under the gonorrhcea virulenta. 

It is impoſſible to aſcertain the preciſe pe- 


| riod, after impure. coition, at which the running 


will appear. Sometimes it takes place in a 
ſew hours; at other times it requires ſeveral 
days; and in ſome caſes the diſcharge does not 
appear for ſeveral weeks. This variety, how- 
ever, does not ſeem to have any conſiderable 
influence either on the duration or virulence 


of the diſeaſe. In moſt caſes the running 


ata 
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makes its appearance from the third or fourth 


to the ſeventh or eight day. 
The appearance of the diſcharge varies in 


: different patients. It is generally thin, and 


of a yellow colour, with a greeniſh caſt ; 


though ſometimes it is white, and nearly of 


the conſiſtence of purulent matter. In ſome 


caſes the diſcharge is brown, and in others 


bloody, owing to the eroſion of the veſſels in 
the urethra. In common caſes the diſcharge 


from the urethra and heat of urine are the only 


ſymptoms which occur : Though ſometimes 


| theſe are accompanied with painful and invo- 


luntary erections, uneaſineſs of the teſticles, 


and of the abdominal viſcera. 


Though in a gonorrhoea ſome degree of ; 


uneaſineſs is generally felt along the whole 


courſe of the urethra; yet the hain is com- 
monly ſeated about an inch from the point of 
the penis. In ſome caſes indeed the diſeaſe 


ſpreads backwards, ſo as to extend over the 
whole length of the urethra, and even to the 


bladder itſelf. Nor are the proſtate glands 
and internal coat of the bladder alone affected. 
Sometimes the pains ſtretch from theſe parts 
along Logs ureters, even to the kidneys. 

K 2 . It 
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It is impoſſible, at the beginning, to fay 
preciſely in what manner any caſe of gonor- 
rhea will terminate. Symptoms of the mild- 
eſt kind will occaſionally ſucceed to a violent 
diſcharge ; While, in other caſes, the contrary 
takes place. It is generally ſuppoſed that the 
difeaſe will prove. mild, and of ſhort duration, 
when the running is white or yellow; and 
that, when it is firſtgreen, or tinged with blood, 
the running will prove obſtinate: but though 
this may be generally true,. it is by” no means 
_ univerſally fo. » pits 
It js reckoned a favourable I ptom in go- 
norrhoea when the diſcharge becomes thick 
and ropy. Though this is unqueſtionably one 
of the moſt favourable occurrences in every 
_ clap, yet it is by no means a certain proof 
that the diſcharge will ſoon terminate. In 
certain conſtitutions the running will prove 
obſtinate, even where the tymptoms - -are all 
_ favourable. | 
When the running does not Wen become 
ropy, but continues thin, and of a pale colour, 
there is reaſon to fear that it will terminate in 
a gleet. This, though by no means a dan- 
gerous ſymptom, is one of the moſt unplea- 
fant 


OR La- — 


ſant that attends the venereal diſeaſe, and in 
many caſes proves very obſtinate. 


There is a kind of ſpurious gonorrhcea, | 
commonly called gonorrhea ſimplex, which, in 
many reſpects, reſembles the real one. Mar- 
ried people are often alarmed at the appear- - 


ance of this complaint, and medical men, who 
are not ſufficiently acquainted with this diſ- 


order, may do much miſchief. No man 
ſhould declare any running from the urethra, 


in either ſex, to be venereal from the appear- 


ance only. In this caſe his opinion muſt be 


guided by circumſtance, otherwiie he will be 
apt to err. 


A married man has applicd to me ſeveral . 
times, thinking himſelf injured, at the ſame _ 


time aſſuring me that he had not been guilty 


of any deviation from his wife, whom I knew 


to be an amiable and virtuous woman. I on- 


ly adviſed him to waſh the parts with Gou- _ _ 
lard's extract and water ; and occaſionally to 


throw up a little of it diluted, as directed in 
the gonorrhœa. This was all that I ever 
found neceſlary to remove the complaint, 
which generally a in a few days. 


' METHOD 
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METHOD OF CURE. 


r has already been obſerved that mer- 


eury is not neceſſary for the cure of a go- 
norrhœa. Some people imagine that as ſoon 
as the infection i is caught, the ſyſtem is taint- 
ed; but this is by no means the caſe: the 

dlap is; at firſt, perſectly a local diſeaſe, and 
may be cured by local applications. Theſe 
are generally of the aſtringent kind, and may 
be varied in a variety of ways. Many people 
are afraid to uſe aſtringent medicines, leſt they 
ſhould drive the diſeaſe into the habit; but this 
is owing to their want of experience. I have 
uſed aſtringent injections in the cure of the 
clap for many years, and cannot fairly ſay I 
ever ſaw any diſagreeable conſequences that 


could juſtly be imputed to them; unleſs in ſuch 


caſes as will afterwards be pointed out. 
As ſoon as the running appears, and there 


is no inflammation, ſtricture, or ſwelling of the 
parts to forbid it, my practice is immediately 


to uſe an aſtringent injection. Of theſe there 


are a great variety. What I prefer is the 
white vitriol diſſolved in water: This may 


| be uſed in various proportions, from half a 


dram g 
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dram of vitriol to a whole dram, to the pint of 


water: but, for the conveniency of my pa- 
tients, I nn, 2 it in the W 
manner: 

That he may not ae any trouble in 


preparing the medicine, I diſſolve an ounce of 


White vitriol in four ounces of water, and de- 
ſire the patient to put a tea-ſpoonful of 


it to a common ſized tea-cupful of water. 
Of this he is to throw up two or three ſmall 
ſyringe-fuls *, five or ſix times a day, keeping 


in the . for ſome time, by graſping the 


fore-part of the penis with his hand. This 


operation is eaſier performed than deſcribed, 


and can be better done by the patient him- - 


ſelf than by any one elſe. 2 5 

The above quantity is ſeldom all neceſſary: 
Indeed the half is generally ſufficient ; but it is 
better to have ſome to ſpare, than to have too 


little, as the injection ought always to be con- 


tinued for ſome time after the running has 
ſtopped. I have known this quantity not on- 
ly cure the patient, but alſo ſeveral of his ac- 

quaintance ; and, as it will keep for a a length 


*The eyringe e commonly used for this purpose contains about 
half a an ounce. | 
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of time, it may be carried to ſea, or on a jour- 


ney of any length. Several patients have told 


me, that, after curing themſelves, on a voyage 
to America, they had enough left out of the 


| above quantity, to cure one or two of their 


nel * 


If the injection occaſion g pain, I order 


it to be weakened, by adding ſome water to it, 
ſo as to lower it to the patient's feelings. If 
the running does not ſtop in a few days, I de- 


ſire him to make it ſtronger, by adding a lit- 


tle more of the ſolution, till it is as ſtrong as 


he can bear. In this way the medicine can 
alw-ays be adapted to the patient's — and 


to the exigencies of the caſe. 

„ preparation of lead, which ly 
goes by the name of Goulard's extract, may 

be uſed in the ſame manner as the ſolution of 

vitriol, and will have nearly the ſame effects: 

Where the one does not ſucceed to my with, 

I commonly try the other ; but am more par- 


tial to the vitriol, as I think lead ought always 


to be applied with caution to interior ſurfaces. 
As one or other of theſe injections made 
ſtronger or weaker, according to circumſtances, 
general y es I ſeldom find occaſion for 
| any 
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any of a different nature: but, that patient 1 


may have it in their power to make a choice, 
I have ſubjoined various forms of hears: at 
the end of the book. 

This injection generally cures a clap in 
a few days, provided no untoward ſymptoms 


appear. I make it a rule, however, to keep 


the body gently open during the uſe of the in- 


jection. This may be done various ways, 


but gentle purgatives are the beſt. What I 
generally uſe for this purpoſe, is a cooling, 
opening pow der, compoſed of cream of tartar 


and gum arabic, in powder, each an ounce; 


jalap in powder, two drams: theſe are to be 
mixed, and a tea- ſpoonful taken at bed- time 
in a cup of gruel, or any other weak drink. 
Should this have no effect, another tea- ſpoon- 
ful may be taken in the morning, and a third 
at noon, if found neceſſary to keep the body 
open. If a tea-ſpoonful of the powder gives 
more than one motion, it will be ſufficient to 
uſe it every ſecond or third day. | 

The patient's body is not only to be kept 
open, but he ought to avoid all ſod and drink 


of a ne or ſtimulating nature. He is 
L | likewiſe 
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_ likewiſe to avoid violent exerciſe; and every 
thing that may heat or'inflame the parts, as 
hard drinking, running, wreſtling, riding, and 
ſuch-like. Cold is alſo to be guarded againſt, 


eſpecially. expoſure to wet, ſitting in damp 
places, fleeping in damp beds, Keeping on wet 


cloaths, and the like. 


Sometimes untoward ſymptoms will occur, 


in ſpite of all-our care; but thefe would be 
leſs frequent were due attention paid to the 
patient's diet, and the other articles mentioned 
above. It is to be regretted that patients 
have not this always in their power; and 
when they Ae they are ollen very * 
gent. 

1 hough inje&tions will be found by far the 
| moſt agreeable, ſafe, and expeditious method 
of cure; yet they are not to be indiſcriminate- 
ly uſed in all caſes, and. in every ſtage of the 
gonorrhœa. By not diſtinguiſhing between 
thoſe caſes where injeftions may or may not be 
uſed, muth miſchief is done, and the practice 
brought into diſcredit. - 

There are particular habits of bod y where 
_ Injections do hurt; ſuch as the highly-in- 
| flammator), 
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flammatory, or perſons. of a very: irritable” 

nerve. In ſuch habits injections are either 
not to be uſed at all, or to be begun in a very 

ä diluted ſtate, and gradually increaſed in ſtrength, | 

till they produce their effect. If any fymp- 

. toms of inflammation or ſwelling TE} they 
are immediately to be diſcontinued. 
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While the inflammation is confined to the 
> lower part of the urethra, and does not extend 
upwards towards the root of the penis, or neck 
1 of the bladder, it is ſafe to inject; but when ö 
s WH the inflammation extends upwards, and ſeems 1 
1 to threaten the proſtate gland, the bladder, and | 
a parts adjacent, injections would prove hurtful. ; 
In the firſt ſtage of gonorrhea the diſ- | 
5 charge proceeds from a part of the urethra, not ö 
4 above an inch, or at moſt an inch and a half, i 
- from the point of the penis. While this is | 
the caſe, even though a conſiderable heat of D 


urine*, and ſome. degree of chordee takes 
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0 Aldor urinæ, or heat of urine, as it is a called; is an im- 

proper name for a symptom which depends, not on the heat of che 

C urine, but the tenderness of that part of the urethra where the i ins 
a flammation is a and over which the urine passes. 


f „ L 2 vantage; 


% OF THE VIRULENT GONORRHEA, 


vantage; and, theſe ſymptoms, inſtead of be- 
ing aggravated, will, by * n be allevi- 
ated, dr 
What is 1 the rs Anbei 
is ſo ſtrong in ſome patients, that I have ſeen 
a large tumor riſe in the groin merely from 
the application of cold water externally to the 
parts of generation, during the. progreſs of a 
gonorrhoea, which was ſo gentle, that the pa- 
tient miſtook it for a gleet, and took this me- 
thod of removing it. | 
The true criterion with gon to > injeRting 
is ; the ſtate of the inflammation. When this 
runs high, with great tenſion, pain, and ſwell- 
ing of the parts, it would be wrong to inject. 
Indeed, when this is the caſe, therunning ought 
rather to be encouraged than checked, and the 
patient put upon a cool and diluting regimen, 
aſſiſted by bleeding and other evacuations. 
When the inflammation is conſiderable, it 
ſometimes terminates in ſuppuration, a circum- 
ſtance by all means to be guarded againſt ; as 
it not only proves highly diſtreſſing to the pa- 
tient, but is frequently deſtructive to the parts 
of generation, In this caſe every effort is to 
| 1 be 


OR CLAP. wy JET 25 


be made to ward off the impending danger, by 
leſſening the inflammation. 
I To check the progreſs of inflammation, be- 
ſides the means already mentioned, I would- 
| recommend poultices, with the ſugar of lead, 
or Goulard's extract, to be conſtantly ap- 
þ plied to the parts, and bleeding with leeches. _. 
This, which has been my practice for many 
years, now begins to become general. In al- 
moſt every local inflammation, leeches may be 
applied with advantage, but in none with 
greater benefit than thoſe of the genitals. 
I have often been a witneſs of their good ef- 
fects in ſuch caſes, and would recommend a 
re- application of them as often as the ſymp- _, 
toms may render it neceſſary, or till the in- = 
flammation is abated. 5 5 
Ihe gonorrhoea in women differs ſo little 
from the ſame diſeaſe in men, both in its 
ſymptoms and method of cure, that it hardly 
merits particular notice. The ſymptoms, how- 
ever, are milder in women than in men; and, 
from ſome of the moſt diſtreſſing, they are 
_ wholly exempted : but the ſeat of the diſeaſe 
being nearer the bladder in women, that organ | 
is more liable to inflammation than in the 
other 
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other ſex ; nor do- they ſuffer leſs from what | 
is called the heat of the urine. 
As women are ſubject: to other bages, 
which have a great reſemblance to the go- 
norrhœa, it is more difficult to aſcertain the 
exiſtence of the diſeaſe in them than in men. 
It may, however, be known from the heat of 
urine, which rarely occurs except in gonor- 
Thoea, and likewiſe from the colour and con- 
ſiſtence of the diſcharge, which is thinner and 
more pale in the O's albus than i in the __ 
norrhoea. „ | 
The diſcharge is to be moved: in the q 
fame manner, and: by the ſame means, as 
in men: and, if the inflammation runs high, 
the ſame 'codling. medicines will be neceſſary ; 
| likewiſe bleeding, and gentle purges. It is 
fortunate that the ſame aſtringent injections 
which are uſed for the gonorrhœa, are equally 
proper in the whites. The only circumſtance 
that can forbid their uſe is a high degree of 
_ inflammation, eſpecially when the inflamma- 
tion 'extends to the coats of the bladder, which 
may be known by the pain affecting that _ 
ſenſible _ in a high 9 
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OF THE CHORDEE. 
A painful ſymptom, which often attends 
the virulent gonorrhoea, is called a chordee. 
This is peculi arly troubleſome | in the night, 


or when the patient has an erection. In 


habits liable to inflammation, or where the 
pain is violent, bleeding and other evacuations 
are neceſlary. Some recommend emollient 
injections, with laudanum, and rubbing the 
parts with mercurial ointment. *. 

I generally order the parts to be frequently 
rubbed with camphorated oil, or- ſome. emol- 
lient ointment ; and the patient to take from 
thirty to forty drops of laudanum i in a draught, 
at bed-time. As this ſymptom is connected 
with inflammation, the patient ou ght to live 
ſparingly, and to avoid the ſight of ſuch « ob- 
ere as may excite laſcivious ideas. 

Few things tend more to relieve this pain- 
ful ſymptom than my * of lin- 
ſeed tea. 


1 
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CHAP. 1. 


CONSEQUENCES or THE VIRULENT 
© GONORRHEA. ? 


ALTHOUGH 8 vrulenta is only 


a local diſeaſe, and does not ſeem to affect 


the ſyſtem, yet it often occaſions ſymptoms 


which prove both. tedious and troubleſome ; 


ſymptoms which, though not always dan- 


gerqus, are very vexatious, and ſometimes 
continue during the patient's life. Of theſe 


the moſt common are, obſtrutions in the 


urethra, ſwellings of the teſticles and of the 
Iymphatic veſſels, gleets and ſeminal weak- 
neſſes, warts, excoriations, and other affec- 
tions of the glans and prepucg 


OF OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA. 


Of all the ſymptoms ſubſequent to a viru- 


_ {2 the moſt painful and danger- 
ous 
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ous are firiftures of the urethra, or urinary 
paſſage. Theſe not only endanger, but often 
deſtrov life; and, when the patient falls into 
unſpilful hands, he may be deprived of his 


virility. When theſe ſymptoms do not yield 


to bleeding, cooling purges, emollient fo- 
mentations, and the uſe of bougies, the afliſt- 


ance of an able ſurgeon ſhould, if poſlible, be 
procured. He will generally find occaſion for 


all his {kill in removing theſe untoward affec- 


tions, which, notwithſtanding the moſt ſkilful 


treatment, will ſometimes occur. 


Obſtructions in the urethra may be occa- 


fioned by ſpaſmodic affections of the part, tu- 
mors in the ſubſtance of the urethra and 
neighbouring parts, fleſhy excreſcences, car- 
runcles, &c. In all thefe affections the pa- 
tient is to expect relief chiefly from the pro- 
per uſe of bougies. Though a degree of ſci- 
ence might ſeem neceſſary for the proper ma- 
nagement of bougies, I have always found 
patients, with a very little inſtruction, able to 


make a proper uſe of them, without any trou- . 


ble or danger to themſelves. . Indeed, if a pa- 
tient does not know how to introduce a bou- 


die n. it wh often be of no uſe to him. 
M A man | 
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A man may be ſeized with an obſtruction of 
urine on a journey, or in many ſituations where 
he can neither procure a bougie, nor find a 


perſon to introduce it. Patients have often 
told me that they muſt have loſt their lives on 
a a journey, if they had not carried bougies 


along with them, and known how to uſe — 

Indeed every perſon ſubject to obſtructions of 

urine, ought to carry bougies i in his pocket. 
It is not here neceſſary to give any inſtruc- 


| toi concerning the making of bougies, as 


they can always be had ready made, of a ſu- 


perior conſtruction to any that men not 


practiſed in the art, can pretend to make 
themſelves. They ought, however, to be 
made with care. Should a bougie break in 
the urethra, it might be attended with very 
ſerious conſequences*, Nor is care [leſs ne- 
ceſſary in introducing them, otherwiſe much 
miſchief may be done by wounding and irritat- 


ing the tender parts about the Heap. 4 of the 


bladder. 
ln uſing bougies it will he proper ie 
to begin with a ſmall one, an gradually to 


2 Catgut Locales are preferable t to any other, being less liable 
to break, and * of being dissolved i in the bladder. 


uſe 


ti 
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> , OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA. or 


uſe them of a larger ſize, as the urethta be- 
comes dilated, and is accuſtomed to bear them. 
by hey ought alſo to be gently introduced, 


avoiding force as much as poſſible, and hu- 
mouring the paſſage ſo. as not to B96 n or 
fetch blood. 

A knowledge of the force that may be ne- 
ceſſary i in paſſing a bougie cannot be acquired 


but by practice. Indeed the whole art of 


ſurgery is, in a great meaſure, acquired in 


this way. A man will learn more from ſee- 


ing the operation once performed, or from 


having it done upon himſelf, than from 
twenty pages of deſcription. | 


The time that a bougie ſhould remain in 
the urethra muſt be regulated by the patient's 


feelings. Few people at firſt can bear to keep 


them in above half an hour; but, by cuſtom, 


they come to be able to let them continue for 


ſeveral hours, and ſome ſleep with them in all 
night. Walking and other exerciſe, while a 
bougie is in the urethra, ought to be avoided, 
as it is apt to hurt and inflame the parts. 


Another mode of regulating the time for 
keeping a bougie in the urethra is the inten- 
fion for which it is uſed. If it is introduced 

k 42: | | only 9 
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„ OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA. © 


only with a view to draw off the water, there 
is no occaſion for its. remaining in, as the 
urine generally follows as ſoon as it is with- 


drawn. When the intention is to remove 
carruncles or ſtrictures, it ought to be kept in 


for ſeveral hours, or all erty if the N 


can bear it. 


In uſing a e e care ſhould be 


| ma to-preyent its ſlipping into the bladder, 
- otherwiſe a painful and dangerous operation 


would be neceſſary for extracting it. This 


may always be prevented by bending about 
half an inch of the thicker end of the bougie, 
and tying a piece of narrow tape or pack- 
thread round it, of a ſufficient length to pre- 
vent its getting into the bladder; or, if it 
ſhould. flip: in, to draw it out again. | 
A bougie ought always to be tried dane 
it is introduced, by bending it the whole length 
with the finger, ſo as to be ſatisfied that it 
is elaſtie and tough at every part. Whether 
they had been improperly formed, or kept till 
they were rotten, I do not know; but I have 
ſeen bougies, when attempted to be bent, ſnap 


like a bit of glaſs. The beſt way to have 


them genuine, is to * to a perſon of cha- 
racter 


— 


OF THE SWELLED TESTICLE. 4 


niſtes who makes them himſelf, and to pay the 


' beſt prices, as they are ſold at very different 


rates; but cheap articles of this kind are ne- 
ver to be truſted - ind-ed, in every thing be- : 


longing to medicine, whatever is fold low, is 
OA doubtful. | 
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or THE SWELLED TESTICLE. | 


Calling of the teſticle is not 8 to 
the gonorrhœa. I have ſeen it where no 
ſuch diſeaſe ever had exiſted: but as it fre- 


quently occurs during the progreſs of this diſ- 
eaſe, and is a very troubleſome ſymptom, 


we ſhall mark its progreſs, and point out the 
moſt likely means for leſſening the Nin, and 


removing the diſorder. | 

Sometimes both teſticles ſwell ; but it more 
frequently happens only to one, though oc 
caſionally they are affected in turns. The 


firſt attack is very painful, but afterwards the 


pain is inconſiderable. The ſwelling at firſt 
is chiefly confined to one part of the teſticle ; 
afterwards, however, and ſometimes in a very 


ſhort ſpace, it affects the whole. In the pro- 


greſs 
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* THE SWELLED*TESTICLE. 
greſs of the diſeaſe the teſticle becomes hard, 


the ſkin which covers it puts on an inflamma- 


tory appearance, and the pain is accompanied 
with a ſenſation as if the teſticle: was moving 
er rolling about. 
When the teſticle ſwells, 8 running ge- 
nerally abates. This leads people to imagine 
that the ſwelling is occaſioned by the matter 
falling on the teſticle; but it evidently pro- 
ceeds from a transfer of the inflammation from 
the one part to the other, ariſing from ſym- 
pathy, or from irritation. Whatever is the 
_ cauſe, it ought to be removed with all poſſible 
ſpeed, as it has many diſagreeable conſequences, 
ſome of which continue for life, and even 
tend to deſtroy the power of procreation. 
As the conſequences ariſing from an in- 
flamed teſticle are dangerous in proportion to 
the degree of inflammation that takes place, 
our great aim muſt be to keep the inflam- 
mation as much under as poſſible. This will 
be beſt effected by keeping the body gently 
open, applying anodynes and repellents to 
the parts affected, i" opiates ay; 
and leeches externally. 


* -OF THE SWELLED TESTICLE. 1 


It has been already obſerved that in all lo- 
cal inflammations one of the beft remedies is 


bleeding. In full habits blood may be taken 


from the arm; but it will have a better 
effect if taken from the part, or as near to 
it as poſſible. This may be done by ap- 
plying leeches to the ſcrotum. I ſhall be told 
that, as the bite of a leech cannot reach the 
teſticle, it will be of no uſe; but reaſoning 
is of little weight againſt | daily obſervation. 


Long experience has taught me the bene 


fits of this practice; and I will venture to 
ſay, it is .both the ſafeſt and beſt remedy for 
the inflamed teſticle with which we are Keke 
acquainted. 


What firſt led me to os this praftice was 


the caſe of an officer of the army, who had 
the misfortune to get a ſwelled teſticle a few 
days before he was obliged to embark with his 
_ regiment. for the Weſt Indies. Something 
was to be done immediately : I ordered as 


many leeches as conveniently could, to be 


applied to the ſcrotum, and to be renewed-oc- 


caſionally, as circumſtances | might require. 
By this means the ſwelling and nnen 


had 
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had fo far ſubſided in three or four gays, that 
he was able to attend to his duty. 


When the bleeding is properly conducted, 


there will be little occaſion for any other me- 
dicine. It will be neceſſary, however, to keep 


the body gently open, hy ſuch things as are 
recommended in the gonorrhœa When the 
pain is very intenſe, from twenty-five to thir- 


ty, or thirty-five drops of laudanum may be 
taken in a little of the patient's drink, twice a 
a a day, or oftener, if neceſſary, to eaſe the pain. 


Repellent applications are recommended, 


and may have their uſe. Some apply cloths 
dipped in brandy, others uſe a mixture of Gou- 


lard's extract and water, a tea-ſpoonful to a 


. tea-cupful, or ſo; while many prefer poul- 


tices, made with the extraCt or ſugar of lead : 
I think a poultice of oat-meal, or of rye-meal 
and vinegar, OY to any of them. 


On? 
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In the gonorrhea a diſcharge from the 


"urethra. will, in ſome caſes, continue after the 


- + anch of 2 have „ 
This 
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This i is. en; known by the name * „ 


gleet, and often proves very obſtinate: While 


the diſcharge is capable of communicating the h 
infection, it cannot Properly be called a gleet; 

but it is difficult to determine the preciſe time 
when this takes place: Some ſuppoſe, when 
the diſcharge becomes tranſparent and viſcid, 


like mucus, that it ceaſes to be infectious, 


while others affirm, that, notwithſtanding.” 


theſe ee = EE _ ſtill re- 


While the aa which 8 


the running, continues, there is reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect that the infection is not ſubdued, and 


that the matter then diſcharged is equally ca- 


pable of communicating the diſeaſe as at the 


beginning. Till, thereſore, the diſcharge be- 


comes clear and tranſparent, and the pain 
which accompanied the inflammatory ſtate of 


the diſeaſe has entirely ceaſed, we can never 
be certain that the nen is ne a 


cured. 


Sometimes the Aſchorge will en atis di- 
appear, and the patient think himſelf well, 
when, from irregularity, violent exertions, rid- 
ng on 1 horſeback; too early commerce with | 

T6 5 women, 
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women, or ſuch-like, the running will break 
out again, with every mark of a freſh infec- 
tion: But when the patient has no reaſon to 
ſuſpect that he has caught the diſeaſe anew, he 
has no occaſion to be uneaſy at this appear- 
"ance; as it will ſoon ceaſe on a re-applica- 
tion of the medicines which ſtopped it before. 
When people find that this diſcharge does 

not communicate infection, they are apt to be 
indifferent, and to let it run on without uſing 
any means to put a ſtop to it. This, how- 
ever, is wrong, as a long continuance of the 
running, not only weakens the ſyſtem, but lays 
the foundation of ſome affections of the ure- 
thra and neighbouring parts, which may prove 
very troubleſome and obſtinate. 4 
This complaint furniſhes a ſtrong argument 

in favour of aſtringent injections, as it is often 
the conſequence of a long-continued gonor- 
'Thoea. Indeed the beſt method of cure, in its 
moſt obſtinate ſtate, is by injections. Aſtrin- 
gents taken by the mouth have, no doubt, 
their uſe ; but the moſt efficacious medicines, 
after all, are thoſe which belong to the claſs of 

aſtringent . | 


| Though 
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1 Though aſtringents, taken internally, are uſe- 
ful, yet they are not ſolely to be relied upon. 
Among theſe we reckon the bark and ſteel, 
either taken ſeparately or conjunctly. They 
may be uſed in the follow manner : _ 
Take Huxham's tincture of the bark, three 
ounces. | 
Tincture of ſteel, two Joins Mix, and take 
a tea-ſpoonf ul in a glaſs of red wine, e or 
four times a day. 5 
Or, if the patient prefers « a pill--- 
TaHake filings of ſteel prepared, one dram. 
Extract of Peruvian bark, two drams. 
Oil of carraway ſeeds, twenty - five drops. 
Let theſe be made into thirty pills, one of 
which may be taken three or four times a day. 
External aſtringents, which ought rather to 
be called tonics, have alſo their uſe. The 


principal of theſe is the cold bath ; but what 


I chiefly recommend is ſea-bathing. This is 
not only more ſafe than the freſh water bath, 
as the patient is not ſo apt to take cold ; but 
as obitinate venereal complaints are often ac- 
companied with a Manns taint, it may 
* G 8 5 uſeful, | Bro 
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We 1 few better tonics than the Tun- | 


bridge waters. As they prove beneficial. to 
women afflicted with the whites, we may con- 
_ clude. that' they would be of uſe in gleets, 

They ought, however, to be drunk with cau- 


tion, as they prove heating, if taken in large 


quantities. Thoſe who drink them ought 
| likewiſe to live regularly. I have known much 
miſchief done by uſing theſe mee nd at 
the ſame time making free with wine. 

The ſtimulating aſtringent balſams are e- 
wiſe recommended in the gleet; as the bal- 
ſam of Capaiba, the Canada balſam, &c. 


From twenty to thirty drops of either of theſe 


may be taken on a bit of ſugar four or five 
times a day. L But what I have found to an- 


ſwer ſtill better than the balſams, is the tinc- 


ture of Catechu. A tea- ſpoonful of it may 


be taken in a glaſs of ey wine three or four 


times a e 0% Haie 
When tonics and peu fail, e 
5 bordgich! will ſucceed. © They anſwer nearly 
the ſame purpoſe as ſtimulating injections, and 
are more ſafe. Bougies, compoſed of the moſt 


ſimple ingredients, will often effect the purpoſe 


of exciting a ſufficient degree of inflammation : 


But, 
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Ba. if PO ſhould fail, they are eaſily render- 


ed more active by dipping them in oil of: tur- 
pentine, in a thin liniment of wax and oil, with 


11 to the conſiſtence of a liniment- 


FT here is reaſon to believe that the mon ek. 


Sesctons medicine for this complaint is the 


cold bath; but ſew patients have the reſolu- 
tion to perſiſt in the uſe of it for a ſufficient 


length of time: I have been told by a gen- 
tleman who had been afflicted with a gleet for 
above twenty years, that he had often put a 


ſtop to it, for ſome time, by bathing in cold 


water; but that not having ſufficient reſolu- 


tion to perſiſt in it, the complaint had always 


returned. This gentleman, though very diſ- 
ſipated, had, at the time I ſaw him, a wife 
and ſome healthy children; which ſhews that 
the diſeaſe does not prevent procreation. 


or WARTS AND EXCORIATIONS. 


Warts ſometimes affe& the glans and pre- 
puce on the termination of a gonorrhea. 
They 


a fmall proportion of red precipitate, or in | 
common bafilicon, reduced, with-oil of en . 
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They are more troubleſome than dangerous, 


and may generally be removed by the applica- 
tion of cauſtics: Of theſe the moſt gentle are 
firſt to be tried, and, if they fail, recourſe muſt 
be had to the more active. I have often cut 
them off with a pair of ſharp' ſciſſars. 


When excoriations happen, they only re- 


quire the application of ſome aſtringent waſh. 
- Bathing the parts frequently with a folution 


of white vitriol, or a mixture of Goulard's ex- 


tract in water, of the ſame ſtrength as that re- 
commended in the be eg, will anſwer 
e e | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


or THE LUES VENEREA, OR POX. 


THis dreadful diſorder, which makes ſuch ha- 
voc of the human ſpecies, when neglected, is 


generally To gentle at its firſt appearance, and 


ſo very tractable, that there is no diſeaſe 


where the practitioner gets ſo much money 
and credit for doing ſo little: But that little 


muſt be done in due time, otherwiſe the diſeaſe ' 
acquires a force, which the moſt ſkilful phyſi- 


cian is not always able to overcome. 
The lues venerea is generally introduced 


into the ſyſtem by means of a chancre. If 


this is properly treated, the diſeaſe ſeldom pro- 


ceeds any farther ; but, where it is neglected, 


it will produce the pox, and a train of dread- 
ful conſequences. If all theſe conſequences 


can be prevented by a proper treatment of the 


chancre, 
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chancre, on its firſt appearance, it will amount 
to nearly the ſame as eradicating the lues ve- 
nerea altogether. How far this is practicable 
will appear from the following obſervations. 
For the laſt twenty years, I do not think 
one day has paſſed on which I have not ſeen 


the venereal diſeaſe in one ſhape or other; yet 


during all that period I do not recollect one 
| inſtance of a patient, who applied to me, on 
the firſt appearance of a chancre, becoming 
poxed. Though a chancre is the origin of, 
and will ſeldom fail to produce a pox, if ſuf- 

ſered to take its courſe, yet it cannot, with 
propriety, be called a pox, any more than the 


perſon, who has been inoculated for the ſmall 


pox, can be ſaid ; - a under that diſeaſe be- 


2 hough See are not confined to any 
ee part of the body, yet they gene- 
rally appear on the glans or prepuce, and fre- 
quently on the frenum which joins the two to- 


gether. Sometimes I have ſeen them on the 


back of the penis, and even on the ſcrotum and 
pubis. When chancres appear oh other 
parts, as the fingers, lips, &c. the infection has 

not been received in the common way, but 
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by means of a wound, or by ſome of the 
ſofter parts comin g into contact with a vene- 
real ulcer. 
The period at which chancres appear. af 
ter impure connexion, is uncertain. They 
generally make their appearance in a few 
days; though ſometimes weeks elapſe before : 
the patient is informed, by a chancre, that 
he has received the infection. This may de- 
pend on the irritability of the parts to which 
the poiſon is applied, on the degree of acri- 
mony with which the matter is endued, or 
on the quantity lodged on the part. | 
Though chancres aſſume different appear- 
ances, a perſon accuſtomèd to look at them 
will ſeldom be deceived. To others a de- 
finition would be of little uſe. Every perſon 
muſt know when he has been in danger of 
catching the infection. If, in a few days af- 
ter a ſuſpicious connexion, he perceives a 
{mall ſpeck of a pale reddiſh colour on the 
parts where chancres commonly appear, and 
if this ſpeck gradually becomes a ſmall boil, - 
which afterwards burſts into an ulcer, he has 
reaſon to believe that the infection has taken 
0 place, | 


166 or THE LUES VENEREA, 
place, and that he has been inoculated* y for the 
5 greater POX. 1 

Sometimes there is only one e chancre; but 
they more frequently come in cluſters, and 
often run into one another, ſo as to cover 
almoſt the whole prepuce, and give the ap- 
pearance of, a foul ſpreading ulcer. Theſe 


-ulcers generally have callous edges, and diſ- 


charge a thin ichor. In this, however, as 
well as in their ſize, they differ. widely from 


one another. The moſt certain criterion of a 


venereal ulcer is, that, inſtead of healing like 
another ſore, it ſpreads and grows worſe, un- 
| leſs where mercury is adminiſtered. If under 
the uſe of this medicine the ſore ſhews a diſ- 
poſition to heal, there is little reaſon to doubt 
of its being venereal. | . 
Though chancres, under proper treatment, 
ſoon put on a healing appearance ; yet, in 


* There is a wonderful Ant) in the progress of the infection 


in the lues venerea and inoculated 8mall pox. If a small quantity 
of matter taken from a pustule on the point of a lancet is intro- 
duced under the cuticle, in two or three days a small speck of 2 
reddish colour appears, which gradually becomes a pock. The 
matter of this pock, taken up the Iymphatics, and carried into 
the system, communicates the disease. 
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ſome caſes, owing perhaps to the patient 5 
conſtitution, or the peculiar virulence of the 


matter, they will ſpread, become phagedenic, 


or eating ulcers, and deſtroy, not only the 


glans, but even the whole penis. As this 


never happened to any patient who had been 
under my care 'from the commencement of 
the diſeaſe, I am inclined to think it is owing | 


either to improper treatment or neglect. 
Some authors think that theſe corroding 
chancres are owing to the peculiar acrimony 


of the matter by which the infection was 


communicated; but to me this matter ap- 
pears doubtful. 1 have found theſe chancres, 
even where they had deſtroyed a part of the 


penis, yield to a proper treatment as readily 
as any other. That the matter which pro- 


duces the lues may poſſeſs different degrees of 
acrimony, I will not pretend to deny; but 


that this will not account fairly for its effects 
on different habits, is preſumable from what 


happens in other diſeaſes. Twenty patients 


inoculated for the ſmall pox with matter taken 


from the ſame perſon, ſhall each of them 


have the diſeaſe in a different Do and to 


ome one of them it ſhall prove fatal, 
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Or THE TREATMENT oF CHANCRES. 


The firſt caution which I ſhall. give con- 
cernin 8 chancres, is to keep them eaſy, and 
free from all irritation. The cure of a chan- 


cre may be greatly retarded by walking, rid- 
ing, or violent exerciſe of any kind. Theſe 


not only tend to fret the ſore, but to increaſe 
the inflammation, and promote the abſorpion 
of the virus, to diffuſe it more quickly over 
the ſyſtem, and to render the diſeaſe both 
more dangerous and difficult of cure. 


The next caution concerns the patient's. 


mode of living. There is no occaſion for 
ſtarving a patient during the cure of a chan- 


cre ; but ſome reſtraint ſhould be put upon 


* his appetite. No perſon ſhould. indulge in 
wine and a luxurious diet during a courſe of 
mercury; otherwiſe he will not only retard 


the cure, but endanger an hemorrhage, by 


keeping up too great. a ane, or fulneſs 
of the veſſels. . 

An © AAR rule with regard to the t treat- 
ment of chancreg is, to keep them clean. 
warn —.— Ten 80 far to Parent all the 
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chancres. The diſcharge from a wound acts 


as a kind of balſam, and promotes the cure; 
whereas the matter thrown out by a chancre 
is generally of an acrid nature, and corrodes 
the parts with which it comes into contact. 
The more, frequently, therefore, this matter Is 
removed, the better. 
J have often found the penis to can 


by theſe eating chancres as to be almoſt de- 


ſtrayed... In ſuch caſes I order the ſores to be 
waſhed ſeveral times a day with milk and 
water a little warm, applied by means of a 
ſyringe; ; and, when waſhed, to be filled with 
dry lint. After the lint has ſtayed in for 
ſome hours, and has become moift by abſorb- 
ing the matter, I order it to be taken out, 
the ſores again waſhed, and the lint to be ap- 
plied as before. By this treatment, and the 
uſe of mercury, I have always been able to 


ſtop the progreſs of any corroding chancre 


that came under my care, and I have reaſon 
to think it always might be done. 


To a patient who has got a chancre, my 


firſt advice is, to keep it clean. This he 
can eaſily do by means of a ſyringe, or a rag 
_ dipped. in lukewarm water. The part may 


afterwards 


/ 
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| afterwards be dried by prefling it gently with 
a ſoft rag. I never apply any healing ſalve 
toa chancre; it will always heal of itſelf, 
provided a ſufficient quantity of mercury is 
thrown into the ſyſtem. Should it be healed 
by. any other means, the ep pane * 
be dangerous. 
When the chancres are dried up ſuddenly, 
there is always reaſon to dread ſome bad 
confequences. Inſtead of ſkinning over the 


chanere, and making the patient believe he is 
ceured, a practice but too common, I generally 


endeavour to keep it open, eſpecially when it 
ſeems diſpoſed to heal quickly. I think it is 
fafer practice not to uſe any eſcharotics, as 
they tend to heal the chancres too ſoon, and 
to excite buboes. When the chancres feem 
_ diſpoſed to fpread, I generally order them to 
be ſprinkled with calomel, which is one way 
of throwing mercury into the ſyſtem. 

On the very firſt appearance of the chancre 
I begin to throw in the mercury in whatever 
form is moſt agreeable to the patient. If he 
prefers a pill, I order him to take two grains of 
calcined mercury, made into a pill with crumb | 
of bread, evening and morning. If his mouth 

N is 
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is not ſore in a few days, he may take two | 
pills at night, and one in the morning; and if 
theſe do not excite ſome degree of ſalivation, 


two may be taken morning and evening. 


1 ſeldom find more than four grains in the 
day neceſſary to make the mouth ſore; and, af- 


ter it has been made ſore, one grain or two a 


day will generally be ſufficient to keep it ſo: I 
ſay keep it ſo; for whatever boaſting quacks 


may pretend, if the mercury does not make the 
mouth ſore, and if the ſoreneſs is not kept up 


for ſome time, the cure is not to be depended 


On. ee | | 3 | 
Should the pills gripe, or run off by ſtool, it 
will be neceſſary to correct them by adding the 


quarter of a grain of opium to each pill. If 


the bowels are ſo tender as not to retain them 
even when corrected, the mercurial ointment 
muſt be uſed in their ſtead. It is fortunate for 
thoſe who cannot take mercury by the mouth, 


or whoſe bowels will not bear it, that it can be 
adminiſtered by the ſkin with un, if not 


greater effect. 1178755 
The patient may begin with a dram * of the 
ointment every day, which is to be rubbed 


into the inner ſide of the thigh with a warm 


In the apothecary's ounce there are eight drams. 


hand 
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| hand before the fire. Should. the ſkin become 
inflamed and tender, the part muſt be changed; 
and if the patient is not able to rub it in ſuffi- 
ciently himſelf, he muſt employ ſome other per- 
ſon to do it for him. The quantity of oint- 
ment may be gradually increaſed to two drams 
a day; one half to be uſed at t night, and the 
other in the morning. | 
It is impoſſible to Aſvertain beforetand the 
exact quantity of ointment that will be neceſ- 
ſary to perform a cure. It ought, however, to 
be continued till the ſymptoms diſappear, and 
for ſome time longer, as it is better to go a little 
beyond the mark than to leave any remains of 
the diſorder in the ſyſtem. It is ſeldom we can 
truſt to fewer than thirty or forty drams; and, 
in many caſes, double that number will be ne- 
ceſſary before the ſymptoms diſappear. 
Though the mouth ought to be kept tender 
for ſome time, it is not the ſore mouth that 
cures the diſeaſe; that is only a mark of the 
ſyſtem's being impregnated with the medicine. 
Urider theſe circumſtances, if the ſymptoms 
diſappear, we have reaſon to conclude that the 
patient is cured ; but, for the greater ſecurity, 
the medicines ought always to * perſiſted in 


| for ſome time longer. 
| Though 
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Thou 12 a chancre will generally produce a 
pox, yet, if the preceding courſe is duly per- 


ſiſted in, this will ſeldom be the caſe ; at leaſt 
1 have ſeen few inſtances of its having happen 


ed. I muſt therefore conclude, that when a 
pox is the conſequerice of a chancre, it is, ge- 


nerally ſpeaking, either the fault of the patient, 


or of his phyſician; as this dreadful malady 
may, in moſt caſes, be prevented by proper me- 
dicines, duly perſiſted in, during, what I call, 
the chancred ſtate. Improper treatment, or 


neglect, during this period of the diſeaſe, does 
. moſt of the miſchief. 


it 
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OF THE PHYMOSIS AND PARAPHYMOSIS. 


When the foreſkin is ſo contracted, that the 


glans cannot be uncovered, the diſeaſe is called 


a phymoſis and, when the contraction is 
formed behind the glans, ſo as the ſkin cannot 


be brought forward, it goes by the name of a 


paraphymoſis: Though, generally ſpeaking, 


theſe ſymptoms accompany a venereal taint, 


yet they may both exiſt where there is no in- 
* fection 
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fection of that kind; but, when this is the 


caſe, they are not ſo dangerous. 


I have ſeen the phymoſis i in ſuch a degree, 
where there was not the leaſt ſymptom of f in- 


fection, chat it Was neceſſary to lay open 
the prepuce, to enable the, patient to paſs his 
urine. This patient had ſymptoms of the 
| crave), and ſuch a continual itching in the 


point of his penis, that he could not refrain 
from rubbing it. This ſeemed to be the 


cauſe of the contraction, which was ſo great, 


that he could not paſs one drop of water 


without uſing a knitting- needle to remove the 
fœculent matter that ſtopped up the paſſage. 
Theſe parts are ſo differently formed, in 
different men, that ſome may be ſaid to have a 
natural phymoſis, while others have the re- 
verſe. - I have ſeen the foreſkin ſo long, that 
above three inches of it were amputated, ii 
order to uncover the glans ; in others, 5 


glans never is covered, but remains expoſed 


during life. Neither of theſe is attended with 
any conſiderable degree of inconvenience, un- 


leſs in a diſeaſed ſtate. When inflammation 
occurs, in ſuch a conſtruction of the parts, 


ſirictures are more likely to > be formed, and 


are 
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| are likewiſe with more difficulty e than 
in patients where the e moves eaſily 
over the glans. - 

There is a ſpecies of phymoſis, cving to 
| conſtruction, which I have found it neceſſary 
to remove, though not accompanied with any 
diſeaſe: I mean, where the frenum adheres to 
the glans all the way to the mouth of the ure- 
thra. This not only impedes the buſineſs of | 
| generation, but, when diſeaſe takes place, = 
proves highly inconvenient, as the ſim ple ope- 
ration of ſeparating it from the glans cannot 
then be performed, on account of the inflam- 
mation and {welling : Nor can the glans be 
completely uncovered while this adheſion re- 
mains. 

| Caſes of 3 likewiſe occur with- 
out infe Aion. A feeble old man had drawn 
back the prepuce behind the glans, and not be- 
ing able to return it, was ſuffered to remain in 
this ſituation for above a week, though daily 
viſited by a country ſurgeon. Notwithſtand- 
ing a conſiderable degree of inflammation and 
ſwelling had taken place, 1 was Able to remove 
the complaint, without an inciſion, in leſs than 


a2 quarter of an hour. Had the ſtricture con- 
FS: tinued 
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tinued much longer, a mortification muſt he 


enſued; yet the patient was never apprized 


of his danger *. 

I have known ſome young men bring on a 
violent paraphymoſis by their own improper 
conduct. One who had pulled back the ſkin, 


and kept it there till it could not be returned 


without making inciſions on both ſides, ſaid 


he did it on purpoſe to keep the glans cool. 


In this caſe, though the ſtricture was remov- 
ed, yet the glans was never completely co- 
vered, and the foreſkin remained thickened, 
which, in all probability, will be the caſe _ 
ing the patient's life. 


Though every method ſhould be uſed to 


keep the glans clean by injections, and cool 


by fomentations, poultices, &c., yet no attempt 
' ſhould be made to draw the ſkin forcibly back, 


till the inflammation has abated ; otherwiſe, in 


all probability, a ſtricture will be formed be- 


* Boys frequently bring on a disorder similar to this by slipping 
rings over the glans: Not being able to bring them back, a violent 


inflammation ensues, which cannot be removed, unless the ring is 


cut or broken, a thing not easily effected when it is deep sunk in 
the flesh. The boygeither from fear or shame, is generally deter- 
red from making his situation known till the case becomes extreme- 
| ly dangerous, 


| hind 
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hind the glans, which will be more dangerous 
1 difficult to remove than the kan . 

A phymoſis frequently occurs in gonor- 
rhoea ; but the moſt dangerous is that which 


ariſes from a chancre concealed under the pre- 
puce. This, if neglected, will not only keep 


up the inflammation and thickening of the pre- 
puce, but will corrode the glans, and even the 


body of the penis, ſo as totally to deſtroy the 
powers of generation, and of connubial enjoy- - 


ment. 
As a phymoſis from a venereal cauſe is al- 


ways accompanied with inflammation, our great 


aim muſt be to remove that, or to prevent its 
running too high. To effect theſe important 


purpoſes, the patient ought to avoid all vio- 
lent exertions, to live temperate, or rather low, 
to bleed, and uſe cooling purges, with emollient 


applications to the parts affected. The ge- 
nitals ſhould be ſuſpended i in a proper -band- 


age, and the penis frequently ſoaked in warm 
milk and water: The glans ought likewiſe to 
be cleaned by throwing up ſome milk and wa- 


ter with a ſyringe between it and the Prepuce 
ſeveral times a day. 


- 
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Where theſe things are duly perfiſted in, 


the inflammation may generally be kept under, 
and in time removed; but if neglected, and 
the inflammation ſuffered to run on, much 
miſchief 1 may enſue. Moſt of the caſes which 
have come under my eye, where the penis was 
materially injured, belonged to this claſs, and 


the injury had been occaſioned either by the 


improper conduct of the patient, or the inat- 
tention of thoſe who had the care of him. 

A man of an inflammatory habit, and very 
irregular in his mode of living, while afflicted 


with a virulent gonorrhœa, went to a feaſt in 


the country, where ſome athletic games were 
celebrated: He excelled i in running, wreſtling, 

and playing at foot- ball. Not contented with 
coming c off conqueror at all of theſe, he muſt 
likewiſe be the hero of the bottle, to accom- 


| pliſh which he ſat up all night, and, according 


to the vulgar phraſe, laid all his companions 
under the. table. The conſequence was a 
violent inflammation, which did great injury to 
the parts, and had nearly coſt him his life. 
For the conſequences of ſuch conduct, men 
have themſelves only to blame: But ſome- 
times the Faculty are in fault. A few days 
1 ago 
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ago TI attended an operation, which evinced the 


danger of ſuffering chancres to lie concealed 
under the prepuce. A young man, who had 
been eight months under the care of a ſur- 
geon, and, during all that time, had been ſwal- 
lowing mercury for 'the cure of a phymokis, 

was ſo far from getting better, that he grew 


daily worſe. Night and day he was racked 
with extreme pain, till at length, worn down 8 


to a ſhadow, he was adviſed to apply to me. 
Convinced that his pain was occaſioned by 
concealed chancres, I deſired my ſon to lay 
open the prepuce to the very bottom of the 
glans, when all that appeared of this part of 
the penis was about the ſize of a common pea. 
The patient, in leſs than a fortnight, without 
taking one grain of mercury, was perfectly 
well. Had this operation not been perform- 
ed, the young man muſt have been totally de- 
prived of his virility, and probably of his life. 


This is not the only time I have ſeen the ope- 


ration attended with equal ſucceſs. 
Whenever a patient finds a phymoſis prove 
obſtinate, and is tortured with pain, he has 


reaſon to ſuſpect that ſome bad work is going 
on under the prepuce. It is then time to take 


further 
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further advice: and, if an incifion is recom- 
mended by a man of experience and obſerva- 


tion, it ought to be performed without delay. 


Jam no friend to operations where they can be 


avoided ; but in ſuch oP. delays are dan- 


| gerous. | 
I am inclined to think, if due attention were 


paid to fomentations, poultices, emollient in- 
1 jections, & c. inciſions would ſeldom be neceſ- 


ſary; but people are very apt to neglect things 
that are in their own power, and truſt to me- 


dicine, which they think poſſeſſes a ſpecific 


virtue to remove this complaint, under what- 


ever form it may appear. This, however, is 


a great miſtake : The parts of generation are 


often deſtroyed , where immenſe quantities of 


mercury have been taken. 


If, after all endeavours, the pr epuce "cannot 


be drawn back, and if livid-coloured ſpots 


ſhould appear, on the outſide, the foreſkin 


ſhould be immediately cut aſunder, and the 


ulcers laid open. Many people think the very 
name of an inciſion implies mutilation; in this 
caſe, however mutilation ſeldom takes place, 
but from the neglect of inciſions. 


The 
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P he paraphymoſis, during the ſtate of in- 
flammation, muſt be, in all reſpects, treated as 


the phymoſis. The prepuce muſtt if poſſible, | 


be brought over the glans,'by pulling it for- 
ward with the hand, and, at the ſame time, 
compreſſing the glans, and puſhing it back- _ 
wards with the fingers: This operation will 
be greatly aſſiſted 51 the uſe of mo oll or oft 


liniment. 
To leflen the nflannaricn, NE diet, bleed- 


ing, ſoft poultices, and emellient fomenta- 


tions, are to be uſed in the ſame manner as 
for the phymoſis. In both caſes I have al- 
ways experienced the greateſt advantage 
from the application of leeches : Nor do I re- 
collect to have ſeen ny bad Nr N 
from them. | 

Should all attempts to bring the foreſkin | 
over the glans fail, and there is danger of a 
mortification taking place, it will be neceſſary 
to make ineiſions quite through the folds of 
the prepuce, in order to prevent a ſtrangula- 
tion and conſequent mortification of the 
part. In ſome caſes of ſtrangulation, the 
glans abſolutely drops off, and the patient is 


relieved by an ONE: of nature without an 
operation. | NAN | | 
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Lam inclined to think that * if not all, 
| of the baneful. conſequences! ariſing from the 
paraphymoſis, might be prevented by a ſuffi- 
cient attention to the diſeaſe in its firſt ſtages. 
Were the patient careful to avoid cold, hard 
drinking, and violent exertions, during the in- 
flammatory. ſtate, he would ſeldom have occa- 
fon to regret the mangling and maiming which 

| may afterwards be neceſſary to ſave his life. 
I have dwelt the longer on theſe ſymptoms, 
5 they are rather ſlightly paſſed over 
by moſt writers on this ſubject ; and like wiſe 
becauſe I have ſeen more miſchief occaſioned 
by neglecting them, than any other ſymptoms 
of the. venereal diſeaſe. Theſe occur in the 
early ſtages of the diſorder ; and the novice in 
the venereal practice ſuffers them to run, on 
till they become not only more than a match 
for his ſkill, but ſometimes ſufficiently formi- 
dable even to the moſt eee Nan of 
the Faculty. 5 5 | 
It is — 2 to N that hs 5 
toms of ſyphilis, or pox, prevail, which is 
f generally the caſe both in the phymoſis and 
paraphymoſis, it will be proper to adminiſter 
mercury in the ſame manner as is recommend- 
ed under the treatment of Chancre. SS 
| CHAP. 
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Many rhediciries = been recommended in 
the cure of lues venerea, ſome of which have 


been deemed ſpecifics but none of them, ex- 


cept mercury, is entitled to that appellation, 
or has ſtood the teſt of time. This medicine 


may be truly called a ſpecific.” When duly 


adminiſtered in the lues venerea, it will be 
found almoſt infallible. When mercury fails 
in making a cure, it is either owing to its be- 


ing badly prepared, or improperly adminiſtered. 


A cure is not to be expected from the uſe of 
mercury, after the parts neceſſary for carrying 
on the functions of life have been deſtroyed. 
Theſe cannot be reſtored by mercury, and the 
patient muſt die. I have been conſulted for 


a man, the half of whoſe face was eaten n away 


„ 22 | by 
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BY. 2 the pox, and part of the brain laid bare. 
No one would blame mercury if it did not Tuc- 


ceed in ſuch a caſe. 


When, by repeated poxes; the cdviſtitution 
has been deſtroyed, and the powers of life ex- 
hauſted, mercury cannot be expected to reſtore 
them; but while there is a conſtitution to 
work upon, this medicine will do wonders. I 
have known it ſucceed even where a conſump- 
tion, ariſing from a venereal taint, had made 
2 progreſs; and Mr. Bell ſays, he has ſeen 

the aſthma, . rheumatiſm, epilepſy, and lu- 
nacy itſelf, when induced by the venereal taint, 
yield to mercury. 

It is now a common po to adminiſter 

mercury as, an alterative. This manner of 
taking mercury muſt meet the wiſhes of moſt 
patients ; but, to uſe an old ſaying, there is 
reaſon to fear it is ſhutting the door while 
the thief remains in the houſe.” It is a plea- 
ſant thing for a man to hear that he may go 
about his buſineſs, may eat and drink what.. he 
pleaſes, go abroad in all weathers, and be ra- 

dically cured of a confirmed pox. 
| The delicate beau, who would not, for the 
| world, have his breath ſmell, will graſp at a 
8 Method 
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method of cure without affecting the mouth. 
Such a method may ſucceed now and then, but. 
I would not adviſe any one to truſt to it, Till 


the mouth is affected, we can never be certain 


that the mercury has entered the ſyſtem; 
and, unleſs the ſyſtem is ſaturated, = elects 
are ſeldom permanent. ö | 

I do not mean to recommend the old prac- 


tice of exhibiting mercury, ſo as to raiſe a vio- ; 


lent ſalivation. This was productive of many 
bad conſequences, and is by no means neceſſary. 


All the purpoſes of mercury may be anſwer- 


ed ina mich milder way: I mean by a gentle 
falivation ; or a moderate degree of ſoreneſs of 


the mouth being kept * r a un 


length of tim. p 
If man could keep a medium, be 2 be 
perfect; but this is not in his nature: He 


flies from one extreme to another, and is equal- 


ly wrong in both. This has been ſtrictly the 


caſe with regard to the exhibition of mercu- 


ry. Many conſtitutions have been ruined by 


puſhing it too far; and now effects equally 


| hurtful are produced front its being too ſpar- 


ingly adminiſtered. We are, herefore, to fol- 
low a middle courſe, and, if poſlible, to avoid 
| 1 the 
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the bad conſequences ariſing from either of the 
extremes: 0 * 5 

All attempts to afvertain the preciſe mode 
of operation of mercury, in the cure of lues 
venerea, have hitherto proved abortive : Nor 
would it be of much importance were it 
known. To eſtabliſh the character of a me- 
dicine, it is ſufficient to know, that, exhibited 
in a given quantity for a certain length of 
time, it will remove a diforder, which, with- 


dcdut it, would prove deſtructive to the patient. 


There is no ſtandard by which we can fix 
the exact quantity of mercury neceſlary for ef- 
fecting a cure. The difference of conſtitu- 
tions is ſuch, that what will cure in one caſe, 
will not be ſufficient in another; beſides, 
there are many other circumſtances, as age, 
ſex, climate, conſtitution, ſituation in life, and 
ſuch like, that muſt be taken into conſider- 
ation in the adminiſtration of mercury. 
Mercury is, notwithſtanding, the moſt cer- 
tain medicine with which we are acquainted. 
Even the bark is not ſo ſure to ſucceed in in- 
termitting fevers as mercury in the cure of 
the venereal diſeaſe: But the ſucceſs of both 
depends on the mode of exhibition. Bark 
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may be taken for a twelvemonth without cur- 


ing an ague; yet the ſame quantity, taken in 
the courſe of one month, will remove the diſ- 
eaſe. | | 
The ſame rule holds with regard to mercury: ; 
Its effects cannot be eſtimated by the quantity 
given, without attending to the time in which 
it is adminiſtered. Indeed this rule applies to 
moſt medicines. If the patient begins with 


ſmall doſes, even of poiſons, he may uſe them 


till they loſe their effect, ſo as hardly to have 
any influence on the conſtitution.” «© 
Mercury, as a mineral, or taken in its crude 
ſtate, is almoſt inert: If i it acts at all as a me- 
| dicine, i in this ſtate, its action depends chiefly 
on its weight and fluidity. Its virtues, as a me- 
dicine, muſt therefore depend on the modes of 
preparing it. Theſe, indeed, are manifold ; 
but, as my practice is confined to a very 8 
I ſhall only take notice of them, and ſhall add 


a few obſervations relative to the modes of pre- 


_ paring, and of adminiſtering them in the differ- 
ent ſtages of the diſorder. | 
The preparations of mercury chiefly e em- 
ployed by me are, the ointment, the calcined 
mercury, the mild muriated mercury, the calo- 
mel, and the corroſive ſublimate: But, as I do 
No | not 
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not mean to inſtruct my readers in the chymi- 
cal proceſſes for preparing medicines, but to 
recommend thoſe already prepared, all T have 
to obſerve. 1s; that they ſhould be careful to 
purchaſe them from men of reputation, as no 
art affords more opportunities of Cphifitation 
than chymiſtry. 

Even the crude. mercury is ſeldom to be ob- 
| tained pure. It poſſeſſes the power of diſſolv- 
ing other metals, and keeping them ſuſpended ; 
for which reaſon it ought always to be puri- 
fed before it is prepared into any form of me- 
dicine: But, ſuppoſing the mercury to be pure, 


even the moſt ſimple preparation of it is apt to 


* 


be improperly made. Both the common pill 
and the ointment are prepared merely by tri- 
turation; but, as their whole virtue depends 
on the complete ſeparation of the globules, un- 
leſs the trituration is continued for a very con- 
fiderable length of time, then medleine is s good 


for nothing *. | N 
Though the Merch ointment poſſeſſes 


| | many advantages over any other. preparation | 


Es 


*I am ee that no o mode of | preparing mercury is pre- 
ferable to simple trituration 5 but, to separate the particles of this 
mineral aufficiently by trituration, especially in a dry form, wonld 
require more labour 39s: I bear, any chymist will bY disposed to 


bestow upon it. 


, def 
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of mercury; yet the mode of applying it is 


ſo troubleſome and diſagreeable, that moſt pa- 


tients wiſh to avoid it. No other mode of 


application, however, has yet been thought 


of, which effectually anſwers the ſame purpoſe. 
For this reaſon we muft. continue the uſe of 


the ointment, till time or obſervation {hall 


| diſcover a better mode of — ee 


into the ſyſtem. _,_ - NT 30. 
One of the greateſt inconveniences attend- 


ing the adminiſtration of mercury is the effect 


it often has on the ſtomach and bowels. The 
bowels of many patients are quite unable to 
bear the mercury in ſuch quantity as is neceſ- 


ſary to cure the diſeaſe. © Indeed, when mer- 


cury runs off by ſtool, it is very apt to diſap- 
point the expectations of the phyſician ; and 


the quantity of opium neceſſary to correct this 
tendency is often ſo great as to render the pa- 
tient ſtupid and. uncomfortable. Mercury 


will, no doubt, ſometimes affect the bowels, 


even when uſed externally; but this is not 
near ſo apt to Wan as when the medicing: is 


taken by, the mouth. 


Though the react ointment: Has' many 


n and will ſucceed in moſt common 
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caſes, yet, in obſtinate venereal affections, I 


never truſt to it alone. I have ſeen nodes of 
long ſtanding yield to the calcined mercury, 


after an immenſe quantity of the ointment had 
been applied without any apparent benefit. 


A patient, who had Ibſt a great part of the 
penis, told me, that, by the advice of an emi- 


nent phyſician, he had uſed above ſixty drams 


of mercurial ointment: without any benefit; 


yet this gentleman was perfectly cured by the 


_ corroſive ſublimate, accompanied with the 


Liſbon diet drink, in leſs than fix weeks, and 
continues well to this day. 5 | 

Though the corroſive ſublimate poſſeſſes 
great powers as a medicine, it is not ſo much 
in uſe as formerly. The taſte is highly diſ- 


guſting, and it is rather hurtful to the ſtomach 


and bowels. Where theſe effects can be ob- 
viated, it is an excellent medicine, particu- 


_ larly in venereal affections of the ſkin: The 


beſt way to prevent its hurting the ſtomach | 
or bowels is, to accompany its uſe with ſome 
ſoft decoction made of farinaceous ſubſtances, | 


| as the decoction of ſarſaparilla, or what i is call- 
ed the Liſbon: diet drink. 


* 


The 
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The moſt | common preparation of mercury 
now in uſe, for the cure of the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, is calomel. -, Though inferior to the cal- 


cined or the muriated-mercury, yet, in common 
caſes, it ſeldom fails to perform a cure. Be- 


ing perfectly inſipid, it excites no nauſea, and 


may be given, even to infants, with great ſafe- 


ty. As it is a cheap medicine, there is leſs 
danger of its being adulterated than thoſe 


which are ten times the value. It does not 


however follow, that calomel is never adulte- 
rated, though it might be imprudent here to 


mention the modes in which it is done. 


I know no ſyphilitic taint that will not yield 


to one or other of theſe preparations, when ap- 
plied in due time; but there are ſome auxili- 


aries, which, though they will not cure the 
diſeaſe, may nevertheleſs be of uſe, as either 
aiding the operation of the grand ſpecific, or 


preventing its doing injury to the ſtomach and 
bowels. The chief of theſe are, antimony, 
guiacum, ſarſaparilla, mezereon, and opium. 


Guiacum has been highly extolled for the | 
cure of lues yenerea ; but, ſinoę the powers 


of e were better known, it has loſt 
. much 
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much of its reputation, and is now uſed chiefly 
as an ingredient in' the Liſbon diet drink. 
Some pretend to have had experience of its 
good effects in ulcers and blotches of the ſkin ; 
but never having uſed it alone, E cannot vouch 
for its effects; nor would 1 adviſe any one 
to truſt” to it for a cure, * when ac- 
companied with mercury. 

Sarſaparilla has alſo denn faid to 3 cured 
the venereal diſeaſe. It is given in powder, 
extract, and decoction. The laſt of theſe is 
the moſt common form in which it is admini- 
ſtered, and is generally found to anſwer the 
beſt. I will not aſſert that it has any conſi- 
derable effect on the cure of lues venerea, 
but I think it is friendly to the ſtomach and 
bowels; and ſome think it proves ſerviceable 

where mercury is found to have too great a 
| tendency to run off by the mouth. | 

Of mezereon I can ſay. little, never: having 
uſed it but in combination with the two-for- 
mer articles. It is, however, an active, pun- 
gent medicine; and; when combined with 
things of a milder nature, may, no doubt, have 


its uſe. The root and bark are both employed, 
[os OY 
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eſpecially the latter, which. is by far the' moſt 


active part. It is believed to have entered 


into the compoſition of Dr. Kennedy's Decoc- 


tion, which is now ſuppaſed to have been nearly 1 


the ſame as the Liſbon diet drink: to which, 


judging from its effects, I ſhould think a little 
mercury, under ſome form, had been added. 
In a decoction which I have long uſed, as 


an accompaniment to mercury, all theſe ingre- 
dients are combined, and I think form a bet- 
ter medicine than can be extracted from any 


one of them ſeparately. I have occaſionally 
_ uſed antimony in the erude ſtate ; but, as this 


gives the decoction a very dirty appearance, of 


late I have added to each quart of the decoc- 
tion a tea-ſpoonful of the antimonial wine, 


more or leſs, as the patient's ſtomach could 
Opium has likewiſe been recommended as 
an aid to mercury, in the cure of lues venerea, 
and ſome have gone ſo far as to ſay; that it 
poſſeſſes powers as an antiſyphilitic. I have 
not, however, been able to diſcover them: All 
the uſe I have ever found in opium was from 


* A decoction of the bark is raid to have proved weed in 


the cure of ulcers in the throat. 


its 
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its ſedative effect in preventing the mercury 
from running off by the bowels. When the 
' bowels are too irritable to retain mercury, it 
will not cure the diſeaſe. In this caſe opium 
may act as an auxiliary, by Aeta the mer- 
__ in the Ow | 


— 
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OF THE PROPER REGIMEN DURING A 
_ COURSE OF MERCURY. | 


The ſucceſs of mercury. is often fruſtrated 
by an improper regimen... Few men have fuf- 
ficient reſolution to break off their former ha- 

bits of living while under a courſe of mer- 
cury. They will take the medicine, but can- 
not refrain from their uſual luxuries. I have 
often ſeen the cure protracted to twice the uſual 
time, when no other reaſon could be aſſigned 
but the patient's luxurious manner of living. 
As any one ſtimulus may counteract ano- 
ther, why may not the ſtimulus of wine coun- 
teract that of mercury? I do not mean that a 
patient, under a courſe of mercury, is to live too 
low, neitber do I approve of very copious 
evacuations 
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_ evacuations prior to the patient s entering on 


ſuch a courſe; nor indeed of any at all, pro- 


vided the patient is not of a full or inflamma- 
tory habit. When that is the caſe, bleeding 


and purging may be neceſſary, as well as other 


evacuations. As far as my recollection goes, 


J think the cure of lues venerea goes on more 


ſlowly in fat than in lean patients. 


Though the patient is not to be ſtarved 


under a courſe of mercury, yet there are ſome 
things that will diſagree with the ſtomach, and 
ought, therefore, not to be uſed : For exam- 
ple, all raw vegetables, and whatever is-apt 
to turn ſour or rancid on the ſtomach, ought 
to be avoided. When the mercury is rubbed 
in, theſe cautions are leſs neceſſary; but at 


all times crude, acid vegetables, uſed freely, 


are injurious to the ſtomach and bowels. 5 

Few things are more injurious to a. patient, 
under a courſe of mercury than expoſure to 
cold. In a mild climate I ſhould think there 


was no occaſion for any confinement under a 


courſe of mercury; but with us, who have all 
the. ſeaſons in a few days, and often even 
in -one day, this is a matter of the greateſt 
importance, Patients get well under every. 


kind 


1 ; 
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kind of treatment, but circumſtances of a very 
untoward nature are often occaſioned by cold. 
I am fully convinced that one half of the me- 
dicine generally uſed for curing the lues vene- 
rea would ſucceed, were patients confined to 
the houſe during a courſe of mercury 

It has already been obſerved that one of 
the moſt diſagreeable effects of mercury is its 
tendency to run off by the bowels. No doubt 
this may be, in ſome meaſure, corrected by 
opium ; but as few patients like to take that 
drug, I would again beg leave to recommend a 
due attention to warmth. | While a ſufficient 
degree of perſpiration is kept up, mercury will 

ſeldom fall on the bowels. No ſooner, how- 
ever, is this evacuation checked, than the 
| bowels are affected. All the patient's food 
and drink ought to be a little warm, and ra- 
| * of eaſy digeſtion. When 1 recommend 

* Iam eufficiently aware that many patients cannot keep the 
house while they are using mercury for curing the lues venerea ; 


but these patients must lay their acceunt with many inconveni- 
ences, and those sometimes of a very serious nature. Indeed most 


of the bad consequences, imputed to mercury, are, in my opinion, 


owing to taking cold, Some speculative writers have thought 
otherwise; but a long series of observation has convinced me that 
fluzes, fevers, and even madness, may be proguces by cole under a 
course of arr. 4 

warmth, 
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warmth, I do not mean that the patient is to 


be kept in a profufe ſweat : this, inſtead of 


promoting, would retard the cure; and weaken 


the patient to no purpoſe. 
Few things are of more importance, Skid; | 


a courſe of mercury, than to regulate the pa- 
tient's clothing. If linen is worn next the 
ſkin, it is not only cold and chilly, but, when 
moiſtened by the perſpiration, it becomes 


damp; and the moiſture is taken up by the 7 


abſorbent veſſels which open on the ſkin. 


would be a good rule, if every perſon 8 | 


under lues venerea were: to wear flannel next 


the ſkin during the whole time of the cure. 


It is not only neceſſary, during a courſe of 


mercury, to avoid every thing that is highly 


ſtimulating, as hot ſpices, high-ſeaſoned 
diſhes; and ſuch-like ; but alſo all violent exer- 
tions of bodily ſtrength, as running, wreſtling, 
hard riding, &c.: nor is tranquillity of mind 


leſs neceſſary. ., All the bodily functions may 
be diſordered by violent paſſions; and when 
that is the caſe, the moſt powerful medicines 
will not have their proper effects on the ſyſ- 


tem. 
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Buboes may ariſe from diffrent iſs: but 
ve mean only to treat of the venereal bubo: 
this is generally ſeated in the groin, and is 
attended with ſwelling, pain, and inflammation 
of the part. The true ſyphilitic bubo is com- 
monly preceded by a chancre on the glans or 
prepuce, though a chanere is not neceſſary to 
the production, of a bubo: it is ſometimes, 
though ſeldom, the firſt ſymptom after impure 
coition. The bubo i is generally fingle, though 
ſometimes both groins are at once affected. 
There is no occaſion to deſcribe the whole 
abſorbent ſyftem to explain the theory of buboes. 
It is ſufficient to ſay, that every part of the 
body, both external and internal, is repleniſhed 
with abſorbent veſſels, whoſe open mouths 
take up more or leſs of every fluid that is ap- 
plied to them. Theſe veſſels carry the vene- 
real poiſon into the ſyſtem, and ferve likewiſe 
to convey its antidote. | 

Whether the bubo ariſes from an ods 
ate abſotption, without any previous local 
eruption, or from an abſorption from chancres, 

| or 
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er a . gonorrhœa, the ſymptoms are 


nearly the ſame. Some, indeed, ſuppoſe that 


the bubo may ariſe from the. poiſan being con- 
veyed from the mals of blood, when; yniver- 


tally tainted with the infection; hut this opinion 


is by no means well fqunded. ;, From what- - 
ever cauſe buboes proceed, they; commonly 
hold the following praghres 3, % wel 
0 mall hard tumor is felt in. one or both 
groins, accompanied with ſome degree « of pain, 
though not acute; this tumor gradually in- 
creaſes, till it has arrived at maturity. "By When 


matter begins to be farmed, the bubo becomes 


very painful, and ſometimes excites a ſlight de- 


ration of the bubo is ,completed., The fize 
of buboes at the time of their ſuppuration is 
very, different ; ſome of them are not larger 


than a Walnut, While others exceed the bulk 


of an hen's egg. · The ſuppuration of the 


bubo will be quick; if it is attended with much 


puin; but, if not p anied With MG W 
its progreſs will be ſlew. px. l th oils 


Buboes, in their fink Hage, . 


| be parſed; dy which much tyguble,pain, aud 


convenience. to.the: patient will he provent- 
_ Nl © 
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ed. But this method of treatment is, by eme. 


believed to be dangerous : they ſuppoſe that a 


bubo is an effort of nature to carry off what 
they call the morbific matter of the diſeaſe ; 
and that, by diſcuſſing it, the venereal poiſon is 
repelled, and thrown! into the ſyſtem. On 


this ſuppoſition, it was formerly deemed good 


practice always to promote ſuppuration, and 
bring the bubo to diſcharge matter as ſoen as 
poſſible. But this practice is not founded 


on ſound reaſoning, and is by the more en- 


eg practitioners rejected. 
In ſome of the moſt obſtinate Weneenk _ 
; whith have fallen under my obſervation, the 
buboes have ſuppurated, and ſometimes in ſuc- 
ceſſion; but L could never perceive that the 
ſuppuration tended to promote the cure, or to 
render mercury leſs neceſſary. Beſides, the 
ſores, occaſioned by the breaking or laying 
open of the buboes, prove often "randy 
_ troubleſome and difficult of cure. For theſe 
reaſons, I always, in the firſt inſtance, attem pt 
the diſperſion of a bubo, 

To effect this purpoſe, evacuants are' ein {lhe 
firſt place to be uſed, as bleeding, purging, 


n. &c. I have known one briſk purge 
carry 
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carry off a-bubo*, nnd looal-Bleeding hs of- 


ten had the ſame effect. This may be done 


by cupping or leeches: I generally prefer the 
latter. The ſores, indeed, occaſioned by the 
bite, are ſometimes llow in healing; but this 
is a ſlight indonvenience, when compared to 
the advantages derived from the bleeding. In 
full and inflammatory habits, the patient may 
loſe blood from the arm; but, in general, lo- 
cal bleeding ſucceeds better. Blood, taken 
from or near the part affected, will relieve the 
patient more, while it weakens him leſs, chan 


a much __ 1 taken from the Nr. 


ral maſs... 

Some hn W unh to accompany 
the bleeding and purging, which are to be re- 
peated according to circumftances. I gene- 


rally uſe repellent poultices, made with Gou- 
lard's extract, or the ſugar of lead; though 


ſome prefer the following ointment, „as n 
ly troulſeſoms : : 


* When a bubo dicappears f in a row . the . h it 
to his great skill; and when it proves obstinate, which will happen 
under the best treatment, the physician is blamed, when he is not 
in fault. Random cures often establish the reputation of medicines 
which possess no real virtues, and fill the pockets of pretenders to 


Taks 


FRO who are 7 ignorant of that gcience, 
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Take of mercurial ointment, one ounce ; m 

_ Goulard's extract, fifty drops; vi 

Powder of opium, one ene un ben e 
cher according to art. 8 


— 


A dittle of this ointment may be rubbed 
__ near to the e ai ſeveral times 
LE day. ; 

While theſs attoinpts are . to dr 
| mts bubo, the patient muſt aiſe an abſte- 
mious regimen, avoiding all ſtrong arid fer- 
mented liquors ; alſo food of a heating or ſti- 
mulating nature. The body muſt be kept 
gently open, and all violent exertions are to 
be avoided, as riding, running, wreſtling, and 
fuch- like. This rule is of more ũmportance 
than is generally imagined, as muſcular mo- 
tion of AE: Lind tends to e n. 
mation. 1 4177 4 
: During theſe ebe to ) diſperſe the | bubo, 
9 mercury is not to be omitted: 

it may be adminiſtered nearly in the ſumennan- 
ner as for the chancre; only, that in this caſe 
ſome prefer the ointment to every other pre- 
Paration of mercury. Their reaſon for giv- : 
ing it the preference is, that it can be ap- 1 
0 
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1 : manner 
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manner as to be taken up by thoſe lymphatic 


veſſels which carry it nde to . _ 


eaſed glands *; 7 


If the means: uſed for diſperſing t the via ; 


ſhould not ſucceed, and the inflammatory ſymp- 
toms run high, fo that the ſuppuration ſeems 
unavoidable, they ſhould be diſcontinued; and 
proper medicines applied for promoting: the 


ſuppuration. For this purpoſe, emollient fa- 


mentations and ripening poultices are proper : 
theſe may be. ſoftened with ſweet oil or freſh 
butter, and applied to the bubo. evening and 


morning. If it is found neceſſary to haſten the 


ſuppuration, raw onions may be bruiſed, * 


ſpread on the poultice. 
| To promote the ſuppuration, the P may 


indulge in a more nouriſhing diet, and drink a 


moderate quantity of wine. If the pain is 


very great, t to alleviate the irritation, and pro 


1 The quantity of mercury necessary for the resolution of a 
bubo will be in proportion to its obstinacy ; but care muſt be taken 


not to hurt the constitution. Mr. Hunter recommends half a 
dram of mercurial ointment, made with equal parts of quicksilver 
and hog's-lard, to be used every night. If the mouth is not af- 


fected in six or eight days, and. the gland does not readily resolve, 


two scruples, or a dram, may be applied every night; and if there 


be no amendment, more must be rubhed in: in short, if the reduc- 
tion proves obstinate, the mercury must be pushed as far as can he 
done without raising a violent salivation- 


cure 
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be "hi take from half a grain to a 
grain of opium in a pill at bed-time. This will 
 Lkewiſe tend to haſten the formation of mat- 

ter, and ſhorten the inflammatory ſtage. L 
When the bubo has arrived at maturity, and 
matter is formed, the common practice is to 
open the abſceſs with a lancet, or by means of 
cauſtic; but it often happens, when the bubo is 
opened by theſe methods, that it is not perfect- 

_ ty ripe; but when Nature is left to make the 
opening in her own way, it always happens 
when it ought, and generally heals much 
fooner, and with leſs inconyenience, than 
when opened either by inciſion or cauſtic. 

As foon as the abſceſs is broken, the patient 
ought gently to preſs out the matter, endea- 
N at the ſame time, to enlarge the ori- 
fice. If the diſcharge is thick, and the ſuppu- 
ration has not been tedious, there will be every 
reaſon to expect that the abſceſs will ſoon heal; 
but if the ſore diſcharges a thin ſharp ichor of 
a greeniſh colour, and its lips are ragged, and 
of a looſe, flabby appearance, the cure will 
prove both tedious and troubleſome. | 

| After ſqueezing out the matter, a little of 
any digeſtive ointment may be applied to the 
ſore, on a bit. of lint or ſoft rag; and the whole 
eovered 
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covered with a foft poultice. This may be 
renewed twioe a day, preſſing out the matter 
very gently before it is applied. The ſore 
ought to be kept clean by waſhing it, every 


time the poultice is renewed, with milk and 
water a little warm. The time that may be 


neceſſary for healing the bubo cannot be aſcer- 


tained, as it depends ee on the Wen 5 
conſtitution. 

It ſometimes happens, after ſeveral * 
trial of the above method of treatment, that 


the ſores grow worſe, and the patient's health 
and ſtrength decline. In this caſe it will be 


neceſſary to diſcontinue the merc 


rk and to 
put the patient on a light and nouriſhing diet, 


with an allowance of three or four glaſſes of 
ſound red port wine in the courſe of the day. 
The bark muſt alſo be taken in as N _— 


tities as the ſtomach will bear it. 


I have ſeen a patient ſo much weakeried by 
the uſe of mercury, that he was not able to 
walk, or even to ſtand; yet, by going into 
the country, living on a light nouriſhing diet, 


and drinking the decoction of ſarſaparilla, with 


equal parts of new milk, he got well in a few 
weeks. If any ſymptoms of the diſorder re- 
F main 
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main after this courſe, it will be neceſſary to 
reſume the uſe of the grand ſpecific, Mercury; 
as ſoon as the patient is able to bear it. 
Though miſchief is, no doubt, done by puſh- 
ing the mercury too far, yet I am fully per- 
| ſuaded that ten times more proceeds from 
leaving it off too ſoon. The patient tires of 
taking medicine, 'and the doctor, willing . to 
. Indulge him, gives him permiſſion to deſiſt 
before: the buſineſs is completed. Of this, I 
am ſorry to ſay, one meets with too many 
1 8 19 to 8 the fact. 5 
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A a niger may appear on any part 
ol the body, and is a ſure ſign that the poi- 


ſon has pervaded and infected every part of 


the. ſyſtem. Theſe ulcers are uſually - pre- 
ceded by blotches, which appear firſt about 
the roots of the hair, or, on the forehead, 
where they go by the name of a corona veneris. 
They gradually ſpread all over the body, and 
are attended with itching and ſome degree of 


| pain. i A venereal ulcer, though not very pain- 
N ful, 
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ful, quickly becomes deep, and even reaches 
the bone, which it renders foul. It diſcharges - 
a thin, foetid; corroſive matter; and cannot be 


_ cured but by a complete and well-conducted 
courſe of mercury. 


It is of importance to diſtinguiſh the 2 
real from the common ulcer, as miſtakes in 
this matter may have ſerious conſequences, 
both with regard to the character of patients, 
and the method of cure. If the patient has 


reaſon to ſuſpect that the ulcer may: be vene- 
real; if its margin is hard, the ſurrounding 
{kin preternaturally red, and the bottom co- 
vered with a white ſlough, there is ground 


to believe it is venereal. But the moſt cer- 
tain concluſion may be drawn from the uſe of 
mercury : if the ulcer either appears, or grows 
worſe during the uſe of mercury, it is probably 
not venereal ; but if it gets better under a 
proper courſe of mercury, there is little doubt 


of its belonging to that claſs. 


Though a chancre, which is a venereal ul- 


cer, generally appears on the genitals, yet 


thoſe ulcers which proceed from a contami- 
nated ſtate of the whole ſyſtem, ſeldom affect 


the N of generation: indeed, there is no 
A part 
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part of the ſurface of the body where they 06- 
cur fo ſeldom. This. clearly proves, what we 
have before aſſerted, that the chancre is a local 
affection, and affords no proof that the ſyſtem 
is contaminated. Almoſt every chancre may 
be traced to a local application of the vene- 
real poiſon; and when the poiſon can be ar- 


reſted in its progreſs the Ov will not be 


generally affected. 

Though venereal ulcers are b 3 
by blotches, yet this is not always the caſe: 
ſometimes they come without any previous 


eruption, and at other times a number of 


ſmall pimples riſe upon the ſkin, previous to 


the appearance of an ulcer. Nor is it uncom- 


mon for a {light degree of itchinefs only to be 


felt on the part, before the ulcer is perceived. 


Venereal ulcers are generally pretty tractable, 
and heal almoſt as ſoon as other ſores, unleſs 
there is ſome fault in the patient's conſtitu- 
tion. When this is the caſe, they often prove 
very obſtinate; and ſometimes even bid de- 
fiance to the great antidote, mercury. The 
habits, where venereal ulcers prove moſt ob- 
ſtinate, are the ſcrofulous, and perſons deeply 


affected with the ſcurvy. As both theſe ha- f 


bits 
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bits are very common in this country, it is no 


wonder that venereal complaints ſhould ſo of- 
ten prove tedious, and difficult to cure. 
There ſeems to be ſome affinity between the 
pox and ſcrofula, that has not yet been defin- 
ed: where the ſyſtem is deeply affected by 
the latter, the former will always be found ob- 
ſtinate. I have known even a bubo, in ſuch 


a habit, continue for years before it could be 


cured, notwithſtanding the liberal uſe of mer- 
Cury 3 and ſometimes ulcers, which ſeem to 


riſe from a venereal taint, and will not yield 


to mercury, may be cured by ſea-bathing. "nw 
is almoſt a ſpecific in ſcrofula. 


Venereal ulcers often affect the throat. 
Sometimes an ulcer in this part is the firlt 
ſymptom of the diſeaſe; and, being miſtaken - 


for a common ſore throat, it is often impro- 
perly treated. The ulcer generally makes its 


appearance on the glans called amygdalæ, from 
their reſemblance to almonds, with an eryſi- 
pelatous or reddiſh colour in the parts adja- 


cent, and a buffy colour at the bottom. It is 


not, however, confined to theſe glans, hut 


ſometimes attacks the uvula, tonſils, roof of 
the mouth; and other adjacent parts. 


It 
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It is of the greateſt importance to be early 


acquainted with the nature of theſe ulcers, as 
they often ſpread rapidly ; and, if not checked 
by mercury, they will corrode the parts on 


which they fix, and deſtroy the organs of 


deglutition. Where there is the leaſt reaſon 
to ſuſpect that ulcers of the throat may pro- 
ceed from a venereal taint, the patient ought 


immediately to have recourſe to the beſt ad- 


vice. 
The firſt ſtep towards the cure of an ulcer 
In the throat is, to aſcertain its cauſe. One 
often meets with ulcerous throats in married 


women, which have been under the care of 
the family apothecary for many months, with- 


out any progreſs having been made towards a 


cure; the attendant either not ſuſpecting the 


real cauſe of the complaint, or not daring to 
inquire into it. The huſband, who takes care 
to get cured himſelf, and leaves his wife to 


find out her diſorder, and to get cured as ſhe 


can, is at once cruel and unjuſt. 
A venereal ulcer ſometimes affects the 
womb. This too is apt to be miſtaken, and 


treated as a cancer. As it cannot be exam- 
ined, like the ſore throat, the beſt and ſafeſt 


way 
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way is to conſider it as venereal, and to treat 
it accordingly. If it ſhould not yield to mer- 


cury and its accompaniments, the cauſe be- 
comes doubtful. I would then recommend 


ſea-bathing, or the waters of BAREGES, as moſt 
likely to perform a cure. 

In whatever part of the body a venereal 
ulcer appears, its cure muſt be attempted, by 


mercury. Where this fails, there is reaſon 


to ſuſpe either that the ulcer is not truly ve- 
nereal, or that it has aſſumed a different cha- 
racter, and requires a different mode of treat- 


ment. In this caſe, the patient's ſtrength 


muſt be reſtored by nouriſhing diet and gene- 


rous wines. The uſe of tonic medicines, as 


the bark and ſteel, will likewiſe be proper; 
and, above all, we would always nn 
cold ſea-bathing. | 

A variety of ointments, &c. have been re- 
commended in the cure of venereal ulcers, but 


we lay no great ſtreſs upon them. The chief 


buſineſs is to keep the ſore clean, and to throw: 
in the antidote as freely as the patient's con- 
ſtitution will bear it. A iſt of the moſt ap- 
proved medicines for local application will, 

however, 
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| however, be given in the Ago. with di- 
rections for mn than hun: 
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or VENEREAL BLOTCHES, AND ortER 
SFFECTION S OF THE SKIN. 


It has 3 obſerved. ahas I? lower 

are often preceded by blotches. They, as 
well as the ulcer, prove that the ſyſtem is con- 
taminated, and that the poiſon has diffuſed it- 


ſelf through the whole frame. T here is no 
part of the body exempt from their attack, 


though they appear more frequently on ſome 
parts than on others. Some ingenious at- 
tempts have been made to account for this; 
but they are more ſpecious than ſolid. 455 

Though blotches are ſometimes a pri mary 
ſymptom, yet I have more frequently found 
them a ſecondary one, and generally the ef- 
fect of cold, when the body was charged with 
mercury, and the diſeaſe not totally ſubdued, 
'The eruptions, in this caſe, have a very un- 
ſeemly appearance; but there is reaſon to be- 


lieve, if the dileaſe were not thrown upon 
| the 
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e 
A few. years ago, a patient of mine, who 
had for ſome time been under a courſe of mer- 


— 


cury, refuſed to take it any longer, becauſe it 


made his mouth ſore, and was attended with 
other inconveniences: contrary to my advice, 


he went down to the ſea-ſide; and, as it was 


the ſeaſon for bathing, like many others, with- 


out any precaution, he plunged headlong into 
the water, and ſwam about for his amuſement. 


How often this was repeated I do not know; 


bug, on his return to town, he came to me ; 


with a face fo covered with blotches, as hardly 


to reſemble the human figure. As theſe had 


every mark of venereal blotches, I was in- 


duced to put him under a freſh courſe of mer- 
_ cury, and to continue it till they diſappeared. 
At preſent I have a gentleman under my 
care, who, during the ſevere froſt of laſt win- 
ter *, was taking mercury. I could not per- 
ſuade him to keep the houſe : he not only 
went abroad, but was very irregular in his 


manner of my” The conſequence was, an 


E 17945. . 
Wt univerſal 
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univerſal eruption, er blotches all over, but 
particularly on the face. They are now. go- 
ing off by the uſe of mercury; but at one 
time they exhibited the appearance of a con- 
fluent ſmall pox, a little after the turn, ſo ex- 
actly, that any one, at firſt ſight, would have 
ſuppoſed the patient was juſt recovering from 
that loathſome diſeaſe. From the reſem- 
blance I am inclined to think this diſeaſe took 
its name. 53 OG | 

Venereal blotches are not attended with 
much pain; they excite, however, an itchi- 
neſs, which makes the patient reſtleſs and un- 
eaſy. They often attack the points of the 
fingers, eſpecially under the nails ; and, when 
ſuffered to proceed, a ſeparation takes place, 
and the nails as well as the cuticle fall off: 
indeed, whatever ſeparates the cuticle will take 
off. the nails. When they attack the parts 
covered with hair, they not only prevent its 
growth, but frequently it falls off. 

There are other cuticular eruptions, as the 
herpes, &c. which may be miſtaken for the 
venereal, by people not accuſtomed to ſee theſe 
things. Herpetic eruptions generally appear 
in a circular form, from whence they get the 

| : e name 
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name of ring worms. They are broader than 
the venereal blotches. Beſides, the herpes is 
more local than venereal eruptions, which of- 
ten cover the greater part of the body. But 
they are beſt known from the circumſtances of 
the caſe, and the patient's manner of life. 

Theſe, like other venereal affections, gene- 
rally yield to a proper courſe of mercury; 
though ſometimes it is found neceſſary to call 
in the aid of antimony. This may either be 
done by adminiſtering Plummer's pill, or by 
adding ſuch a quantity of the antimonial wine, 
or of crude antimony, to the Liſbon diet drink, 
as will be directed in the Appendix. 

Some have ſuppoſed, and not without rea- 5 
* that the corroſive ſublimate, in affections 
of the ſkin, is preferable to the other prepara- 
tions of mercury. In obſtinate cafes, where 
the other mercurial medicines have failed, it 
has often, in my practice, ſucceeded : indeed 1 
have ſeldom known it to fail. It ought, how-. 
ever, to be adminiſtered with care ; and it will 
be more ſafe, if e with the deooc- 
tion of ſarſaparilla. | 

Some recommend pd ointment, or 
1 to be applied externally ; but I am no 

U 2 N friend 
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friend either to wet or greaſy applications to 
the ſkin. - When the eruptions are hot or un- 


eaſy, I treat them in the ſame manner as the 
eryſipelas, by ſprinkling them with fine flour. 
Should the eruption, however, prove very ob- 
ſtinate, an appropriated ointment _— de 8 
mee as — in 4 A 
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N T he nk virus 20m ſuffered to remain 
in the fyſtem, faſtens at laſt on the bones; and, 
what is very remarkable, it commonly ſeizes 
on the moſ ſolid parts of the bones and where 
they are moſt thinly covered with fleſh; as the 
ſhin-bones, the bones of the head, of the arm, 
&c. Nor is it leſs worthy of remark, that 
wherever it fixes, there it remains, and is never 


known to leave the part * till it! is eee oy 


the poiſon conquered. 
Tbe true nods riekeich- is a a0 tumor ri. 


| ing on a bone affected with the venereal virus, 


does not appear at an early period: of the dif- 
eaſe ; but, in caſes where patients are expoſed 


to cold, or in damp fituations, fwellings of the 


m _—_ 
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muſcles, ligaments, and tendons, will appear 
ſoon after the infection has been received into 
the ſyſtem. Theſe, however, are not to be. 
- conſidered as genuine venereal nodes. : 
In the early ſtage of the diſeaſe, a venereal 

node occaſions little pain, and is, for that rea- 
ſon, often neglected ; but as the tumor in- 
creaſes, ſo does the pain, till it ſometimes be- 
comes quite excruciating. I had a patient, 
who was ſo tormented with a node, that he 
uſed to get out of bed, almoſt every night, and 
ſit for hours together with his leg immerſed 
in a pail of cold water. In ſuch caſes, ſome 
recommend an inciſion to be made as deep as 
the bone for the whole length of the node; 
but few patients will ſubmit to this operation, 


X — ——_ . 
.. 


Sometimes theſe pains are miſtaken for the 
rheumatiſm, but they may eaſily be diſtinguiſh- 
ed: the rheumatiſm generally affects the 
joints, while the node riſes in the middle of 
the bone. Beſides, the rheumatiſm often 
changes its place, and even ſhifts from one 
joint to another; but the node, as has been 
already obſerved, is permanent, 


The 
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The cure of nodes evinces the ende 


| powers of mercury as a medicine. That it 
ſhould be able to purſue the enemy into his 
laſt retreat, and, when he has ſeized on the 
moſt ſolid parts of the ſyſtem, which he is ſure, 


if neglected, to deſtroy; I ſay, that, in this 
caſe, a few grains of mercury ſhould diſlodge the 
foe, and reſtore the patient to perfect health 
and ſoundneſs, is a thing ſcarcely credible.--- 
Yet it is fo certain, that I do not recollect 
ever to have ſeen mercury fail in the cure of 
a node ; and, even where the bones have be- 


come carious, and have exfoliated, the patient 


has received a complete cure, and has not only 
enjoyed perfect health himſelf, but been able to 
tranſmit a ſound conſtitution to his progeny. 

In the cure of nodes, it is of the great- 


eſt importance to apply the antidote as ſoon 
as poſſible: delay not only renders a greater 
quantity of mercury neceſſary, but endangers 


the bone. I do not recolle& to have ſeen a 
bone become carious, or an operation neceſſary, 
where the mercury had been 5000p in due 
time and quantity. 


The miſtake is generally made in this Why: : 


the patient puts himſelf under what he thinks 


proper 


G err K aw kw a oa 


8 ODD 1 w 


! 


OF THE VENEREAL NODE. 159 


proper care; the ſymptoms diſappear, and he 


is declared to be cured. Some months; and 
ſometimes years, afterwards, a flight pain is 
felt, and perhaps ſome degree of ſwelling ap- 
pears on the ſhin-bone: this is ſuppoſed to be 
rheumatic, and is of courſe neglected, till the 
poiſon has rendered the bone foul, and perhaps 


carious. 125 
Every perſon who has had the lues venerea, 
ought to be on his guard with reſpect to the 


appearance of nodes; and, if he feels pain, or 
perceives any ſwelling on thoſe parts of the 
bone where nodes are known to riſe, he ought 
to have immediate recourſe to the antidote. 
Some, in this caſe, prefer the ointment, and 
even rub it on the part affected; but this I con- 
ſider as bad practice. The ointment will have 
the ſame effect if rubbed on the ſound parts, 
and the friction is apt to hurt the diſeaſed one. 
The ointment, however, in this caſe, is not my 
favourite remedy; at leaſt I never truſt to it 
alone. J have ſeen great quantities of the oint- 
ment uſed for the diſcuſſion of a node with 
little or no apparent benefit; where pills, made 
of thecalcined mercury, effected a complete cure. 
In nodes of long ſtanding, more mercury will 


be neceſſary than in any other N af. 


tection. 


As 
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4s th& true node is never an early ſymptom, 
there is reaſon to ſuſpect that it is owing either 
to improper treatment or negle&.---A married 
gentleman, either to fave his money or appear- 
ances, put himſelf under the care of an apo- 
thecary in the environs of London, who, after 
ſome months” attendance, told him he was 
cured. Some time after, he came to me, with 
a large node on one of his legs, for which I put 
him under a courſe of mercury. He had ſent 
his wife into the country, to live with her 
friends, till he ſhould get well; but unfortu- 
nately ſhe had carried the infection along with 


her. Finding herſelf unwell, ſhe applied to a | 


country apothecary, who, being a mere goſſip, 
blabbed the matter among her friends: they 
took the alarm, abuſed the huſband, and had 
very near effected a ſeparation. I adviſed him 


to bring her up to town, and put her under the 
ſame courſe of medicine as himſelf. In a few 
months they were both well, and have ſince 


had ſeveral fine children. 55 
A man may have a misfortune, or be off his 


guard at one time or another. When this 


happens, and he has reaſon to think, or even 


to ſuſpect, that he has injured his partner, he 


_ ought immediately to acquaint her with his 
ſituation, and to take the ſame advice for her 
8 8 as 
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as for himſelf ; otherwiſe he may have reaſon 
to repent of his conduct as long as he lives. 
She will impute all her future complaints to 


this diſeaſe, and will never believe that The has 


been thoroughly cured. 

When the matter of the venereal diſeaſe 
falls upon the tendons, muſcles, or ligaments, ſo 
as to produce tumors, which have a reſem- 
blance to nodes, we muſt depend entirely on 
mercury for the cure; and, if ulcers ſhould 


appear, they muſt be treated in the ſans man- 


ner as other venereal ulcers. 


OF EXCRESCENCES ABOUT THE SEAT. | 


We have already taken notice of thoſe warty 
excreſcences which occur in gonorrhcea, and 


of their proper method of treatment: they 
are always local, and require only topical ap- 
plications. But the fleſhy excreſcences, which 
appear about the ſeat, generally mark a con- 


firmed lues. They ſhew that the whole ſyſ- 


tem is contaminated, and will only yiew to a 


e courſe of RY 


. Sometimes 


| 
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Sometimes- theſe excreſcences appear along, 
with the blotches in other parts of the body . 
nor do they unfrequently fall into ulcers, which 

_ diſcharge. a very offenſive matter. Theſe ul- 
cers are not very ſuperficial : they often run 
to a conſiderable depth, and I have once and 
again ſeen them degenerate into. fiſtulous ſores. 

Theſe excreſcences may be cut off with a a 
knife, or eaten away by cauſtic ; but, unleſs the 
cauſe is removed by a mercurial courſe, duly. 
perſiſted in, they will return with as much- vi- : 
rulence as before. If once ſubdued by a 
proper courſe of mercury, they are ſeldom 
known to appear again on the ſame parts. 
But it-does not follow, when the excreſcences 
diſappear, that the poiſon is eradicated : the 
diſeaſe will- often break out again with great 
virulence. | When this happens, recourſe muſt 
again be had to the grand ſpecific. Whatever 

aid may be derived from other medicines, they 
are only to be conſidered as auxiliaries. In 
this way- they may have their uſe ; but who- 
ever truſts to them for a radical cure, in a con- 
firmed lues, will be miſerably diſappointed. 

When the ſurfaces of theſe excreſcences 


W N matter, ſome * aſtringent lo- 
| tions 
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tions to heal them, leſt the matter ſhould be 
abſorbed, and diffuſed over the ſyſtem. I am 
no great friend to repellents in any caſe ; they 
are apt to deceive the patient, -and to make 
him believe he is cured, when the cafe is other- 
wiſe. But to cleanlineſs I can have no ob- 
| jection. It has already been recommended in 
the treatment of venereal ulcers ; and when 
theſe excreſcences diſcharge matter, it ſhould 
be frequently waſhed off with a piece of ſpunge 
dipped in milk and water, and dry lint applied 
to abſorb it. When ſinuous ulcers appear, 
they ſhould be cleaned by injecting the milk 
and water with a Nn, 


— 


EFFECTS OF THE VENEREAL DISEASE ON 
THE EYES AND EARS. | 


All the organs of ſenſe are liable to be af- 
fected by the vencreal diſeaſe, but particularly 
the eyes and ears. Some of the moſt obſti- 
nate inflammations of the eyes that I have 
met with aroſe from a venereal taint. A re- 
pelled gonorrhoea is by ſome ſuppoſed to be the 


claſs ot this ſpecies of opthalmia. But the 
1 moſt ef 
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moſt dangerous affection of the eyes is that 


which proceeds from a confirmed lues. This, 
though not attended with much pain or in- 


flammation, frequently ends in total blind- 


neſs. _ 
When an inflammation of the eyes ſucceeds 


to a ſudden ſtoppage of the diſcharge in a 


gonorrhoea, means ſhould be uſed to reſtore 
the running. This may be done by ſtimu- 
lating injections frequently thrown up the 
urethra by means of a ſyringe. The manner 
of preparing and uſing theſe injections, as well 

as ſtimulating bougies, will be taken notice of 
in the Appendix. | 

The treatment of this is nearly the ſane 
as the common opthalmia. The inflamma- 
tory ſymptoms muſt be taken off by bleeding, 
purging, and other evacuations, If leeches 
are uſed, they muſt be applied as near to the 
eyes as can be done with ſafety. The ſame 


obſervation applies to bliſtering-plaſters. Slips 


of bliſtering-plaſter may be applied on the 
temples, or behind the ears, and kept running 
by converting them into iſſues. I have known 
{ome people, who are apt to have their eyes in- 


flamed, reap great benefit from wearing threads 
N 1885 Te 7 
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of worſted, ſmeared with the iſſue ointment, 
behind the ears. 

What is called the chronic opthalmia is of- 
ten a ſymptom of the pox, and can only be 
cured by mercury. In this caſe, mercury muſt 
not only be given in as large quantities 
as the patient can bear, but muſt be conti- 


nued for a conſiderable length of time, which 


muſt be regulated by its effects, as well as the 
nature of the diſeaſe; for the lues venerea in- 


duces different diſorders of the eyes, any of 


which may end in blindneſs. Sometimes the 
patient is affected with a gutta ſerena ; at 
other times with a catara& ;. and not unfre- 
quently, with what is worſe than either, a ſuf- 
fuſion of the humours, or an opacity of the 
cornea, A cataract may be extracted, and 
| ſometimes mercury will cure a gutta ſerena ; 
but when the humours become confuſed, or the 
cornea loſes its tranſ * very little is to 
be done. 
| Beſides throwing mercury into the ſyſtem 


in general, ſome local applications are recom- 


mended. When the eye-lids are affected, 
they may be frequently anointed with the mer- 
curial ointment ; or, what is more active, 


with 
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with an ointment compoſed of three or four 
parts of hogs-lard to one of the unguentum ci- 
trinum of the common diſpenſatories. This 


may be made ſtronger or weaker, as the parts 


can bear it. Some recommend bathing the 
eyes, five or ſix times a day, with a weak 


ſolution of the corroſive ſublimate : this 


muſt likewiſe be adapted to the patient 8 

oor». fl 5 
There is one affection of the eye, which, 
though truly venereal, is ſometimes miſtaken 
for a fiſtula lacrymalis. It is ſeated in the in- 


terior angle of the eye, and is attended with an 


almoſt conſtant diſcharge of tears, which keep 
trickling down the cheek. Theſe tears are 
prevented from finding their way into the noſe 
through the lacrymal ſac, by the viſcid mat- 
ter that cloſes up what are called the puncta 
act malia. This matter may be ſqueezed out, 
by preſſing the part with the finger. 
I had a patient ſome time ago, who had 
long laboured under this complaint : he was 
attended by a ſurgeon of no great experience, 
who had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of what was the 
real cauſe of his patient's diſorder, and propoſed 


ö en him by the operation for the fiſtula lacry- 


mals, 
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: 
malis. As I took it to be a venereal ſymptom, 
I adviſed him to try a courſe of mercury, by 
which the complaint was entirely removed. 


The ears, as well as the eyes, are ſome- 


times the ſeat of the venereal diſeaſe ; and, 
in ſome inſtances, it deſtroys the ſenſe of 
hearing altogether. When the external parts 


of the ear only are affected, it is not fo 


dangerous; though, in ſome inſtances, the 


external paſſage is ſo ſtuffed up with a dry, 
ſcurfy matter, as to obſtruct the hear- 
ing. But the greateſt danger ariſes from 
the venereal diſeaſe fixing on the bones. 
When this is the caſe, a diſcharge of ill- 
coloured matter enſues, which is followed 
by an exfoliation of the bones, and a total 
loſs of hearing. 

It is obſerved, that no ſymptom of the 
venereal diſeaſe proves more obſtinate than 
deafneſs. External affections of the ear 
may be removed by a courſe of mer- 
cury ; and ſo may deafneſs, occaſioned by 
an ulceration or ſwelling of the euſtachian 
tube, where it opens into the throat ; but 


when the diſeaſe has fixed upon the mem- 
\ | brane, 
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brane, or bones of the ear, no advantage 
is to be expected from mercury, or any 
other medicine with which we are acquaint- 
ed. The virus, however, may be totally re- 
moved from the conſtitution by the' uſe of 
mercury, though the local ſymptom of deat- 
1 ill remain. 
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SOME ſpeculative writers have aſſerted that 
a child cannot bring the venereal difeaſe into 
the world with it, unleſs it contracts it in the. 
birth: J am ſorry to ſay, however, that proofs. 
of the SONY are too numerous to admit of 
a doubt. A man maulk have had little prac- 


„We have frequently had occasion to mark the resemblance be- 
tween the great and small pox, especially with respect to the mode 
in which the infection may be communicated. But we have the 
most unequivocal preofs of pregnant women communĩcati ing the 
small pox to the infant in the womb. Children have not only been 
born marked with the small pox, but with pustules on the skin; 
these pustules have come to maturity; matter has been taken from 
them for inoculation, which has produced the genuine small pox; 
and these again have produced others, &c· No theory can set 
aside facts: they are stubborn things; and will force their way, 
in spite of the most ingenious reasoning. No argument can 
be brought against a mother's infecting a feefus in ters with the 
lues venerea, that does not apply with equal fore her com- 


municating the small * 
Y <4 nl 
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tice, who has not Teen children born with 
ſymptoms of the lues venerea, which could not 
be contracted in the birth. Fortunately, in- 


deed, when an infant comes into the world, 


with the moſt unequivocal ſymptoms of this 
diſeaſe on its body, it can be cured. The great 
ſpecific can be adminiſtered to infants as well as 


to adults; and, what is very remarkable, the 
former often bear it better than the latter. 
An infant born with the venereal diſeaſe is 


commonly very delicate. Its fleſh is ſoſt, 


_ and its joints are feeble. But the moſt cer- 
tain marks of the diſeaſe appear on the ſkin, 


which is generally covered with blotches, re- 


ſembling thoſe of the venereal kind in adults. 


Sometimes, indeed, the child appears as if it 
had been flayed, or had the- cuticle taken off 
with ſcalding water: in this caſe, the fingers 


and toes ſeem as if the nails had been taken 


off along with the ſcarf-ſkin. 
' Occaſionally the diſeaſe does not appear til 
ſome days aſter the birth, when the ſymptoms 


are ſomewhat different from the above; al- 


though, in general, there is a reſemblance. 
The eruptions are at firſt local, but afterwards, 
if not prevented by mercury, they ſpread ſo as 


to 
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to cover a great part of the body ; nor are in- 
ſtances wanting, where they diſcharge a thin 
ichor of a very acrimonious nature. 


When the diſeaſe does not appear till ſome. 


time after the birth, its firſt ſymptoms are ge- 
nerally perceived about the ſeat and parts ad- 
jacent. Theſe - are covered with irregular 
blotches, of a reddiſh caſt, riſing fomewhat 
above the ſurface of the ſkin, and covered with 
moiſture : : though, ein other parts of the body, 


the eruption has a cruſty appearance, and often 


falls off in dry ſcales. On the forehead, eye- 
lids, &c. it generally aſſumes the form of ſcab- 
by excreſcences. 

For curing the venereal diſeaſe in Mn 
ſome recommend giving mercury to the mo- 
ther or nurſe : as the mother generally has 
occaſion for medicine as well as the child, there 
can be no impropriety in this practice; but we 
would not adviſe any one to truſt to it alone 
for completing the cure. The infant ought 
to taxe mercury at the ſame time with the 
mother, regard being had to the difference of 


age and conſtitution. It is worthy of remark, 


however, that an infant will require more 


to affect its mouth, in proportion to 
1 2 55 its 
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its apparent ſtrength, than an adult. ' Indeed | 
I have always found, in exhibiting mercury for 
the hydrocephalus, that it was difficult to ex- 
cite a ſalivation by any quantity that one could 


venture to give to a child. 0 

The ſkin of an infant is ſo tender, th. it 0 

can hardly bear friction with the mercurial a 

ointment; otherwiſe this mode of application t 

would be a relief to the ſtomach and bowels. | 

But as the doſe is very ſmall, and the taſte can 2 

be diſguiſed by ſugar, there is no difficulty in I 

- adminiſtering the mercury internally. The t 

fourth part of a grain of calomel, or of cal- i 

cined mercury, may be rubbed with a ſmall 0 

quantity of ſugar, and given in a little ap three b 

1 or four times a day. K 
EF | Some give as much of the common mercu- f 
: rial pill, as contains the fourth of a grain of p 
þ mercuxy, four times a day. Others prefer the c 
mercurius alxaliſatus, which they adminiſter in t] 
i | the doſe « of half a grain, Whichever of theſe "0 
p : is given, it muſt be duly perſiſted in, otherwiſe a 

1 no benefit is to be expected. After the child 1 

| has taken mercury four or five weeks, it may be v 
1 | diſcontinued for five or ſix days, but not longer, ti 
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ſuffered entirely to ceaſe during the whole time 
of the cure. How long that may be muſt 


depend on circumſtances; but the medicine 
ſhould not be diſcontinued when the ſymptoms 
diſappear, otherwiſe they will return. If the 


conſtitution will bear it, the mercury may be 


adminiftered, with occaſional intermiſſions, for 
two or three months. 
Every perſon poſſeſſed of humanity will 


agree with me in thinking, that a mother, who 


brings an infant into the world infected with 


the venereal diſeaſe, ought to ſuckle it herſelf : 
it is a cruel thing to communicate this diſ- 
eaſe to an innocent nurſe, who, in all proba- 
bility, will give it to her huſband, by which 


means the contagion will be tranſmitted to a 
family, who may never get free from it. 


Though people in genteel life generally get 
cured of this malady, it is not the caſe with 


the lower claſſes of mankind: they can ſeldom 


obtain good advice; and when they do, they | 
are not in a condition to follow it. * 


When the mother cannot ſuckle the child; 
which, I admit, is ſometimes the caſe, it ought 
to be brought up by the hand. Though I by 


no means approve. of this mode of nurſing; yet 


* 
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the life of an infant is, in no caſe, to be put in 


competition with that of the mother of a fa- 
X mily, I fay life; for the caſes are by no 
means uncommon, where the ſuckling an in- 
fected child has proved fatal to the nurſe, and 
deſtructive to her whole family. 


Though I'do not know a more iniquitous 


act, than wilfully to communicate an infec- 
tious diſorder to an innocent family; yet 1 
ſuſpect, in ſuch: a caſe, that our law gives no 

redreſs ; and, if it did, what compenſation can 
be . ruining the conſtitutions of a whole 
family? Nor does the evil ſtop here: I have 
known the infection from one child communi- 


_ Cated to ſeveral families. Some children have 


two or three nurſes, and give it to them all; 
while they, in their turn, give it to others, and 
ſometimes to their own. So there is no * 
* where the miſchief may end. 
Some people think that all the miſchief may 


be prevented by giving medicine to the nurſe, 


without letting her know for what it is intend- 
ed. I never knew this ſucceed. A nurſe 
will never do juſtice to medicine, if ſhe thinks 
the ails nothing, and does not know for what 


purpoſe ' it is given ; ; and if ſhe is told, it is 
- | - „ 
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| ten to one if ſhe continues to ſuckle the child: 
any longer. Indeed, it 18 more than probable, 
that, by fretting and vexation, ſhe will loſe her 
milk, or turh it into a poiſon ; ſo that the poor 


infant, inſtead - of one enemy, has two to 


combat. 

On theſe and ado Gott I would 
adviſe, where there are ſigns of infection, and 
the mother cannot give ſuck, that the infant 
ſhould always be brought up by the hand. 
Some recommend this method of nurſing till 
the child is cured, and then to give it the breaſt; 
but to this plan there are ſeveral objections. 
Feyy children will ſuck after they have been 
two or three months without the breaft ; be- 


ſides; it is almoſt impoſſible to aſcertain the 


time when the infant is completely cured. 
Many nurſes have been infected by giving tlie 
breaſt to children after the dockue: had an- 
nounced them clean. 

But in theſe matters guilt does not attack 
to parents alone; nurſes are often to blame: 
nor can parents be too careful in inveſtigating. 
the characters of thoſe women whom they em- 


ploy to ſuckle their offspring. An innocent 
woman may communicate the infection by not 


knowing ſhe is injured ; but when a woman, 
who has reaſon to ſuſpect that ſhe has received 
| the 
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the infection, conceals it, and undertakes to 
fuckle a found child, I hardly know any puniſh- 
ment too ſevere for her. This, however, to 
my knowledge, is no uncommon practice. 
Married people, or people about to be mar- 
ried, cannot be too cautious in their conduct 


reſpecting this diſorder. What a dreadful in- 


heritance is the lues venerea to tranſmit to poſ- 


terity! yet many men are wonderfully inatten- 
tive to this matter. I have often been applied 
to for a quick cure, as the party was going to 
de married. In this I always refuſed to be con- 


cerned; knowing that the patient would either | 


take the medicine too quickly. or leave it off 


too ſoon; both of which might have ferious 


conſequences. But there are abundance of un- 


dertakers for this diſeaſe in London, who will 


make no ſeruple of en a bee cure 
in three days. 

Nodoubt, an apparent cure may be Fei brmed 
in tliree days; but woe be to him who truſts to it. 
It is an eafy matter to dry up a ſore; but if the 
poiſon has been taken into the ſyſtem, it is only 
fixing the diſorder. It would be difficult to 
aſcertain the extent of the miſchief done by 
pretenders to quick cures : indeed, when the 


_ ſyſtem is infected, the thing is impoffible. 
— is it eaſy to ſettle the preciſe time ut 


Which ; 
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which the ms * or hes not, entered the 
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cure will be more difficult than if it had been 
taken in time. Even in pregnant women the 


antidote is not to be neglected; otherwiſe the 
mother and child will both be ſufferers... G 
When it is neceſſary to give mercury to 
pregnant women, it ought always to be done 
with caution; ſhould it run off © a bowels, 
there will be danger of an abortion. I bave 
known one draſtic purge cauſe an abortion, and 
coſt the woman her life; indeed, when an 


abortion is occaſioned by violent means of any 


kind, the mother's life is in danger. Mer- 
cury ought, therefore, always to be admini- 
ſtered to pregnant women in form of oint- 
ment. This mode of application will gene- 
rally cure the diſeaſe, without n 


the life of the mother or foetus,” | 1 


As 251 pox S ids thine a | Tocal . 
affection, ſome truſt for a cure to burning out 
the part with cauſtic. It may ſometimes ſue- 
ceed, but the riſk is too great. Should the 
poiſon have entered the ſyſtem, this painful 
operation will be of no uſe; the infection will x * ; 
ſhew itfelf in one ſhape or another, and the 


2 . 
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One common conſequence of venereal in- 
ſection lurking in the habit, is abortion. This 
ſhould make breeding women very careful to 
avoid the contagion ; and when they have the 
misfortune to catch it, no means ſhould be left 
uneſſayed to get thoroughly cured. By fre- 
quent abortions, women not only loſe their | 
- progeny, but ruin their health. A woman is 
more hurt by one abortion, than by bringing 
ſeveral children to the full time: beſides, 
every abortion paves the way to another, till 
at length the conſtitution is ruined. I hardly 
recollect one inſtance of a woman who had had 
this misfortune often, that was not broken 
down by ſome particular diſeaſe, or laboured 
under a train of nervous affections, which were 
more than ſufficient to render life ar 
miſerable. 
: Aboitions RO this cauſe 8 W 


ahout the fixth or ſeventh month; and we 


have reaſon to believe they are more nume- 
rous than is commonly imagined. Mr. Bell, 
of Edinburgh, conſiders the lues as a frequent 
cauſe of abortion; and adds, that a well-con- 
ducted courſe of mercury will feldom fail to 
Preyent it. T he mode of adminiſtering mer- 

| cury 
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cury to pregnant women has already been 
pointed out. The courſe, however, muſt be 
continued for a conſiderable length of time; 
otherwiſe the ſucceſs will be doubtful. In this 
diſeaſe nothing i is done, while any thing is left 
undone. 


- 
. , ” 7 
'SA . * n N 
5 a ; 
. 8 
— . * , 
— + 1 AY — ? 5 
N.. * - 
— 
$ 
X 


5 * wn - = 
* * y \ * | 4 , 
4 . » : p MEL 4 K 
v * F © % + wow * : ; , CT" 
9 ** 4 * "2+ 4 E L £ 4 
- - 0 ! « : [4 4 6 
* 4 8 2 1 * 5 : 
P , Y : g ; ; £ 0 ; A s - * « 
ETHOS a =" St Cy a ; 
* * - J . 
+ - 
* 


; ; a f 
! ; > : a 8 - 5 CH 1 \ 
— . — — 


er SOME IRREGULAR SYMPTOMS. 


Thou few diſeaſes are better underſtood, 


or have had their ſymptoms more accurately 


deſcribed, than the lues venerea; yet it ſome- 
times appears in ſuch a queſtionable ſhape, 
that the moſt experienced practitioner may 
miſtake it for ſome other malady. This in- 


deed ſeldom happens, unleſs where the diſeaſe 


has lodged long in the conſtitution, or has aſ- 


ſumed a character different from its real one. 


It is of great importance to know when a 
diſeaſe proceeds from a latent venereal taint ; 


as, in ſuch caſe, no medicine except mercury 


can be depended on for a cure. One often 


Tees ſymptoms where mercury would ſeem to 


be highly improper, yet they will not yield to 
any other medicine, When the real cauſe of 


theſe | 
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theſe ſymptoms is not ſuſpected, the patient is 


ſuffered to linger out a miſerable exiſtence till 
he dies. | 1 
In dubiis. Suns hice ae doubtful caſes 

| ſuſpedt a pox---was a maxim with the great Dr. 
Boerhaave, and ought to be ſo with every 
practitioner in phyſic, eſpecially in a great 
town. When ſymptoms appear, for which 


an obvious cauſe cannot be aſſigned, the phy- 


ſician ought to make the ſtricteſt inquiry con- 
cerning the patient's character and manner of 
life ; particularly, if at any time he has had 
the venereal diſeaſe ? what were its ſymptoms, 

and how were they treated, &c.? If he has 
reaſon. to ſuſpect a lurking lues, the ſpecific 


muſt be adminiſtered in ſuch manner as is beſt 


ſuited to the patient's conſtitution. 


When doubtful ſymptoms appear, it will 
/ ſometimes be difficult to ſay whether they 


proceed from the remedy, or the diſeaſe. The 


only way in which this can be aſcertained, is 


to try if the ſymptoms will yield to mercury. 


If they grow worie under the uſe of this me- 


dicine, it ought to be diſcontinued ; but when 
a cough, hectic fever, or otter dangerous 
ſymptoms, ſeem, in any meaſure, to give way 


to 
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to mercury, it ought certainly. to be continued 
till they diſappear. , 

Affections of the ſkin, which paſs fe for ſcor- 
butic, are not unfrequently of the venereal 
kind; as the dry ſcurfy chaps on the feet and 
palms of the hands, the thickening of the {kin 
in ſeveral parts of the body, &c. All theſe re- 
quire the uſe of mercury both externally and 


internally. The beſt external application is 


| the unguentum citrinum, or yellow ointment, 
which muſt be reduced by hog's-lard, as di- 
rected in the Appendix. I know no better 


medicine for internal uſe, than. 8 made of 


calcined mercury. 
Sores, which aſſume a cancerous appearance, 


are ſometimes occaſioned by the venereal poi- 


fon lurking in the habit; and ſome are of opi- 
nion that it will produce the real cancer. Be 
this as it may, theſe ſores require the uſe of 
mercury ; nor. will ſores of a venereal kind 
yield to any other medicine. Sometimes, in- 
deed, external applications are neceſſary ; nor 
can the fores be healed without the uſe of cauſ- 
tics and eſcharotics of the moſt active kind. 
Pains, which reſemble the rheumatic, are 
often occaſioned by a venereal taint lurking in 
the 
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the habit ; and ſome think thoſe ſharp, flying 
- pains, which affect the jaws, neck, and parts" 


adjacent, ariſe from the ſame cauſe. When 
theſe pains are excruciating, it will be neceſ- 


ſary to adminiſter opiates along with mercury 


for their relief. Some, in this caſe, recom- 
mend Dover's powder, which is far from being 


an improper medicine. It acts both as an _ 


dyne and ſudorific. . 
It has been alleged, that fevers of the inter- 


mittent kind have ſometimes been induced by 


the venereal poiſon lurking in' the habit. I 
can only ſay, that theſe have not occurred in 


my practice; nor do I think it follows, that a 


fever was excited by the venereal poiſon, be- 
cauſe it is cured by mercury. If, however, 
there is ground to ſuſpect that the intermit- 
tent fever proceeds from this cauſe, the anti- 
_ dote ought certainly to be adminiſtered. 
Whether intermittents occur or not, there 
is no doubt that fever is often excited by the 
venereal poiſon. The fever which occurs in 


the early periods of the diſeaſe is ſymptomatic, 


and generally goes off with the buboes, and 
other ſymptoms, that gave riſe to it. But the 
fever which comes on in the advanced periods, 

| without 
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without any apparent cauſe, yet owes its exiſt- 
ence to the venereal infection, is of an obſti- 


nate nature, and ſometimes will not Yield to 
any medicine. | 5 


This fever is . bee with a 


quick pulſe, loſs of appetite, decay oſ ſtrength, 


waſting of the Meſh, colliquative ſweats, and 


other ſymptoms of a conſumption : nor are 


anxiety, reſtleſſneſs, and extreme irritability, | 


uncommon ſymptoms. Even here, where 
there is reaſon to ſuſpect that the fever 
ariſes from the venereal contagion, the ſpecific 
muſt be adminiſtered. It ſhould, however, be 
given with the greateſt caution, and diſconti- 
nued if the ſymptoms grow worſe, or the pa- 
tient is unable to bear it. f 
What is called the alterative beute muſt 
here be ſtrictly obſerved, beginning with the 
very ſmalleſt doſes, as half a grain, and enlarg- 


ing them by degrees. If the fever abates by 


the uſe of mercury, and the ſweats, &c. grow 
better, it ought of courſe to be continued. It 


4 may be aſſiſted either by the Liſbon diet- 


drink, or the ſarſaparilla in powder, a tea-ſpoon- 
ful of which may be taken in a little of the =” 


tient's drink five or ſix times a day. 
| | The 
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The patient's diet in this caſe muſt be light, 
but rather of a nouriſhing nature. Some 5e 
commend a milk diet; but, when the powers 
of digeſtion are weak, milk ſeldom agrees with . 
the ſtomach. To aſſes milk, however, I have 
no objection. This ſeldom diſagrees | even. 
with the weakeſt n and has the double 

advantage of ſerving both for food and medi- 
cine. It may be taken from 4 gill n 
and morning, to a yOu or a bp 
in the day. | 


2 75 7 


ed its s nature, as- to we For '< . of mer- 
cury in every ſhape. in which” it can be admi- 
niſtered, y would adviſe the patient to diſcon- | 
tinue its uſe for ſome fire, to go into the 
oountry, take gentle exerciſe 1 in the open air, 
| and change his low diet for one that! is gene- 
rous and invigorating. This may be afliſted 
by taking, three or- four . times a day, a tea- 

ſpoonful of Huxham $ tincture of the bark in 
* glaſs of generous wine. | 5 
When the patient has en recovered. 
his ſtrength and ſpirits, if there is any reaſon 
to ſuſpect. that the Poiſon ſtill lurks in the 
conſtitution, recourſe muſt be had, to mercury 
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for its expulſion. But as this is a very diffi- 


cult queſtion to reſolve, I would adviſe the 


patient, in this, and every doubtful cafe, to 
take the opinion of an able and experienced 
| practitioner. 


oF DISEASES WHICH RESEMBLE THE 
urs VENEREA. 


It is of great importance to be able to diſ- 
tinguiſh the venereal diſeaſe from others which 
bear a reſemblance to it. Where due atten- 
tion is not paid to this, great errors may be 
committed in practice. The medicines neceſ- 
fary for the cure of lues venerea will often do 
miſchief when adminiſtered in caſes which, 
though they may reſemble the venereal, yet 
do not belong to that claſs. 

Nor is the danger leſs, when, in cules 
truly venereal, the ſpecific is omitted. I have 
often occaſion to ſee patients, 'who had been 


told that their diſeaſe was not venereal, and 


had been neglected or tampered with, till their 
ſituation was truly deplorable. It is certainly 
true, that” * Who pretend to cure this diſ- 

| 1 5 25 . | * a eaſe, 
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eaſe, do not know all the forms under which 


it appears in different patients. Theſe indeed 


are various, and will ſometimes deceive even 
the moſt experienced practitioner. 

A diſeaſe can only be known from its ſymp- 
toms, and eyen theſe will ſometimes miſlead an 


inattentive obſerver. It is the aggregate of 


ſymptoms which conſtitutes the diſeaſe, and not 


any ſingle one. There is hardly one ſymp- 


tom of the venereal diſeaſe, which may not 
exiſt where the infection had never been re- 


.ceived ; but where all the leading ſymptoms 


are found, and the circumſtances of the caſe 


concur to prove it is venereal, we may almoſt 


arrive at a certainty. | 

There are certain modifications, however, 
of the venereal diſeaſe, which, though they dif- 
fer i in ſome ſymptoms, are ſo ſimilar in their 
effects on the ſyſtem, that they require nearly 
the ſame method of treatment. Theſe, in dif- 


ferent countries, are known by different names; 
as the Yaws in the Weſt Indies, Mal Anglois 


in Canada, and in North Britain, Sivvens or 
Sibbens. As this diſorder has never come 


under my inſpection, in any ſhape, I ſhall here 


| Inſert: Mr. Bell's account of it, who ſays he 


A A2 | has 
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has had many opportunities of ſeeing it; and I 
believe him to be a 'man of candour and ob- 
ſervation. 
« He ſays it never appears in the form of 
a gonorrheea, and ſeldom at firſt in any form 
on the genitals, owing to the manner in which 
it is moſt frequently communicated. The in- 
fection being for the moſt part received by 
eating or drinking out of the ſame utenſils 
with thoſe labouring under the diſeaſe, it often 
appears at firſt i in the throat, or ſome part of 
the mouth. In the mouth the ſores have the 
uſual appearances of venereal ulcers. This is 
likewiſe the caſe in the throat when the diſ- 
eaſe has been of ſome duration; but at firſt, 
and often for the ſpace of ſeveral weeks, al- 
though the patient complains of a good deal 
of uneaſineſs in ſwallowing, and a conſtant 
hoarſeneſs, there is nothing perceived upon in- 
ſpection but a degree of tenderneſs, accompa- 
nied with an eryſipelatous redneſs of the emyg- 
dalæ, uvula, and velum pendulum palati If 
not prevented, however, by the uſe of mer- 
cury, ulcers at laſt form upon theſe parts, and 
commonly ſpread more quickly than venereal 


ones uſually do in other parts of the body ; 
| inſomuch. 
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inſomuch, that the uvula and amygdalz will 
ſometimes be entirely deftroyed in the courſe 
of a few days, and a degree of hoarſeneſs and 
Joſs of voice produced, from which the patient | 
never afterwards recovers. 

lt is particularly apt to affect the inter- 
nal parts of the noſe; and when the ſores pe- 
netrate to the oſſa ſpongioſa, theſe ſoon be- 
come carious, and come away in ſmall pieces 
along with the matter, which is always ex- 
ceedingly fœtid. When not prevented by 
mercury, the ulcers ſpread to the hard bones 
of the noſe, and from theſe to the bones of the 
cheeks. In this manner the whole cheek be- 
comes ulcerated ; for when theſe bones are af- 
fected, the contiguous ſoft parts likewiſe be- 
come ſoon diſeaſed. It is not uncommon for 
theſe ulcers to attack the eyelids. : 

„When the inſection is not received by 
the mouth, the diſeaſe appears in a variety of 
forms in different parts of the ſurface of the 
body. When the virus has entered the ſyſ- 
tem, the parts upon which it firſt commonly 
breaks out are the genitals, the parts contigu- 
ous to the anus, the anterior parts of the 


—_ and legs, * under part of the abdo- 5 


men, 
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men, the breaſt, arms, fingers, and toes, ang | 
hairy ſcalp. It does not ſo readily fix upon the 


fleſhy parts of the legs 'or thighs, 'or on the 
back, In ſome, the parts become covered 
with an infinite number of ſmall puſtules ; and, 
as they are itchy, the diſeaſe is at firſt often 
miſtaken for the itch. This happens the more 
readily, from its prevailing almoſt entirely 
among the common people ; who, from want 
of cleanlineſs, frequently labour under itch ; 

and ſo much is ſibbens confined to this ſet of 
people, that, excepting children, who are more 
particularly expoſed to receive infection from 
ſervants, thoſe in the higher ranks of life are 


ſcarcely ever attacked with it; at leaſt, ſew 


inſtances of their being ſo have fallen within 
my obſervation. 

« This eruption, however, ſoon afli umes ap- 
| pearances which ſufficiently diſtinguiſh it from 


itch; the ſkin, upon which it is ſeated, be- 
comes thickened, and ſomewhat elevated, and 
acquires the characteriſtic marks of blotches, 


a peculiar copper-coloured appearance. 
The late Dr. Gilchriſt, of Dumfries, in a 


paper upon this ſubject in the Phyſical and 


Literary Eſſays of Edinburgh, remarks, that 
| « theſe 


. .. tans 
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© theſe ſcabby eruptions are often met with on 
the ſcalp, forehead, inſide of the thighs, groins, 
and parts contiguous. Inflammation and 
« excreſcences about the fundament are fre- 

« quent; and it ſometimes appears in the form 
of a herpes exedens, healing i in one part, and 
breaking out in another. 

Some have ſmall tubercles, or hard clevated 
knots upon the face, arms, and breaſt, ſome- 
what reſembling ſmall pox at the height, but 
of a red or copper colour, and accompanied 
with a painful degree of heat. If mercury is 
given early, theſe tumors gradually ſubſide, 
otherwiſe they become large, and diſcharge a 
fetid, viſcid matter, which forms into cruſts 
or flakes; and, on their falling off, the parts be- 
neath are red, tender, and, in ſome caſes, 11 in a 
ſtate of ulceration. 

Inſtead of this more numerous eruption, 
' ſome are attacked with ſmall inflammatory 
boils, which do not readily ſuppurate,' but re- 
main for a conſiderable time hard, and. of a 
copper colour, and at laſt diſcharge a thin 
bloody ichor. Theſe at firſt reſemble. the com- 
mon anthrax, or carbuncle, but ſoon after, 
burſting, they aſſume all the appearances of the 
true venereal ulcer. | 


„But 
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5 . But the moſt characteriſtic ſymptom of 


this variety of ſyphilis, is a ſoft, ſpongy ex- 


ereſcence, i in ſize and co ur reſembling a com- 
mon raſp, which is apt to appear on all ſuch 
parts as either become ulcerated, or that are at- 
tacked. with any kind of eruption; ſivven or 
Gbben being in many parts of the Highlands 


the name of a wild raſp; and this being a very 


frequent ſymptom of the diſeaſe, is the canſe 
of its being diſtinguiſhed by this appellation. 


In ſome inſtances this ſpongy ſubſtance riſes to 
a conſiderable height ; Nor can it be kept down 
by any of the common eſcharotics; for, al- 


though entirely removed, if. the virus of the 
diſeaſe be not eradicated by the uſe of à full 


courſe of mercury, it ſoon returns. to u greater 


extent than before ; 3 but as mercury is com- 
monly given as ſoon as this ſymptom becomes 
evidently marked, the excreſcence is ſeldom ſo 
much elevated as it otherwiſe would be. 

- Theſe fungous productions are occaſion- 


ally met with in every part of the body; ; but 
they are particularly apt to form.on ſuch parts 
as have become tender, whether from previous 
eruption, or from the cuticle having ſeparated 
and come off from the ſkin beneath; a circum- 
ſtance which ſometimes takes place in | this diſ- 
| caſe 
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* and when to any conſiderable extent, 
always with much inconvenience and diſtreſs. 

In the treatiſe which I have mentioned, 
Dr. Gilchriſt obſerves, that this diſeaſe does 
not attack the large and ſolid bones, and very 
rarely any of the others. 1 have, however, 
ſeen ſeveral inſtances of the contrary, in which 
both the bones of the legs and arms have been 
affected ; and it is by no means uncommon to 


find this diſeaſe fix upon the bones of the 


head. I have ſeen it indeed in every part of 
the body, and in every form under which lues 
venerea uſually appears, except in chancres on 
the genitals. I have ſeen it produce ſores 
reſembling chancres on the lips, and on the 
nipples of nurſes ; and where an infection has 


been of long duration, I have known ulcers : 


form upon the penis; but I have not known 
an inſtance of its producing chancres either in 


men or women from coition ; owing, I ima- 
gine, to all who are attacked with ulcers upon 


theſe parts, from this cauſe, avoiding venereal 


intercourſes, which they very univerſally do, 


till a cure is obtained by a courſe of mercury. 
But although ſibbens is not uſually met with 


in the form of chancres upon the en this, 
; B B „ 
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as well as other parts of the genitals, are par- 
ticularly apt to be attacked with ſuch ulcers as 
appear from the virus having entered the con- 
ſtitution. In different inſtances I have known 
the whole penis and ſcrotum deſtroyed with it; 
but this has commonly happened from the pa- 
tient having neglected too long to call for me- 
dical aſſiſtance, or from mercury being given 
in too ſmall quantities. . 
'« Theſe ulcers, like the uſual form of venereal 
ulcers, proceeding from the conſtitutional form 
of the diſeaſe, do not commonly produce bu- 
boes. This, however, is not univerſal ; for 
| buboes ſometimes take place in ſibbens, not 
only from the primary ulcers of the diſeaſe, as 
I have in more than one inſtance perceived 
in the arm-pit, from ſores produced ' upon the 
nipple in nurſing an infected child, but alſo 
from thoſe which appear upon the penis and 
other parts of the genitals, from the virus hav- 


ing entered the ſyſtem; and the appearance 


of buboes produced by ſibbens, whether in 
their ſwelled or ulcerated ſtates, is in every 


reſpect the ſame with that of the ordinary 


form of n bubo. 


« Syphilis, 
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N Syphilis, in whatever way the infection 
is communicated, is readily tranſmitted, as 1 
have already had occaſion to ſee, from parents 
to the foetus in utero, and this is particularly 
apt to happen in ſibbens. Sibbens, therefore, 
proves a frequent cauſe of abortions, although, 
in ſome inſtances, children are born with it at 
the full time, and in a few it breaks out in the 

courſe of the firſt month aſter deliver. 
In the treatment of ſibbens; as eee 
variety of lues venerea, mercury is the only 
remedy upon which we can place dependence. 
Sarſaparilla, guaiacum, and mezereon have 
occaſionally proved uſeſul; but we truſt to 
mercury alone for a radical cure. The ob- 
ſervations we have already had occaſion to 
offer on the employment of mercury, apply 
with equal propriety to the treatment of every 
ſymptom of ſibbens. It is therefore unneceſ- 
fary to conſider the ſubject farther at preſent: 
but, while we refer for this purpoſe. to differ- 
ent parts of the preceding pages, I think it 
right to obſerve, that a greater quantity of 
mercury is, in moſt inſtances, required for the 
cure of ſibbens, than we uſually find to be ne- 
W in the ordinary form of the diſeaſe. 
- "BAS 8 Relief 
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Relief is obtained with, perhaps, equal eaſe, and 
a ſtop may be put to the farther progreſs of 
the diſeaſe, by the ſame quantity that we em- 
ploy for the common ſymptoms of pox ; but 
it is more apt to return if the medicine be not 
given in larger quantities, and continued for a 
conſiderable time after. every appearance of 
infection is removed. When the diſeaſe has 
been of long duration, mercury ought to be 
continued for ſeven or eight weeks after every 
ſymptom has diſappeared. © 
A practitioner of eee and "FANG 
| tion, and who had many opportunities of ſee- 
ing every ſymptom of ſibbens, informed me, 
that mercurius ſublimatus corroſivus frequently 
proves ſucceſsful in the cure of the more inve- 
terate ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, when the milder 
preparations of mercury fail. He gave it in 
the form of drops: ſixteen grains were diſ- 
ſolved in an ounce of water, with the addition 
of eight grains of crude ſal ammoniac ; and of 
this ten e were e three. or four times 
a day: 
=o When ulcers in the throat and other parts 
do not yield to the uſe of 'mercury, we have 
recourſe to cauſtics and eſcharotics, and they ; 
prove 


and brought into a healing condition, by fu- 
migating with . cinnabar, when they had pre- 
_ viouſly reſiſted every other remedy. 


tion there is much reaſon to ſuppoſe that it 
might ſoon be eradicated. In ſome parts of 
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prove equally uſeful here, as in every variety 
of ſore proceeding from lues venerea. In va- 
rious inſtances they have been rendered clean, 


« The public, however, are equally intereſt- 
ed in the prevention of this diſeaſe as in the 
cure of it, particularly in thoſe diſtricts where 
it has long prevailed ; and with proper atten- 


Scotland this has already indeed been accom- 
pliſhed ; and the means by which it has been 
done are ſimple, and eaſily practiſed. They 
conſiſt entirely in a due attention to cleanli- 

neſs, and in preventing nurſes and other ſer- 
vants from being employed, where there is the 
teaſt reaſon to imagine that they are infected. 
In the choice of a nurſe, this is a point of the 
utmoſt importance for in ſibbens, as in every 


form of ſyphilis, I have had many proofs of 


the diſeaſe being communicated by the milk 
alone; and as this is almoſt the only way by 
which it has found acceſs to families of rank, 


they are particularly intereſted i in preventing it. 


* The | 
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*M The chief difficulty which occurs to the 
prevention of this diſeaſe, proceeds from thoſe 
who ought moſt anxiouſly to wiſh for it. The 


infected are ſo much afraid of a diſcovery being 


to injure their reputation, that they do all in 


their power to conceal it; by which they are 


often prevented from taking mercury in that 
complete manner by which alone a cure can 
be accompliſhed. 1 know, however, that this 
anxiety for concealment may be removed; and, 
with proper attention, that thoſe poor people, 
who otherwiſe would fall victims to the bane- 
ful effects of the diſeaſe, may be eaſily induced 
to apply for medical aſſiſtance. The clergy 


have this ſo much in their power, that through 
their interference the ſibbens might ſoon be 
eradicated. In one pariſh. this was actually 


done. The diſeaſe had ſpread to ſuch an 
alarming height, that above three-fourths of 
the inhabitants were infected, and many of the 
more delicate, particularly young children and 
females, died under it. This had gone on for 
many years, when, by the exertions of the 
clergyman of the pariſh, it was entirely re- 
moved in the courſe ofa ſhort time. He 
went * to every individual of his pa- 

riſh, 
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riſh; and convinced them of the propriety of 
applying for medical affiſtance immediately on 
the diſeaſe breaking out, which they agreed 
to the more readily, from their being ſenſible 
that all of them had got the diſeaſe in the 
moſt innocent manner. In this way it was 
ſoon carried off; and by due attention to clean- 
lineſs, and avoiding all kind of intercourſe with 
thoſe whom they ſuſpected to labour under it, 
the diſeaſe has now for a conſiderable time 
been entirely ſubdued. This has in ſome 
degree, indeed, been the caſe in, every diſtrict 
of Scotland where ſibbens ever prevailed. In 
ſome ſituations it has been nearly eradicated, 
and in none is it now ſo frequent as it was ſome _ 
years ago. There is much cauſe therefore 
to hope, that, by . the ſuperior attention to 
cleanlineſs, which of late years has prevailed. 
among our common people, it will ſoon be- 
come every-where unknown. 4 
If the diſeaſe, as it prevails in Canada, 
is the ſame with the ſibbens in Scotland; and 
from all that I have heard of it, there is no 
cauſe to doubt of its being ſo ; the ſame me- 
thod of cure will prove effectual, and the ſame 
means of prevention muſt be obſerved. ö 
I have 
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I have inſerted this article at full length, 
- becauſe it throws conſiderable light on the na- 
ture of the venereal poiſon, and the means 
of preventing its progreſs. Another reaſon 
is, that the ſibbens prevails chiefly among a 
_ claſs of people, who, from their circumſtances 


and ſituation, are either deprived of all regu- 


lar medical advice, or are obliged to put up 
with that of the very worſt kind. - 
Mr. Bell ſeems to think, that this ſpecies of 


the venereal diſeaſe might be eradicated by 
due attention to cleanlineſs. I am entirely of 
his opinion; but do not ſee why the advan- 


tages of ſuperior cleanlineſs ſhould be confined 
to one ſpecies of the venereal diſeaſe. I have 


already recommended it as the beſt preventive 


in every ſhape under which that diſorder ap- 
peaR, and think a due regard to it would go 
a great length towards extirpating the conta- 
gion altogether. 
| The ſame author obſerves, that the clergy 
might be of great uſe in eradicating this ma- 
lady, in which I cordially agree with him; 
but do not ſee why their uſefulneſs ſhould be 
| confined to the extirpation of one diſorder. 
It conſiſts with my 1 that the itch, 
| and 


THE LUES VENEREA., © © 20 


and other diſeaſes ariſmg from neglect of 


cleanlineſs, may be extirpated in any pariſh by 


the exertions of the clergyman. Cf this 1 
have ſeen inſtances, and . * it to 
be practicable. 


But there is another diſeaſe which proves 


more fatal to mankind than the lues venerea, 


that it is in the power of the clergy almoſt 


wholly to diſarm of its fting---I mean the 
ſmall-pox. The clergy alone have it in their 
power to render inoculation univerſal, which 
would ſave. the lives of millions of inno- 
cent babes, who annually periſh in Europe 
by the ravages of that baneful malady. 
Some of the clergy, to their immortal ho- 
nour, have effected this in their own pariſhes ; 


and it is to be hoped that many others will 


follow ſo noble an example. Though I 


think a clergyman cannot be better employed 


than in preſerving the health and lives of 
thoſe under his care; yet I do not mean to 
overload him ſo much as to recommend the 
drudgery of attending the fick : this might be 
both diſagreeable and dangerous; but the 
paſtor of a N has, generally ſpeaking, great 


CC influence 
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influence over his flock, and may almoſt 
induce them to do what he pleaſes; merely 


by giving them good and wholeſome advice. 

It is obſerved, that the ſibbens prevails 
chiefly among the lower claſs of people ; but 
theſe people can feldom afford to have any 
good advice; for this reaſon the clergyman, 
who is always a. man of reading and know- 


ledge, ought to give them ſuch inſtructions as 


will enable them to be their own phyſicians, 
The moſt ignorant peaſant of that country 


where the ſibbens prevails, knows how to cure 
the itch ; but I will venture to ſay, that the 


one is as eaſily cured as the other. People 
are alarmed at the name of mercury, and 
think it requires to be adminiſtered with the 
greateſt {kill and attention. No doubt, miſ- 
chief is done by adminiſtering mercury at ran- 


dom; but with common care and prudence, 


this will not be the caſe. 


People of more zeal than knowledge are 
apt to thing that thoſe who ſuffer by the ve- 


nereal diſeaſe deſerve no commiſeration, and 
ought not to be pitied nor relieved. Though 
this i iS an bernd ea, yet it may have ſome 


foundation 
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foundation where guilt is connected with pu- 
niſbment. But this can never apply to pa- 
tients afflicted with ſibbens. Their com- 
plaints do not proceed from any illicit com- 
merce, but are generally the effect of that 
intercourſe in families, which muſt ſubſiſt 
among children, ſervants, and nurſes, and 1 
which renders the choice of both the latter an — 
object of conſiderable importance. | 

Some doubt if the ſibbens is the ſame AC Eo 
al as the lues venerea, as they do not, in all | bY 
their ſymptoms, exactly agree; be this as it i 
may, their effects on the ſyſtem are ſo ſimi- j 
lar, that we may venture to recommend the | | 
ſame mode of treatment, and have reaſon 4 
to believe it will ſeldom fail to accompliſh 

a cure. 

The different forms that this diſeaſe al. 
ſumes, give reaſon to ſuſpect that the poiſon 
has exiſted much longer among mankind than 
is generally imagined. At its firſt appear- 
ance in Europe, it bore a greater reſemblance 
to the ſibbens than to the lues as it now 
ſhews itſelf. If we can believe the firſt writers 
on the ſubje&, this was the caſe. If it has 
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changed once, it may change again; and, as 
the inhabitants of Europe live in a much more 
elegant manner, and are more attentive to 


cleanlineſs, than at the time this diſorder firſt 


appeared, we have reaſon to hope that it will 
become milder. The change of living has al- 
moſt baniſned the leproſy ; and why may it 
not have the ſame effect on the lues? Theſe 
two diſeaſes do not differ ſo eſſentially from 
one another as ſome may imagine. The uſe 
of mercury in curing the leproſy led to its 
application in the lues venered. i 
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CHAP. VII. 


SOME SINGULAR EFFECTS OF MERCURY 
ON THE MOUTH, BOWELS, &c. 


THE effects of mercury vary ſo much in dif- 
ferent patients, ariſing either from a peculi- 
arity of conſtitution, or ſome morbid affection 
of the ſyſtem, that, previous to the adminiſtra- 
tion of this medicine, particular inquiry ought 
always to be made concerning the patient's 
habit of body, manner of life, &c. ; otherwiſe 
ſome very unpleaſant circumſtances may oc- 
cur in the progreſs of the cure. 

A quantity of mercury that will not have 
the leaſt effect on one patient, will throw ano- 
ther into a violent ſalivation, and even endan- 
ger his life. There is no rule by which we 
can judge, before-hand, of the effects that 
mercury will produce on any individual. The 
ſafeſt method. therefore, as has already been 

obſerved, 
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obſerved, is to begin with ſmall doſes, and to 
increafe them gradually as circumſtances may 
ſuggeſt. A phyſician, in many caſes, muſt 
feel his way; and this is not more neceſſary on 
any occaſion than in the exhibition of mercury. 
It has been obſerved, that thoſe who have 
their mouths ſooneſt affected with the mer- 
eury are eaſieſt cured. This is certainly true 
but it is alſo true that ſome will receive a 
complete cure, where little or no ſalivation is 


excited. To effect this purpoſe, however, the 
ſyſtem muſt be fully impregnated with the 


mercury; and its uſe ſhould be continued for 
ſome weeks after all the ſymptoms Aiſappear. 
This ought to be an invariable rule * 


Thou gh 


* An attention to this rule cannot he” too often. I 


am at this moment called upon by a young gentleman, who, in a few 
days, intended to sail for the West Indies. About four months 
ago he applied to a surgeon, of some celebrity in this line of prac- 
tice for the cure of a common chancre, who advised him to wash it 
frequently with Goulard's extract, and rub in the mercurial oint- 


ment. In three weeks the symptoms disappeared, and he was 


considered as cured. He had occasion to go a pretty long journey 


into the country; but before he reached the end of it, he was 


setzedwith a Sore throat, and blotches appeared in several parts of 
his body. A practitioner of physic, in the town to which he went, 


advised him to go through a course of mercury. To this he 


agreed, and, during its use, the symptoms again disappeared. 


But, | 


- 
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Though the lues venerea proves moſt obſti- 


nate in perſons of a ſcrofulous habit; yet the 
adminiſtration of mercury is more difficult 
where the patient is affected with a deep ſcur- 
vy. TI have met with ſeveral caſes where it 
was almoſt impoſſible to cure the diſeaſe with- 
out endangering the patient's life by an exceſ- 


ſive ſalivation. IT would therefore adviſe thoſe 
who have been long at ſea, and on their return 


have had the misfortune to contract this ma- 
lady, to be extremely cautious how they uſe 
mercury ; otherwiſe they may have n. to 
repent of their raſhneſs. 

I ſaw a remarkable inſtance of this ſome 
years ago, in a young man who belonged to the 
navy, but was at that time on his way to his 


friends in the country, having been diſmiſſed 
from an hoſpital as incurable. When I faw 


him he was almoſt jn the agonies of death. 


But, on his return to London, the blotches appeared again, and 


he complained « of his throat being sore. Though, firt and B b 


has taken medicine for about seven weeks, yet it is evident he is 
not cured, and I have advised him to go through a fsh course of 
mercury, accompanied with the decoction of sarsaparilla. This 
gentleman is convinced, if he had gone to sea after hewas dismissed 
by his first attendant as cured, that he would have lot his life; and 
I am convinced if he had married, which was likely to lave happened, 
that he would have injured his wife, and had a rott progeny, if 
n are the blessings of hasty cures ! 6 


His 
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His countenance was pale as aſhes, his pulſe 
feeble, and his voice faultering. But the moſt 


remarkable ſymptom was a continual dripping 
of blood from everyoutlet of the body. Though 


I fay blood, it hardly deſerved that name, for 


it was ſo thin as juſt to be perceivable upon a 
| white cloth. I did not learn how long this 


diſcharge had continued ; but it had reduced 
him from a remarkably fine young man, by all 
accounts, to a mere ſkeleton, I tried to throw 
in aſtringents and cordials, but in vain. The 
powers of life were too far exhauſted for medi- 
cine to take any effect. 
All I could learn of this young man was, 
that he had been long at ſea ; that on his re- 


turn to England he had the misfortune to be 


injured, and had been ſent to an hoſpital. I nei- 
ther know how he was treated, nor how long 
he had been ill; but from ſeveral caſes which 
have ſince fallen under my obſervation, I am 
convincel that he owed his premature death 
to the improper uſe of mercury. Of this the 
following caſe will leave little room to doubt : 
A yourg ſailor, who had made four voyages, 

in ſucceſſpn, to the Eaſt Indies, and who was 
too comphte a tar to pay any attention to his 
health, wis, ſoon after his arrival from the 


fourth yozage, ſo unlucky as to get injured. 
| 0 
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He cgncealed his ſituation from his uncle, who 
was his guardian, till he was completely pox- 
ed. I was then conſulted, and found it neceſ- 
fary to put him immediately under a courſe of 
mercury ; but, not being aware of the ſtate of 
his body, I had well nigh loſt my patient. 
Before he had taken half the quantity of mer- 
cury ' neceſſary to cure his diſorder, he was 
ſeized with ſuch a violent diſcharge: of faliva, 
mixed with blood, as required all my {kill and 
exertions to check. It ran in a continued 
ſtream from his mouth, ſo as to fill ſeveral 
waſh-hand baſins in the courſe of a day. _ 
By the application of opiates and aſtringent 
medicines this diſcharge was got the better of, 
but not before the. patient's life was in immi- 
nent danger ; and I am convinced, if it had 
happened at ſea, or in any ſituation where he 
could not have had proper nurſing, and every 
kind of medical aſſiſtance, he muſt have loſt 
his life. He was indeed an irregular patient, 
and could not be induced to keep himſelf warm, 
even when the ſalivation was at the higheſt; 
but I imputed the exceſſive diſcharge chiefly to 
the effect of mercury on a habit N vin 
ed with the ſea ſcurvy. 3 
SS | Rs... © 
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When, from the patient's manner of ljfe, or 


other circumſtances, there is reaſon to ſuſpect 


a lurking ſcurvy, every method ſhould be taken 
to remove it previouſly to his entering on a 
courſe of mercury. This may be effected by 
a vegetable diet, and the uſe of antiſcorbutic 
medicines duly perſiſted in. It will, however, 


be neceſſary in ſuch caſes to adminiſter thoſe 


preparations of mercury which are leaſt apt to 
affect the mouth, and to 25 them in very 
ſmall doſes. 2 | 

Some with this view recommend the 
Plummer's Pill, which, being a combination 


of mercury and ſulphur, is rendered very mild 


in its operation. But I prefer the corroſive 
ſublimate in ſmall quantities, which, while it is 
leſs apt to run off by the ſalivary glands than 


the others, is one of the moſt active prepara- 


tions of mercury, and ſeldom fails to remove 
the lues when properly adminiſtered. 


When mercury runs too much to the 


mouth, it is common to have recourſe to pur- 
gatives ; but theſe will ſeldom be found to 
anſwer the expectations of the practitioner. 
They weaken the patient, already too much 
exhauſted, and ſeldam put a ſtop to the diſ- 
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charge. I would therefore, in preference to 


theſe, recommend opiates and aſtringent me- 


dicines, to be applied to the parts affected in 
form of waſhes, gargles, &c. Some for this 
purpoſe recommend nitre, to be given in as 
large doſes as the ſtomach will bear. 

Though opium may be employed as a 


'gargle, it will be of more ſervice taken inward- 


ly. A ſufficient doſe of this ſoothing cordial 
ſeldom fails to take off the irritation and pain, 
ſo diſtreſſing in a profuſe ſalivation, and to pro- 


cure reſt, ſo much wiſhed for by the patient. 
A pill, containing from half a grain to. a grain . 


of opium, may be given evening and morn- 
ing, or oftener, if the pain and reſtleſſneſs make 
it neceſſary. i 

Waſhes may be made of an inden of red 
roſe leaves, tormentil root, willow bark, Peru- 


vian bark, oak bark, galls, or any other aſtrin- 


gent vegetable. But what I generally em- 
ploy is powdered borax rubbed up with honey, 
and held in the mouth; or it may be: made 
into a waſh by. diſſolving it in boiling water, 
and afterwards adding the honey. An ounce 
of borax and two ounces of Mo to a SOR 
of water 18 the uſual proportion. og e 
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It has been common to adminiſter ſulphur 9 


to check a ſalivation; but this idea has origi- 
nated in theory more than from practice. 
Though ſulphur, combined with mercury, leſ- 
ſens its activity, it does not follow that it will 
have the ſame effect when taken into the 
ſyſtem. I am inclined to think, if it has 
any effect at all, it is owing to its purgative 
| quality, and not to its action upon the mer- 
wy 5 


cury, have been recommended to prevent its 


affecting the. mouth; but as theſe only tend 
to leſſen its activity, the ſame purpoſe may be 


anſwered by diminiſhing the doſe. Where 


due attention is paid to this, and the patient is 


kept ſufficiently warm, there will ſeldom be 


reaſon to fear his being thrown into an exceſ- 


five ſalivation, unleſs his conſtitution is peculi- 


arly | Irritable, has beer broken down by re- 
peated ſalivations, 0 or is ede afſeRted with 


the ſcurvy. 

When the ſaliva is mixed with blood, as 
in the caſe related above, and the diſcharge is 
very copious, the patient's ſtrength muſt be 


ſupported with red wine and light nouriſhing | 
| diet; 6 


A Very of medicines, combined with mer- | 
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diet; and he may take frequently from ten to 


twenty drops of the oil of turpentine in a glaſs _ 
of cold water. In diſcharges of blood from 
any part of the body I have found this to be 


an excellent medicine. 
Meroury ſometimes occaſions a e of 
bleod from the bowels, as well as from the 


mouth. This ſymptom is not without dan- 


ger, and ought, as ſoon as poſſible, to be re- 
moved. The patient's diet ought chiefly to 
conſiſt of mild farinaceous ſubſtances, as flour 
boiled .in milk, rice boiled or baked, animal 
jellies, and ſuch-like. Opium may be given 
as recommended above, with the addition of 


from five to ten grains of gum kino to every 


grain of the opium. If the kino is not at 


hand, a tea-ſpoonful of the tincture of Catechu 


may be taken, in any liquid, three or four 
times a day, and a clyſter of thin ſtarch, with 
a tea-ſpoonful of laudanum in it, may be 

thrown up every night at bed-time, or oftener 
ir it is found neceſſary. | 


Few things tend more to injure the confi. - 
tution under a courſe of mercury than profuſe. 


ſweating. On the old Plan of adm iniſtering 
mercury 
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mercury it was impoſſible to avoid this. The 


patient was ſhut up in a ſmall apartment ; his 


bed was placed by the fide of a large fire, and 


often between two fires; while every method 
was taken to prevent even the ſmalleſt particle 


ol freſh air from having acceſs to him. Pro- 
fuſe ſweats will never affect the patient, if he 
is kept in a proper temperature. His apart- 


ment ought to be large, and he may go from 


dne room to another, unleſs the weather be 
anon? ſevere, or his conſtitution very 
delicate. The moſt likely way to avoid tak- 


ing cold is to keep the body in an even tem- 
perature, and never ſuffer it to be too much 


heated: in ſhort, the ſafeſt way is, to avoid 


all extremes. 
Should the patient, however, be: miret wh 


profuſe ſweats, he muſt not only be kept cool, 
but put on a nouriſhing. diet, with a moderate 


allowance of wine, and take two tea-ſpoonfuls 
of Huxham's tincture of the bark in a glaſs 


of red port, three times a day. T his medi- 
cine will be improved, by adding to every 
- ounce of the tincture, a dram of the acid elixir 
of vitriol, - 


5 Mercury 
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Mercury ſometimes, though rarely, runs 
to the kidneys. When this happens, the pa- 
tient muſt be kept warm, to promote the 
perſpiration ; and he may take ſuch aſtringent 
medicines as have been already recommended 
in exceſſive diſcharges from the bowels or 
mouth, 


* 
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CHAP. Ix. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


PATIENTS, who have been afflicted with 
the venereal diſeaſe, although they have re- 
* ceived a complete cure, are apt to be alarmed 


at every trifling ſymptom which they think 


bears any reſemblance to that malady. Un- 
der this impreſſion I have known ſome go 
through a complete courſe of mercury for a 


pimple on the noſe ; and others ruin their con- 
ſtitutions by ſwallowing drugs, ſold by adver- 
tiſing quacks as infallible remedies for a diſ- 
eaſe under which they did not labour. 
It is the misfortune of hypochondriacs to 
be continually haunted by one diſeaſe or ano- 


ther. If a perſon of this deſcription has the 


misfortune to get poxed, he ſeldom loſes ſight 


of it, or leaves off taking medicine till his con- 
ſtitution is deſtroyed. A young man belong- 
5 —. 
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ing to this claſs, after a ſlight infection, kept 
teaſing me for above a twelvemonth, from a 
perſuaſion that his noſe was daily growing 
thicker. At laſt I refuſed to ſee him, when 
he went to a quack, who indulged him in his 
whim, till he drained him of his laſt guinea, 
and then diſmiſſed him for a fool. 
Women are ſtill more apt to be alarmed in 
this ſituation than men. Many of them be- 
Heve that a perſon, once thoroughly infected, 
can never be radically cured, Under this 


perſuaſion they impute every ach, pain, or 
pimple, to the venereal poiſon lurking in the 
ſyſtem, and lead both themſelves and huſbands 


moſt miſerable lives. Humanity ſhould in- 
duce medical men to do every thing in their 
power to eradicate theſe hurtful notions. But 
this is, to my knowledge, not an eaſy taſk. 
The lady, whoſe caſe was mentioned in a for- 
mer chapter, made herſelf and huſband both 


ſo unhappy; notwithſtanding all I could fay to 


her, that I adviſed her at laſt to go to the late 
Mr. John Hunter, and take his opinion of her 
caſe. He told her ſhe was perfectly well. 


But even this did not fully ſatisfy her, till ſhe 
EE * | brought 
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brought forth at a birth two of the moſt 


healthy babes I ever ſaw. 

Women, however, are more apt to have 
relics of this diſeaſe lurk about them than men. 
Their conſtitutions are not ſo able to undergo 
a thorough courſe of mercury ; neither have 
they ſo much reſolution as men to perſiſt in 


its uſe for a ſufficient length of time. It is 


here the female patient generally miſſes her 
cure. A few days ago a man brought his 


wife to me to ſee if I thought her perfectly 


cured. On afking ſome queſtions, I told him 
I had every reaſon to believe ſhe was well; 


but, according to my; cuſtom, faid ſhe had 


better continue to take medicine for a few 
weeks longer, that no ground of ſuſpicion 
might remain. At this ſhe began to cry; 
ſaid ſhe had been taking mercury for above 
three years, and deſired to know when 2 
ſhould have done taking it. On inquiry, I 


found what ſhe ſaid was true, but that ſhe had 


never . perſiſted in its uſe above three or four 
weeks at one time; but as ſoon. as her mouth 
grew a little ſore, ſhe left it off, and when the 
1ymptoms reappeared, returned to its uſe again. 

I told 
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I told her ſhe might keep taking mercury 
for twenty years in that way, and not be 
cured : That the only certain way to get 
well, was by perſiſting, in the uſe of the ſpe- 
cific, not only till all the ſymptoms diſappeared, 
but for ſeveral weeks after. It is here the 


quack fails ; and the haſty cure turns out to 


be no cure at all. Nor are the Faculty them- 
ſelves always ſufficiently aware of this trap. 
The idea of a quick cure is very ſoothing ; 
and when the patient ſays, Why ſhould I take 
medicine after I am well? the phyſician often 


ſuffers him to go from under his care too ſoon. 


If the ſmalleſt ſpark is left, it will kindle up 
into a flame. Here it may be truly ſaid, 
=» apts LEAVEN LEAVENETH THE WHOLE 
LUMP.” 

When the patient's conduct, or any doubt- 
ful ſymptoms, give the leaſt ground to ſuſ- 
pet that the poiſon ſtill lurks in the ſyſtem, 
the beſt plan, both for the ſatisfaction of the 
phyſician, and the fafety of the patient, is to 
put him through a complete courſe of mer- 
cury, taking care at the ſame time that his 
conſtitution receives no 'injury. What will 
_ tend to prevent the conſtitution from 
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being hurt by the mercury, and likewiſe pro- 
mote its beneficial effects on the ſyſtem, will 
be a liberal uſe of the .decoction of ſarſaparilla, 
or of the Liſbon diet-drink. ”_ 
The venereal diſeaſe has, by ſome, been 
ſuppoſed to induce a variety of other com- 
plaints; while others deny that this ever hap- 
| pens. The truth is, that this, like other 
maladies which weaken the conſtitution, cer- 
tainly prediſpoſes it to diſeaſe. But it does 
not follow, that the lues venerea will pro- 
duce the ſmall pox, or any other diſeaſe that 
originates from a ſpecific infection. The ſmall - 
pox or meaſles do not engender the rickets or 
ſcrofula ; yet every practitioner knows that 
the latter often ſucceed to the former, eſpe- 
cially if they are of the malignant, or what 
are called the bad kind. | 
When the venereal diſeaſe ſeems to induce 
other maladies, there is generally reaſon to 
ſuſpe& that there has exiſted in the conſtitu- 
tion a prediſpoſition to ſuch diforder, and that 
the venereal taint, by weakening the conſti- 
tution, might act as a prediſpoſing cauſe in 
exciting the other malady. Every one knows 
that people afflicted with the ſcrofula are more 
5 wm liable 
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liable to diſeaſes of the lungs than thoſe wo 


have no tendency that way; and that if ſymp- 
toms of a conſumption appear in ſuch perſons, 
they ſeldom recover. 


Mr. Bell, of Edinburgh, mentions a num- 


ber of caſes, and ſays he is in poſſeſſion of 


many more, where the ſymptoms were occa- 


ſioned by the venereal poiſon lurking in the 
ſyſtem, though the diſeaſe aſſumed an ap- 
pearance very different from that of the ſyphi- 
lis. In all the caſes, however, which he men- 
tions, ſymptoms of a ſuſpicious nature, ſooner 
or later, ſeem to have made their appearance, 


as blotches on the ſkin, obſtinate ſores, or ill- 


conditioned ulcers, ſwelling of the joints, tu- 
mors with a fluctuation of matter in them, 
&c. When ſuch ſymptoms as theſe appear, 
and no adequate cauſe can be aſſigned for 
them, there is certainly ground to 1 a 
lurking lues venerea. 4 

In caſes where no ſuſpicious ſymptoms ap- 
pear, but which do not yield to the uſual 
methods of treatment, the ſtricteſt inquiry 
ought to be made concerning the patient's for- 
mer manner of life; and if it is found that 


he has ever been unfortunate in the venereal 


line, 
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| Ine, and has received what is called an ex- 
peditious cure, there will be reaſon to ſuſpect 
a a lurking lues as the cauſe of his diſorder, and 
the cure muſt be conducted accordingly. 

It ſeems to be a queſtion, whether or no a 
Tpecific poiſon introduced into the ſyſtem can 
produce any other diſeaſe, except that from 
which the poiſon is taken. It is not my in- 
tention to go into difficult diſquiſitions on ob- 
ſcure ſubjects; but I am inclined to think that 
a ſpecific poiſon may induce morbid affections 


very different, in their appearance, from the 


diſeaſe which gave riſe to them. I have more 


than once ſeen affections of the ſkin follow 


the inoculation of the ſmall pox, which no one, 


unacquainted with the circumſtances, would 


have ſuppoſed to have any connexion with that 
diſeaſe. | 


and goes regularly off before the ſmall pox 


make their appearance. Nay, I have known 


the meaſles make their appearance about the 
time when the ſmall pox were expected, go 
through their courſe, and the ſmall pox ſeem 


to - 


"ith 
\ 


Any one converſant in the buſineſs of in- 
oculation, muſt know that an eryſipelatous 
inflammation often ſucceeds to that operation, 
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to wait till they had done ſo, and then appear. 
I do not ſay the matter of the ſmall pox ac- 
tually produced the meaſles, but it would ſeem 
to have prediſ poſed the body to that diſeaſe. 

It is well known that nurſes who attend pa- 
tients in the ſmall pox are often much diſor- 
dered by it, eſpecially if they ſleep in the 
ſame bed with them. I have once or twice 
ſeen a putrid fever; which ſeemed to me to have 
been occaſioned by the nurſes lying night and 
day, for three. weeks, in bed with children, 
who died of a very bad kind of ſmall pox. 
This conduct alſo hurts the patient. 

A medical man of my acquaintance, in 
taking matter to inoculate a number of chil- 
dren, happened to cut his finger with a lan- 
cet covered with the matter of the ſmall pox. 
He wrapped it up, and thought no more of it, 


till about eight or nine days after, when he be- 
gan to feel an unuſual ſenſation, or rather an 
irritation, about his heart, which he could not 


account for. Some degree of ſickneſs and 
nauſea enſued, and he was ſeized with a faint- 
ing fit. On recovering from this he had ſome 
warm drink, and was put to bed. Next 


morning a raſh appeared all over him, that 
| : | had 
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had ſome reſemblance to the meaſles ; but hi 
thinks it kept out rather longer than the 
_ meaſles uſually do. . 

Though one would not venture to aſſert 
that this raſh was occaſioned by the pocky 
matter abſorbed from the wound, yet ſo many 
circumſtances concurred to make the gentle- 


man think ſo, that, to this day, he cannot be 


| perſuaded to the contrary. This gentleman 
had the ſmall pox in the natural way, when 
young, but has no recollection of having had 
the meaſles. 

Whether or not a ſpecific poiſon, taken into 
the ſyſtem, at a time when -it is not diſpoſed 
to take on the diſeaſe, will produce another, 
or induce any morbid affection whatever, are 
queſtions that we ſhall leave to the diſcuſſion 
of future phyſiologiſts. 

Mr. Bell is of opinion, that where the poi- 
ſon of the ſyphilis exiſts in the ſyſtem, but not 
in ſufficient force to ſhew itſelf by the uſual 
and more obvious ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, it 
may, notwithſtanding, in various inſtances, be, 
capable of exciting a great deal of derange- 
ment, and even many diſeaſes which otherwiſe 


might not take place, and that it will more 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially be apt to produce thoſe diſeaſes to 
which the conſtitution is prediſ poſed, or thoſe 

to which the patient is rendered liable by ex- 
poſure to particular occaſional cauſes. T he . 
diſeaſes induced by the venereal poiſon, of 
which he gives inſtances, are pthiſis, aſthma, ER: 
rheumatiſm, droply, head-ache, epilepſy, and 
madneſs. FEB. V. 

Diſeaſes ſucceeding to the * venerea are N 1 
not always occaſioned by the poiſon lurking . 
in the ſyſtem ; they are ſometimes the effect ' 
of the means uſed to expel that poiſon. Me-. 
dicines, poſſeſſed of ſuch active powers as moſt 
preparations of mercury are, cannot be thrown 8 
into the ſtomach in large doſes, for any co. 
ſiderable length of time, without materially 
affecting that organ ſo e to the exiſt- 
ence of every animal. 

Mercury will occaſionally Inver the Saanen 
and bowels, even when it is adminiſtered with 
the greateſt care and attention; and it muſt be 
ſtill more pernicious where theſe are neglected. 

We may venture to aſſert, that not one in a 
hundred of thoſe who take mercury have 
it in their power to. 3 a pgs re- 
gimen. : 


F F | All 
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All active ſtimulants frequently applied to 
the organs of digeſtion deſtroy their power ; 


hence the wine-bibber, and ſtill more the 


dram-drinker, generally loſes his appetite, and 


falls the early victim of indigeſtion. Few 
ſtimulants are more active than many of the 
preparations of mercury; indeed, ſome of them 
- are ſo acrid as to be juſtly ranked among poi- 


ſons. Such edge-tools as theſe can ſeldom be 


long uſed with impunity. I have known few 
people who had taken great quantities of mer- 


cury, free from complaints of the ſtomach or 


bowels. 
The lungs, as well as the ck, are 


aten hurt by means of mercury, The num- 


ber of young men who die every year in Lon- , 


don of conſumptions, | brought on by the im- 
proper uſe of mercury, is a ſufficient proof of 


the baneful effects of that mineral on the 


| lungs. But it is not the direct effect of mer- 
cury on the lungs that does the miſchief ; it is 
owing to the uncertainty of our climate, and 
to the neceſſity many patients are under of 
expoſing themſelves to all weathers, even 
when the body is fully charged with mer- 
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The effects of mercury on the nervous 
ſyſtem are more direct; I have often ſeen 
paralytic affections brought on by the impru- 
dent uſe of mercury, by which, even young | 


men, have been rendered lame and miſerable - ; i 
for life. But the flow and leſs perceptible if 
effects of mercury are more frequent, and _ 
likewiſe more hurtful ; by them the beſt con- 3 f 
ſtitution may be undermined, and the moſt 1 . | 
robuſt man reduced to an abſolute invalid, ſhi= _ > 
vering at a breeze, and dragging: out a : 


wretched exiſtence under a. load of nervous | 
| maladies, for which medicine knows no cure. = 
To obviate the ill effects of mercury on | 
the ſtomach and bowels, it will be proper 1 
always to uſe the milder preparations, where 195 
they will ſucceed, in preference to the more 
acrid and ſlimulating. Where the more 
active preparations are found neceſſary, they J 
ought to be adminiſtered in ſmall doſes; and 
when they excite fever, or occaſion great pain 
in the firſt paſſages, they ſhould be diſcon- 
tinued for ſome time, and their uſe reſumed 
after theſe affections are removed. 
Few things are better calculated to prevent 
mercury from hurting the ſtomach and 4 
IS bowels, ; : 15 
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| dowels, than the proper uſe of Peruvian bark : 


it may either be taken in ſubſtance, tincture, 
or infuſion, and ought to be alternated with 
the mercury in ſuch a manner, as to prevent 
that mineral from tearing thoſe tender and 


delicate organs to pieces. The way in which 


I commonly give it, is in the doſe of two 


tea-ſpoonfuls of the compound tincture in a 
glaſs of the Tunbridge or Pyrmont water, 
three or four times a day; or it may be 
taken in common water, or wine. 


For affections of the nerves; occaſioned by 


| mercury, we would recommend, beſides tonic 


medicines, the cold bath, provided there is no 


particular weakneſs of the breaſt or bowels to 


forbid its uſe. Whenever cold bathing is 


recommended, it is always to be underſtood 
that we give the preference to fſalt-water, 


where it can be obtained. - Indeed in all caſes 
of nervous debility, where the patient is 
able. to bear the ſhock, ſea-bathing is -the 
beſt medicine with which we are 8 ac- 


| quainted, 


Though. it nk be . that 
mercury frequently hurts the conſtitution, 
vet it is often bianzed where it is not in 


fault, 
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fault. People who have had occaſion. to 
take mercury, are apt to impute all the aches 


and pains they feel afterwards, to this me- 


dicine lying in the body: I remember ſince 
the ſame prejudice prevailed with reſpect to 
bark, and believe them- both to be equally 
unfounded. Some, indeed, are weak enough 
to i nagine that the mercury lies in the bones, 
and never leaves them while the patient 
lives. This opinion the late Mr. John 
Hunter has taken ſome pains to refute: he 


ſays the mercury never enters the bones; 
and no man ever had more opportunities of 


inveſtigating that matter than himſelf. 


That mercury muſt either kill or cure is 


another vulgar error which does confiderable 


miſchief. Men are afraid to take a medicine 


that may Teriniinte their exiſtence, and chuſe 
rather to endure a lingering diſeaſe, than riſk 


a ſudden death. By this groundleſs prejudice 


many have been deterred from taking mercury 
when it was the only medicine that could be 


of any ſervice to them. - This prejudice, how- 


ever, dies apace---moſlt people now know that 


mercury, when properly adminiſtered, is both 


. a ale and efficacious medicine, 
gos K £ | | : £ : : ; % Many 
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Many affect to decry the powers of mer. 
cury, while they are making fortunes by uſing 


it. This is a ſhameful practice and a dan- 


gerous one; mercury ſhould never be con- 
cealed from the patient. This conduct, which 


even phyſicians too oſten affect, has ſometimes 


ſerious conſequences. I have known it more 
than once prove fatal. A medicine which; to 
be uſed with ſafety, requires a particular re- 
gimen, ſhould never be concealed ; and the 


practitioner who does ſo, whatever his mo- 


tives may be, muſt excuſe me for ſaying, that 


he ſports with his patient's life. 


Though ſome inconveniences may attend 
the adminiſtration of mercury, yet I know no 
medicine of equal value. It is uſeful ina great. 
variety of diſorders beſides the lues venerea ; 
and here every Tiro knows, that nothing 'can 
be done without it. From the infant of a 
week old to the veteran of fourſcore, it may be 
given with fafety and advantage; nor do I 


- conceive how any man, at this day, could 


practiſe phyſic if he were deprived of its uſe. 


1 "p03 
C HA P. X. 


OF IMPOTENCE, OCCASIONED BY THE 
VENEREAL DISEASE, &.. 


'THERE i is no FR more depreſſing to the hu- 


man mind than that of not being able to pro- 
| pagate the ſpecies, I have known men actually 
crimindte themſelves rather than lie under the 


imputation of impotence, and ſome will even 
riſk the peace of their families to prove that 
the fault is not on their ſide; yet numbers 


| hazard the loſs of virility for a moment's gra- 


tification with an object whom they. neither 


love nor eſteem. : 
Were the moſt avowed libertine to contem- 


plate the victims of illicit love, as they are 7 


often ſeen by the Faculty, he would ſtand ap- 
palled at the view, and ſhrink from the tran- 


ſient enjoyment, which too often entails debi- 
lity ang. loathſome diſeaſe on its yotaries, and 


difqualifics 


*. Þ 
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diſqualifies them for ever- from exerciſing | the 
functions of manhood, 


That impotence may proceed from dbility 


| | there can be little doubt, and that this 4 is often 
induced by exceſs of venery, few will be dif- 


poſed to deny; but, as far as my obſervation 
goes, debility is more frequently the effect of 


another vice incident to youth, which, While 
it is leſs natural, proves more deſtructive in its 


conſequence than even. exceſs of venery. Men 
feldom go far wrong while they follow nature, 
but every deviation from her laws is pregnant 
with danger. mY | 
That the generative powers may he injured | 


by obſtinate gleets, or what is called ſeminal 


weakneſs, is highly probable ; but I have 


e men who, for more than twenty years, 
bad laboured under this malady, yet had large 
families of ſeemingly healthy children. This, 


however, holds out no encouragement to 


others ; what will not impair, the generative 
culties of one man, may totally deſtroy thoſe 


of another,. and eyen tend to cut rt his | 


Ute. | : 127 — 


Not only tue powers, but even 4 be pats of 


generation, are frequently deſtroyed by the 


venereal diſeaſe. When this — hap- 
RE | Pens, 


7 


d Dorne, „ agg. 
pens, they cannot be reſtored by medicine. 
In curing tlie venereal diſorder mercury will 
do wonders, but it cannot reſtore a loſt part: 
ſuch loſs, indeed, would ſeldom happen, if 
this medicine were properly . in due 5 


time. 
In moſt of the caſes that- have come | les 


my eye, where the powers of | procreation had 
been deſtroyed by diſeaſe, there had either 
been total neglect, or very improper treatment. 


Some years ago a fea-faring man called on 
me, on his return from a long voyage, to aſk . 


my opinion of his 'caſe. He had few ſymp- 
toms of the venereal diſeaſe, and thele were 

eaſily cured ; but his penis and ſcrotum form- 

ed only one maſs, and had coaleſced in ſuch a a 
manner as to appear to me to be inſeparable. 
I adviſed him to conſult Mr. Pott and ſome 
other able ſurgeons, which he did ; and their 
opinion was, that nothing could be done. 
The ſtory he told me was, that when he 
left England he had a running, for which he 
had taken ſome medicine, and had carried as 
much out with him as Was thought neceſſary 

ſor his cure. What uſe. he made of it I do 
not know ; but underſtood that during his 
e 5 - — voyage. 
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| | voyage to North America, he encountered much 
hard weather, and was expoſed to great cold 


and fatigue ; that on his return to Europe, he 


landed in Spain, where he was adviſed to apply 


to a ſurgeon for ſome obſtructions in the uri- 
nary paſſages. This ſurgeon, inſtead of hav- 


ing recourſe to the uſe of bougies and other 


mild methods for removing the obſtruction, 
laid open the urethra, and then left the freſh 


wound and ſcrotum to grow together. | 


The only comment I Thall make upon this 


caſe i is, to point out the danger of going to ſea 


with the venereal diſeaſe uncured. Had this 
gentleman ſtaid at home, or been 65 fortunate 


f as to fall into fkilful hands abroad, in all pro- 
bability he would not have been deprived of 


his powers of procreation : what he did, how- 
ever, is done every day, and, we have reaſon 
to fear, too often with ſimilar conſequences. 
Surgeons are often too free with the knife; 


it ſhould never be uſed but in cafes of abſo- 


lute neceſſity, and then only by fkilful hands. 

I have, indeed, known the penis very near- 
ly deftroyed by erofion ; but when the ſores 
were kept thoroughly elean, and the mercury 


thrown mn in ſufficient quantities, the erofion 
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of the penis was ſtopped, and what commined, 


though fometimes not above an inch, became 


perfectly found, and, for any thing 1 know, re- 
mained ſo during the patient's life. = 


| Inftances of impotence .occur where the 
2 never was afflicted with the venereal - 


diſeaſe, and where it is very difficult to aſſign 
any cauſe for the decay of thoſe parts deſtined 


fÿor the propagation of the ſpecies. The late 
Mr. John Hunter mentions ſeveral caſes where 


the teſticles had gradually waſted away, with- 

out any apparent caufe. This generally be- 

gan in one of the teſticles, and after that was 

deſtroyed, it ſeized the other, which melted 

away in the ſame manner, without affecting the 

health of the patient, or nn of hy re- 
lief from medicine. 


The ſame author mentions the caſe of a. 


very young gentleman, one of whoſe teſticles 


waſted entirely away after a gonorrhea, which 


was attended both with a ſwelled teſticle and 


bubo. This evidently e from the | 


| a affection. 
The ingenious author, mend ahora, 
gives ſeveral examples of impotence from af- 


. of the mind; and it muſt be acknow- 
EE ledged, 
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ledged, that the mind has much to to do in this 


buſineſs. Fear, Fear, ſhame, anxic anxiety, diſlike of the 
object, and many other affections of the mind, 
will take away the venereal appetite, and 

produce a temporary impotence. I was once 
conſulted in a caſe of ſuppoſed impotence by 


a healthy-looking gentleman, who, to fulfil 
the dying requeſt of his brother, married his 


| widow. I had ſufficient reaſon to believe that 


this gentleman's impotency, as he was pleaſed 
to call it, did not proceed from want of power, 


but want of love to the object. 


Impotence, ariſing from natural defects, or 


| the deſtruction of the parts by diſeaſe, ſeldom 


admits of any aſſiſtance from medicine. When 


it proceeds from debility, occaſioned by exceſ- 
ſive evacuations, the uſe of tonics, as the Pe- 
ruvian bark and ſteel, are indicated, and they 
may be adminiſtered in various forms with 


advantage. The chalybeate waters, as thoſe 


of Tunbridge, Pyrmont, &c. will likewiſe prove 


beneficial; but what we would chiefly recom- 
mend is the ou betty, el] Ry . in 
ſalt water. 

When the ryſtem is a irritable, 


oval the conſtitution is waſted by involuntary 


emiſſions 
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PAY” We during the night, I would recom- 8 
- -mend opium ; from half a grain to a whole 
grain may be taken at bed time. If this has 


not the deſired effect, the doſe may be in- 
creaſed to a grain and a half, or two grains. 


Its uſe ought to be accompanied with tonics, 


and corroborating medicines. _ 
For the cure of unnatural pollutions, I PE 
ways recommend- matrimony. This, with 


regular living, and the uſe of the cold bath, 


ſeldom proves unſucceſsful. But when I re- 


commend matrimony, I would adviſe every 


man to marry the woman he loves. When 


this is not the caſe, ſatiety and diſguſt will 


ſucceed, and the unhappy huſband, in the vi- 
gour of life, may, by miſtake, impute his: 


want of ardour for the connubiat en yoyments ; 


to e | FF 
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" uſe of diluting liquors, will often carry off a gonor- 


MOST * IMPORTANT DOCTRINES CONTAINED IN THE 
. TRICEYING PAGES, | 


* Few "TO would fave: a more direct tendency 
to render the venereal difeaſe leſs OPT than * 
W moral education. ' 

II. It would be of quiet linpartatire, not only i in 
the prevention of this, but of many other diſeaſes, to 
impreſs the young mind with a due lenſe of the value 
of health. 

III. Though a good conſtitution ought to be the 


firſt object in the education of youth, it is generally 
made the laſt, and is often totally diſregarded, 


TV. A young man ſhould be taught to believe that 
all his proſpects 1 in life depend upon health, and that, 
every view r with the loſs of chis 


valuable treaſure. 


V. The importance of cleanlineſs ought likewiſe 
to be ſtrongly impreſſed on the young mind. This, 


though not ranked among the We Urtues, is 


nearly allied to them... | 
VI. Nor ought leſs attention to be paid to ſobriety. 
Men ate moſt apt to go aſtray, when leaſt able to 


conduct themſelves, ſo as to avoid danger. 


VII. A vegetable diet, an open body, and the free 


Thea without the uſe of medicine, 


I., 
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VIII. Where the above regimen does not ſucceed, 
recourſe may be had to aſtringent injections, taking 
care, during-their uſe, to keep down the inflammatory 
ſymptoms by cooling purges and diluting diet. 
IX. Obſtructions of the urinary paſſages are gene- 
rally relieved by the uſe: of bougies. If 'properly 
made, they may be applied by any —_— of common 
underſtanding. 

X. A bubo will generally be nd by emol- 
lient fomentations, ſoft poultices, and bleeding vith 
leeches, © 

XI. A ſwelled teſticle requires nearly the fukin mes £ 
thod of treatment, unleſs where the intention is to 

diſcuſs both, in which cafe repellents ought to be uſed. 
XlI. A gleet uſually yields to aſtringent injeQions, 
tonic medicines, and the cold bath. When theſe do 
not ſucceed, recourſe muſt be had to ſtimulating in | 

jections, ſuch as are recommended in the Appendix. 
XIII. A * N diluents, and the uſe of | 
opium. 
. XIV. Warts and W require the ths 
tion of mild cauſtics and cſcarogicy, as the powder of 


= Savin, &e. 


XV. The pox is generally erat as means of 
a chancre, which, if properly e will ſeldom. i in- 
fect the ſyſtem. 
XVI. The only method to prevent a chancre ** 
communicating the poiſon to the 1 is the timely 
und proper ule of mercury. - 
XVII. Chaneres ought never to be —_ dried 
up, 
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up, but rather kept open, 1 che n is e = 
1 ** mercury. _ 

XVIII. The mouth would he made ſore wich mer- 
1 eury, and kept ſo for ſome time; but it never ought 
to be given in ſuch Wn as to excite a violent 
| alivation. + . ö Z 
XIX. A chanere, e under the prepuce, 1s 
| ofien productive of much miſchief. When it cannot 
be kept clean, it ought to be laid open. 

XX. A chancre, when laid open, will often heat in 
a few days without the uſe of 1 . mongh it 
would not before under its uſe. © . 15 
XXI. The glans, if poſſible, ſhould be uncovered 

every day, and the chancres waſhed with milk and f 
water a little warm. 
XIII. Expoſure to cold, and i improper”. regimen, 
under a mercurial courſe, tend greatly to retard the 
cure, and often endanger the patient s life · e 
XXIII. As the ſuppuration of buboes does not 
ſeem to accelerate the cure of the venereal diſeaſe, it 
is proper always to Gilculs them when it can be 
done. 

XXIV. venereal ulcers and bother « cannot be 
cured without mercury, which muſt be applied.” ac- 
cording to the urgency of the ſymptoms.- 
XXV. When venereal ſores grow worſe under the 


| uſe of mercury * , it muſt be — and the 
patient 


. 85 
. 


* A case at present under my care chews the propriety of this 
| n in the strongest point of light. A young gentleman, in a 
| provincial 7 had been seventeen weeks under a course of mer- - 


cury 
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patient put on 2 courſe of bark and een 
diet. 

XXVI. When the . 4 faſtens on the 
bones, and produces nodes, &c., it may ſtill be re- 
moved by perſiſting, for a ſufficient length of time, in 
the uſe of ſome active preparation of mercury. 

XX VII. When the venereal diſeaſe affects the or- 
gans of ſenſe; as the eyes, ears, &c., it cannot be re- 
moved without the uſe of mercury“. 
XXVIII. When children are born with b 

of the venereal diſeaſe upon them, they may be cured 
by the proper application OI to a ine 
fant and nurſ Ge. 

XXIX. Diſeaſes which reſemble the hav venerea, 
as the ſivvins or ſibbins. N., may bo cured by mer - 
eury applied in the ſame manner as for the lues. 

XXX. Opium is of great ſerviee in appeaſing 
many of the moſt urgent ſymptoms of lues venerea, 
as well as in making I. ſit more — on the 
ſtomach · | Ts, 


eury for chancres on the ha nl . He was reduced 89 
low that his life was despaired of; and he was thought unable to 

bear a journey to town, He was, however, brought by short 
cetages, and I was conzulted. My advice was to leave off the 
use of mercury, to take a tea-spoanful uf the compound tincture of 
Peruvian bark four times a day, to drink daily a wine · bottle of the 
Lisbon diet-drink, to take nourishing diet, and to drink a few 
glasses of generous wine every day, The congequence is, that in 
less than six weeks his appetite, health, and spirits are restored, 

and his gores, which have only been . clean, are nearly all 
healed. 


H H ; * 
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IXXXI. When the nurſe gives the diſeaſe to an in- 
fant, or the infant to the-nurſe, both my be cured 
by the proper application of mercury. 5 

XXXII. Perſons about to be married, ought to be 
very circumſpect with regard to their ſituation, other- 
wiſs they may tranſmit this baneful diſeaſe to their 
PLogeny. 

XXXIII. Women wt pak the venereal 
diſeaſe, are very liable to have abortions, to prevent 
which mercury is the proper medicine. . 

XXXIV. In conſtitutions deeply affected with the 
ſcurvy, mercury ought to be adminiſtered with the 
greateſt caution. Where that is not attended to, ſome 
very untoward ſymptoms may enſue. 

XXXV. In ſerofnlous habits the lues always proves 

obſtinate, and requires more mercury _ in conſti- 
tutions free from that taint. 

XXXVI. Mercury may be given for any length of 
time without curing the lues, if it is not given in ſuch 

a way as thoroughly to ſaturate the ſyſtem. 5 

XXXVII. Complaints ſucceeding to the venereal 

diſeaſe are not always owing to that malady, but to 


the means uſed to expel it. 
XXXVIII. That mercury lies in the bones, f is de- 


nied by Mr. John Hunter, and is, I —_ a vulgar 


error. 
XXXIX. That mercury hurts the We and 


bowels, when improperly. uſed, is, I am afraid, often 
too true. | 
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XL. When impotency is the effect of the lues ve- 
nerea, it is generally owing, either to the ignorance 
of the practitioner, or the irregularity of the patient. 
XLI. The greateſt circumſpection is neceſſary in 
the choice of a wet-nurſe in and near great towns. 
XLII. A woman may have her health ruined by 
giving ſuck to an infant born of diſſipated parents. 
XIII. The ſibbens, as well as the lues, may be 
communicated by the mother or nurſe. 
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Tar different forms and preparations of medicine, 
referred to in the preceding pages, are here brought 
together, ſo as to appear in a narrower point of view. 
Several others, not mentioned, are alſo added, that 
the patient may have an opportunity of ſelecting ſuch 
as he thinks beſt ſuited to his caſe. Some preſcrip- 
tions, inſerted in the body of the book, are again 
brought forward here, cither that they may appear at 
more length, or be inſerted under the reſpective heads 
to which they belong, as Injections, Decoctions, &c. 
Phyſicians ſtill perſiſting in the practice of writing 
their preſcriptions in Latin, affords a ſtrong proof of 
the difficulty with which old cuſtoms are left off. 
Thoſe who write books in plain Engliſh, ſtill give 
their preſcriptions in an unknown tongue; as if a 
ſcrap of Latin could operate like a taliſman, or have 
the power of a charm. This conduct is not only ri- 
diculous, it is dangerous. The perſons employed in 
making up medical preſcriptions are, generally ſpeak- 
ing, very idle, and very ignorant. By this I do not 
mean to throw any reflection on apothecaries. I ſee 
no reaſon why an apothecary may not be as learned 2 
man as a phyſician; but 1 know this, that a man 
| may 
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may go to his ſhop a hundred times before he finds 
him there. The apothecary generally acts as a phy- 
ſician, and leaves the ſnhop to the care of his boy. 


Did patients know who eompoſe the draughts theß 
ſwallow, they would take them with fear and trem- 


bling. I ſeldom give a medicine without ſeeing it 


made up, and never to a venereal patient; becauſe I 
know that here the cure depends ſolely on the qua- 
lity of the medicine, and not on the patient's imagi- 
nation. Were phyſicians, in general, to follow this 


plan, their art would prove more beneficial to man- 


kind. The doctor would not be the tool of the apo- 
thecary, nor the patient the dupe of both. While 
the apothecary can recommend the phyſician, the in- 


famous trade of cramming patients with drugs will 


be carried on, to the dilgrace of medicine, and the 
— of mankind. | 


INJECTIONS FOR THE CURE OF 
GONORRHGEA. 


I. Take of vitriolated zinc, commonly called white 
vitriol, half a dram : diſſolve it in a pint of water. 
In the early ſtage of a gonorrhœa, we know of no 
better injection than this. If uſed ſufficiently often, 
not leſs than five or ſix times a day, it will generally 


remove the diſeaſe very ſpeedily. It is not, however, 
ſo Proper in the more advanced periods of the com- 


plaint. 


APPENDIY: "2a 


plaint, A fight degree of pain ought ta follow its 
uſe; but if it produces much, it ſhould be diluted 


with water. Five or fix drops of Goulard's extract, 


added to a tea-cupful of this ſolution, renders it more 
ſedative, and conſequently a better medicine, where 
there is great irritation, or the parts are inflamed. 


II. Take ſugar of lead, half a dram : diſſolve in 


half a pint of water. 

III. Take extract of lead, thirty drops mix with 
half a pint of water. | 

When there is great pain and irritation, it is ſome- 
times neceſſary to uſe opiate injections. 

IV. Diſſolve a dram of purified opium in half a 
pint of water; or, add to the ſame quantity of water 
half an ounce of the tincture of opium. 

When the diſcharge appcars to be continued from 
relaxation, or flaccidity of the veſſels, the followi ing 
injection will be found uſeful : 

V. Take balſam of capivi, half an ounce: rub 
with the yolk of an egg, and, by degrees, add half a 
pint of roſe-water. 

A ſtimulant injection for diſcharges of long CON- 
tinuance, and pleets: 

VI. Take muriated mercury, commonly called cor- 


roſive ſublimate, one grain: diſſolve in half a pint of 


roſe- water. 

The powers of this medicine may be heightened or 
diminiſhed, by leſſening or increaſing the quantity of 
water in which it is diſſolved: but the above pro- 


portion is as ſtrong as moſt patients are able to bear. 
VIE. 
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VII. Take of acetated copper, or verdigreaſe, two 

drams : diſſolve in volatile alkali, one ounce. © - 
This is an excellent form of injection; but fome 

care is requiſite in the application of it. From twelve 


to twenty drops may be added to half a pint of water. 


Where internal aſtringents are required, the fol. 
lowing will be found uſeful : 


VIII. Tincture of Catechu, or compound tincture 


of the Peruvian bark: of either of theſe, a tea-ſpoonful 
or two may be taken ina glaſs of wine, three or four 
times a day. Should the patient prefer pills, I know 
of none better than thoſe made of equal parts of pre- 
pared iron and extract of bark, with a ſufficient 
quantity of oil of carrui. One may be 1 three or 
tour times a day. 

When it is neceſſary to keep che body open and 
cool, which is always the caſe in a virulent gonor- 
rhœa, eſpecially during the uſe of injections, I would 
recommend the electuary mentioned in the Domeſtic 
Medicine. But what I chiefly uſe now, with that in- 
tention, is the following powder: 

IX. Take powdered gum arabic, and cream of tar- 
tar, each an ounce and a half; jalap, in powder, two 
drams: mix them, and give a tea-ſpoonful in any li- 
quid, as often as is found neceſſary to keep the body 
gently open. To ſave trouble, I generally now cauſe 
theſe powders to be made into an eleQuary with 
common ſyrup, and defire the patient to take a tea- 
ſpoonful as often as he finds it neceſſary. 


0 When 
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When the pain and irritation in paſſing water is 
very great, the patient will find relief from drinking 
plentifully of linſeed tea. It may be infuſed with li- 
quorice- root, and drank a little warm. 

A very common and troubleſome ſymptom of the 
gonorrhœa is a chordee, This the following pill 
commonly relieves, probably by taking off che gene- 
ral tendency to ſpaſm: 

X. Take powdered opium, one grain; powdered 
antimony, four grains ; crumbs of bread, as much as 


will make them into a pill : to be taken at bed-time, 


MEDICINES USED IN THE CURE OF THE 
IL UES VENEREA. 


Mercury, the only ſpecific * hitherto diſcovered for 
the cure of this diſeaſe, is adminiſtered both exter- 
nally and internally. The former, which is by far 
the ſafeſt and the beſt, when it can be adminiſtered 
with conveniency, conſiſts in the application of the 


* Weevery day hear that the lues venerea has been cured by 
medicines that did not contain a single grain of mercury. There 
is reason, however, to suspect, that these cures are, like those of the 
bite of a mad dog, only performed where the infection had never 
been communicated, Among the medicines puffed off, at present, 
for curing the lues venerea, is Velno's Vegetable Syrup: 1 have 
seen sufficient proofs of the inefficacy of this medicine to be able 
to declare, that it will not cure the lues venerea. 


I | ſpecific 
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ſpecific in form of ointment to ſome part of the ſur- 
face of the body ; or in form of vapour to the whole 
of it at once. For internal uſe a variety of prepa - 
rations have been deviſed, of which ſome of the moſt 
approved ſhall be here inſerted- | 
XI. Of the ſtrong mercurial ointment, from half 
a dram to a dram may be rubbed every evening on 


the inner ſide of the leg or thigh for half an hour, 
or till it is abſorbed. The friction muſt be conti- 


nued till the mouth becomes ſore, and even for ſome 


time after the ſymptoms of the diſorder have diſap. 
peared. The part into which the mercury is rubbed, 
ſhould be waſhed with ſoap and water, and carefully 
dried, each time, before the friction is commenced. 
XII. Where elegance is an object, an ointment 
without colour may be made, by rubbing two drams 


of the white precipitate, or of calomel, with an ounce 
of hog's lard, and uſing it as the former. 


A phyſician of Naples is ſaid to have cured five 


| thouſand patients by rubbing half a dram of oint- 


ment into the ſoles of their feet at bed-time, made of 
hog's lard and corroſive ſublimate, an ounce of the 
former to a dram of the latter, I have likewiſe uſed 


this ointment with ſucceſs. 


When mercury 1s taken internally, it is uſually 


given in form of pill. The beſt way ſeems to be, to 


take the whole quantity, for the day, at bed-time ; it 
then paſſes along with the food, and ſeems to diſturb 


the bowels leſs than when taken at — times 


through the mh 
The 
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The common mercurial pill of both the London 
and Edinburgh diſpenſatories are made of the crude * 
mercury, or quickſilver, 6omminuted, or rubbed up 
with various ingredients, as conſerve of roſes, &c. and 
given from three to four or five ordinary ſized pills 
in the courſe of a day. Some practitioners prefer 
theſe pills to every other preparation of mercury ; but 
what I more frequently uſe, are pills made of one or 
other of the following preparations of mercury, and 


corrected with opium as circumſtances may require. 


XIII. Take of calomel, ' properly prepared, one 
dram ; conſerve of hips, or roſes, a ſufficient quantity: 
make into forty pills. Two or three may be taken 
at bed-time. Should they gripe, ten grains of opium 
may be added to the maſs when prepared. 

XIV. Take of mild muriated mercury, one dram; 
aromatic confection, or confection of opium, a ſuffi- 
cient quantity to form a maſs of proper conſiſtence 
for pills: to be corrected and divided as above, and 
taken in the ſame manner. There is not any prepa- 
ration of mercury, that I have tried, ſeems- to poſleſs 
mare active antivenereal powers, or to diſturb the 
conſtitution leſs than this. | 

XV. Take of calcined mercury, half a dram ; pow- 
dered opium, ten grains; extract of liquorice, a ſuf- 
ficient quantity : divide into twenty-four pills. Take 
one at bed-time. Few conſtitutions will bear more 
than two. This was the favourite preparation of the 
late celebrated John Hunter. 


112 The 


The following gi which is well known 
by the name of Plummer's Pill, is reckoned peculiarly : 
uſeful in venereal affections of the ſkin, as well as Cu 
taneous complaints arifing from other cauſes. | 

XVI. Take of calomel, and the golden ſulphur of 
antimony, each one dram; extract of liquorice, 

enough to form a maſs for pills: divide into forty- 
eight pills. Two may be taken at night, and one 
next morning, ed the doſe according to cir- 
cumſtances. 

When the more active preparations of mercury are 
deemed neceſſary, the een ſublimate may be 
uſed in the following manner : | = 

XVII. Take of muriated mercury, or corroſive ſub- 
limate, ten grains: diſſolve in a pint of proof ſpirits. 
Of this ſolution, two or three table-ſpoonfuls -may be 
taken daily. It ain never to be given on an empty 
ftomach. | 

Some adminiſter the ſublimate in an of pill; but 
as it is apt to hurt the bowels, when taken in this 
way, I always give it in ſolution. | 

As decoctions of various kinds have been fuppoſed 
to aſſiſt in the cure of lues venerea, or, at leaſt, to 
prevent the mercury from hurting the ſtomach and 
bowels, ſome of the moſt approved forms are ſub- 
joined: | 

X VIII. Take of farfiparitts, bruiſed, three ounces 3 
infuſe by the fire, in two quarts of water, for twelve 


Hours 3 ; then gently boil away to about one half: a 
little 


little ſliced — _ be added, ow before 
the boiling is finiſhed. 

This ſimple decoction ſeems to act + chiefly by afford- 
ing a mild nouriſhment. Even in that point of view 
it is of great uſe during a mercurial courſe. The 
whole quantity here mentioned may be uſed in the 
courſe of twenty-four hours, and it ſhould 'be pre- 
pared fre!h daily. 

The cecoCtion, of guiacum may be made as fol. 
lows : - 

XIX. Take of guiacum raſpings, ſix ounces; ſhav- 
ings of ſaflafras, four ounces :' boil in fix quarts of 
water to four, adding, towards the end, an ounce of 
Aliced liquorice-root. = 

Two pints of this decoction may be uſed daily. 
By ſome, guaiacum is ſuppoſed to aſſiſt greatly in the 
cure of lues venerea, The ſuperior effects of mer- 
cury, however, have, in a great meaſure, cauſed it to 
be laid afide. In ſome peculiar conſtitutions, indeed, 
it ſeems to aſſiſt the powers of mercury. 

The decoction of mezereon may be made as fol- 
lows : | 
XX. Take bark of mezereon-root, one ounce: 
| boil it in three quarts of water to two, adding, - 
wards the end, a little liquorice. 1 

This is a warm ſtimulating medicine, of which from 
2 pint to a quart may be taken daily. 

For making the Liſbon diet-drink there are many 
forms; the moſt common is as under: 


XXI. Take of ſarſaparilla, 


White 


CY 
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White and red ſaunders, each three ounces ; 

Liquorice and mezereon · root, of each half an 
eunce; | 

Wood of rhodium, and laſſafras, each one ounce; 

Crude antimony *, two ounces: 

_ Mix and infuſe the whole in four quarts of boiling 
water, for twenty-four hours; then boil to half the 

quantity, and ſtrain. Of this, from a pint to a 
quart may be uſed daily. 

| When the mouth is much affected, and very pain- 

ful, from a violent ſalivation, the following waſh may 

be uſed with advantage: 

XXII. Take of borax, one ounce: diſlolve i it in a 
pint of boiling water, and add two ounces of honey. 
The mouth may be frequently waſhed with this a 

little warm. | 

To remove thoſe warts which ſometimes remain af- 
ter gonorrhœa, 1 have generally found one of the 
following ſucceed : 

XXIII. Take of corroſive 2 and crude ſal 
armoniac, each half an ounce: diſſolve in four 
ounces of water. | 

The warts to be occaſionally 23 with this. 

XXIV. Take of powdered favin, two drams; red 
precipitate, and corroſive ſublimate, of each one 
dram. 


© Theantimony ought to be made into what is called a Nodule, 
or tied in a bag, otherwise the decoction will be of a disagreeable 
colour, and look di; ty. | 


A little | 
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F little of this powder may be __ * 
to the warts. 
Jo dreſs venereal ſores, ſome of the folowing may 
be uſed: 

X XV. Take of baſilicon ointment, two ounces ; red 
precipitate, two drams : mix them. 
- XXVI. Take of baſilicon ointment, two ounces ; 
powdered verdigreaſe, one ſcruple: mix them. 

XXVII. Ointment of nitrated mercury, commonly 
called unguentum citrinum, mixed with three or four 
times its weight of hog's lard, generally anſwers this 
purpoſe very well. 


OF PREVENTIVES. 


It has been already obſerved, that the ſafeſt pre. 
| ventive, and the moſt to be depended on, is a ſolution 
of ſoap properly uſed. | 

Spirits are preferred by cone and all kinds of ſpi- 
rits anſwer equally well. 

The following forms have' been * uſeful as 
preventive lotions: 

XXVIII. Take of corroſive ſublimate, one dram : 
mix gradually, by rubbing in a mortar, with two 
pints of freſh-made lime-water. Let it ſubſide, and 
pour off the clear liquor for uſe. Keep it in a bottle 
carefully ſtopped. 


XXIX. 


„rr. 


XXIX. Freſh-· prepared lime- water. 
XXX. A few drops of cauſtic alkali, or op he, 
mixed with common water. cl} Tos 
This ſhould always be applicd to the tongue before 
It is uſed, to determine its ſtrength, which is known 
by its removing the moiſture, without occaſioning 
pain» This form is the moſt. convenient, as a quan- 
tity, fuffictent to ſerve for a coniiderable time, may 
be WE in the — ud uſed accab onally-- 


